Unvelling the Mort Niatue.

——
(PFrom e 5§ AL Herald)

The ceremony of unveiling the Mort statne
took place on Baturdey oon in the
presence of a gathering of several thousand

le. The dense crowd extended from
tt.street, up Bridge-street, past the Lands
Office, and also a considerable distance along
Macquarie-place. The steps of the Exchange
were tho:?d with people half-an-hoar before
the proceedings commeunced, and the windows

and the baloonies of the Lands Office were
occupied by s large number ef ladies, who
thus had an opportunity of witnewsing the |
coremony without being jostled among the'
reat crowd. Betwséen the statue and the
ootpath in Bridge-street a platform capable
of bolding sbout 100 persons was erected.
A carriage way was kept open along Bridge-
street and Macgquarie-place until after the
arrival of the Governor, the guard of
bonour, and the trades procession. The
general public were then allowed to come
close up to the railingsof the reservein which
the statue has been placed. Mre Fou
(In r-General of Police), Buperintend-
ent ,and Inspector Anderson had a body
of police present to regulate the movements
of the crowd and maintain order, but there
was a total absence of anything like crushing
or disorder., During delivery of the
oration this immenss concourse of people
maigtained such perfeet order that the
ker conld be heard in nearly every part

:gnﬂu crowd. The whole p were
carefully planned and well carried out; the
ceremonial was of s plessing charaster, and
not too protracted, while the oration was
splendid oratorical effort, not only command-
ing the attention, but arowsing the enthusiss m
of the sudience.

Bhortly btfnu 8 n::hnut.i :;I::Emm re-
resenting the iron shipbui trades,
End preceded by their banners .'ﬁﬁ ds,
arrived in lace, and took up »
position in frons of the reserve. About 1000
mea took part in this . Weunder.
atand that the men employed at Mort's Dock
voluntarily gave up two hours' work and
two hours' pay in order to attend
this demonstrstion. Precisely at 8 o'clock
his Ezcelleney the Governor arrived.
accompanied by Lady Lieutenant
Iﬂ?im‘ LD.G.. lﬂd “l'. En.h, pﬁ'lh
sae His Exdblloncy was received b
. of honor, cobsisting of 100 ran
m! file of the New South Wales Parmanent
Artillery, under command of tain Mur
and Lisotenants Baynes and Pmnﬁ
The vice- party were received by several
mamhbhans A tha anmmitias i.'l-l.l‘ annawbad b
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The vice- party were recaived by several
members of the committes, and escorted to
the platform. The procesdings were com-
menced by s request made to Lord Augustus
Loftus to perform the ceremony of unveiling
e air A\ eod Stopben addressing the Go

t vernor,
said —Your bﬁuﬂ ,--}. bave been
honoured by the privilege of taking part in
this ceremonial; snd I venture to say, that
among the maoy attached friends of Iate
Mr. Mort no one conld have been selected
who would be more gratified by assisting to do
bonor to hisme . Yoor Hxeellency has been
for years among distingnished personages in
Europe; you are familiar with the history of
great events, aod bave known the men whose
genius has contributed to them. Bat, if
eminence does not alone consist in rank and
station, and historic deeds, but may be
claimed for one who through life adorned a
private station, and was conspicuous in every
attribute and quality whioh belong to a d

\gitizen, your Excelleacy will not think thisan

unfitting occassion for your presence, and unit-
ing with us in the tribute which we this day
offer. Nor esn the nameand charscter of
Thomas Sutsliffe Mort ha unknown to
you. On the behalf and st the requeet of
those who have erected the memorial, I sek
your Excellency to be enough to unveil
this statue, dedicated by the citizens of Syd.
ney to his memory. (Cheers.)

His Excellency then unveiled the statune,
amid great cheering. He said :—Sir Alfred
Stephen, ladies and gentlemen,—I consider it
an honor to be invited to inaugurate this tes-
timony to the worth of one of the Smtut

atriots this coleny has possessed. (Cheers.)
here is mo stronger incentive to patriotism
than the feeling that the good we do lives after
us, and will be appreciated by future geners-
tions, Thiafeeling was strongly exemplified in
the character of the late Mr. Mort. He was
one of those who, as the poet says, like to * do
good by stealth, and blush to find it fame."
(Hear, bear.) But unfortunately he was not
ittad to ses the great success which has
since attended the enterprises which, on
hilanthropic grounds, had been among the
snmt wishes of his heart. The late Mr.
Mort was a self-made man. (Hear, h."'ﬂ

‘He was s man with indomitable energy, wit

great sagacity, with never-failing patience,
with n‘gm?iran to labour whiﬂg Eu been
rarely equslled and never surpsssed, and be
raised himself to the highest position among
his fellow-citizens, and won for himself that
respect and admiration which all classes have
s0 nobly shown by llilili%ﬂ:il statue to

petunte his memory. (Cheers) Mr. b
was also & true friend of the working man,
far 1 believe he was the first capitalist in this
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for I believe he was the first capitalist in this
colony who conceived and afterwards carried
out that valuable principle of establishing a
co-operative system under which the eapi-
talists and his workmen are bound ther
by » commoninterest. (Cheers.) Iwill now
| read to you s short narrative of the origin of
this statue, which has been kindly given me
by a friend :—" Shortly after the death of
lir. Mort, in 1878, & meeting of the in-
fluential citizens decided to do honour to his
memory by the erection of a statue sa the
most fitting form by which they could show
their esteem forhim. A large committee was
formed to carry out the decision, of which
Mosers. Baul Ssmuel and Metcalfe were
honorary treasurers, and Messre. F. H.
Dangar and J. Btreet were honorary secre-
taries, Mr. Pierce Francis Connelly, s
sculptor, from Florence, being then on a visit
to the colonies, it was resolved to ¢  him
with the execation of the work, the committee
having learnt that some of his work in
Florence had elicited very general admira-
tion. Mr. Connelly, before leaving B;dqaL.
executed at Greenoakes, under the immedis

supervision ;E tiri:]:.milj. a clay mfﬂl'ti?!i:
s photo , which gave very great satisis

tii?n to E:Pmmitm as also to the family.
From this model Mr. Connelly prepared at
Florence the larger
sent bronze statue was cast. The pedestal was
also designed by Mr. Connelly, and executed in
Florence under his directions, the materisls
of which wers marble, grlnth?, and limestone.
'The centre block is of a marble known as
Rooso di Levante, and is in one piece, and

of a sige regarded in Florence as & maximum.”
Such 1s the origin of this statue, and I thiok
on exsmination it will be found to reflect
great credit on the artist, who has ably
carried out the design, gonsidering the many
difficulties he had to surwount. (Hear,
bear.) I will no longer detsin you from
hearing one who was s personal friend of
the late Mr. Mort, who can enlarge more
eloquently than 1 can on tbe high merits of
thie distinguished patriot to whom you bave
raised this teptimonial as & merk of esteem
and admiration; a testimonial which is me
honourable to yourselves as it is just to the
memory of one who was so deservingly re-
" by his fellow eitizens. (Cheers )
bam&.m":f& who was received Iithh cheers,
then delivered a eloguent .
Mr. Dalley