THE SOLDIERS' MONUMENT.

UNVEILING CEREMONY.

Lithgow'® memorinl to its soldiers who
have fallen at the frant was upveiled in the
ark on Bunday afterncon before n very
arge gathering. For more than two yoors
g committes of five Indies, and an energetic
gecrctary  (Nurse Hutehlson) have worked
untiringll;\-' to pasare the eroction of the moni-
ment. Theie splendid work, sow almost com-
lete, should refleet that eredit on them, which
# justly theirs.

The monument i= of granite, obtained from
Harionrt, Vietorla, aud was eroeted by Mr
. B. Aeton, who may be warmly compli-
mented an the exesllenee  of the finished
work., It stands 11 feet high, nod is crestod
by a magnificent six foot =tatuette of two
soldiers, one crouched, wounded at the foot
of tho other, who looks feariesd, ool has o
rifle tightly elenchied, From the point of view
uf art, o eritie suye it execls anything of ita
kind in the Commonwealth, and to the ordin-
ary ohmerver its symmetry wnd vealism at
poee appeal.  The names of 108 mea are in
gold lettering on the sides, nnder the hend-
ings of Prance, Gallipoli, and ¥gypt. An in-
seription, ** Krected by the womon and  child-
ren of Lithgow in honor of Lithgew's fullen
hergea,'' is bLielow the names on the front.
Weenths lay at the foot, pluced there by reln.
tives of the fallen,

Prior to the unveiling ceremony, hoth the
Town and Union Hunds, the small nems Pae-
tory gunrnd, and moany reterned soldiers as-
sombled at Ewkbavk breidge. The provession
wia headed by Drum-major Master Jimmy
Paul, asturdy little ehap. Tho Union Baml
was followed hy the B.AF, goard, in charge of
Lieut. Camphell. Then vame tha Tawn anil
mnid the returned soldiers, lod hy Sergta, Max-
well nnd Barretf.

The Mavor, Ald. Pillans, presided, and on
the platform with him werd Mesars, J. ool
eV, .{l.]_.-.!... oml J, Ryan, M.L.Ct. The factory
guard amnd returned men forined o guard
around the mooument. The Mayor said it
had been a difficult business 1o et the monn-
ment to the state it was, and only for the ide-
termination of the Indies concerned it wounld
never have been there.  They were thankiul
to the people of Lithgow for the way they had
supported every patriotic appeal. They had
nﬂﬁst'ﬁbfd nobly and had done well, Tt was
right that sueh a memerial shonll be erectad
to the memory of thoss boyda who had fallen
in the Aght agninst the Hun, They woere out
to beat Germany, and woold keep going until
they did it. Lithgow had not yet made op
its quotn to the war Ioan, but he loged e
forp it cloped they would be able to iy the
honor flag a8 well as those whe had it, (Ap-
plause.)

Mt Daoley, who spoeke briefly, sald that be
wak presenl st one of the groatest funetions
Lithgow had celebrated for many yenrs. Loolk-
ing at the names on the roll he spw these of
many young men who wore very sdear to him,
and he wished to express his deepest sympa-
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MANY YOUNE Men WAg WOre vury Genr o num,
and he wished to express his deepest sympa-
thy to avery one who had peid the wir ' E- e,
Home of the men from Lithgow who had fall-
en on the flelds of CGallipoli and Flanders
were amongst the truest and finest of the
lund, or of any town or connley in the world,
He ll:anid i tribute te those men, The little
watlion eromses over their graved weould wlwoys
e eherished and the grouwnd would e saneti-
fledl by the Blosd they hud shed., e hoped
whin the war wis over they would have ever-
Imsting penee nril unity,  Evervons wonld
then ho nhle to live for the higher and bet.
tor things of life.

Mra, Callaghnn, of Lithgow, whose three
s pabil the extreme price of war, drew
nside the Union Joek that sciled the nionn-
ment, and the ** Last Poat ™ was then sowimd-
e by Hundomnn Anwesloy.

Mr. J. Ryan sald it was approprionte that
the upveiling corcmoeny shonld he performed
Ly AMew Oallaghan, who in loeing her three
doid Tor the consg of Crocdom hadl made the
greatest snorifice of all. Tt wes the mothera
of the pallant Auvstralians who lhad follen
tighiting for them who mode the grent aneri-
i in the tragle war. e eongratulated
Nurse Hutehison pnd these associgted with her
o the consummation of their effort.  Thae
memorlal would remind all the men and wo-
nien of the generations to come that thous-
ands of brave men hod died so that they aml

thoir children might live in frecdom. The re-
minder wwas  pecessary  becauss o ]1||.I|I|]Ji'
memory was apt te he vory short.  Fvery

Avatealinn should tals priile in their soldiers,
pride in their gehiovements, aod pride in the
way they had condueted themselves through-
put this fonrful war., They had the verdiet
of experts of every army that in courage, in-
itintive, and in that unfailing determination
to aceomplish whatever they sot out to ila,
the Awnstralinn soldiers stood oot omongst all
the armice of the world, Tha Austrolians
wore recognlsod as the elite of the armics
of frecdom.  They hoad the satisfaction of
knowing that tha}' fuught for n groat couse.
They foupht not merely for tholr own security |
in the Commonwealth, or for the futere of
the Empire, or for the Freneh and American
ropablics or the talinn kingdom: they foaght
for the universnl cavss of Trecdom which wone
aganiled by the German.  Thelr song fought
the battle of right agnainst might, the battle
of frecdom agninst foree; they were poing
to win in the fight owd the day of wlti-
mate vietory was not far listant.  Already
the hlackleg state of Bulgaria had caved in,
The determination of Torkey ind Austrin was
waniog, and there uul{-‘ remained (hermony.
The time was wot for distant when Germany
woulill ipve to surrender and allow the terma
of peace to be dietated ab o couneil of all
the Alliss. Thot was the only peace worth
having becansse i1 was the enly spe which
wonld rive some reasonable puarantee against
u rocoarrence of suech borrors Io the foture,
If they newded any inspiration to continue
in the eonfliet, anvthing to stiffen their re-
solve, they had it in the lengthy eatalogus
of horrors which hod marked the trail of the
ehief Han thronghout the war, The Austra-
lian soldiers wore fighting so that they might
live in comparative i.wl'urit]ﬁ' and that they
might witness the dawn of a better  dny,
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live in compgrative security and that they
might witness thoe dawn ot a better  dny,
when {he ormics engoged in slnughtering cach
othor woulil go boek to their penceful pur.
suits of indvatry., Thers wis not one truo
demoernt in Australin who would pralong the
atrnggle for n single day, bet it woeuld be a
tragedy to ead the war before they had the
iy hoatem and proved to the world that
right was greater than might. All the Allles
were resolved to go on antld they achioved o
erowning trivmph for the demoeratic peoples
of the worlid, (Applause,)

The Town Hand plaved ** Nearer My God to
Thee, "

Nurse Hutehison, In on appeal, mentioned
that there wna still necdod from £40 to £850
aud ghe hoped the people wounld keep on giv-
ing until thnt wns cleared, Each nome cost
alout s, anid as there were many more to be
added they could esslly see why the mooey
was wanted,

Thoe Maver thanked the hands, the fnetory
e, and the retarned salilioer for fhets oo
mantaier, ne wall we all mbo ol S0Pl e

make the function o suecens.  He thought
the Council would accede to the committec '
reqiest Al oreet o railing oround the monu-
ment, He hind heard that children wore in-
terfering with tho wrenths on the monumont,
aml would wrge parenta to try and pravent
them,

The eolleetion amounted to o little over £25,

Bovernl  putriotie airs by the  ecomblined
"Togbadint and Uniom bands, the ¥atinnnl An-
s sbwmy sod chevrs cobclaaded Ll poseudings,

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article218472297



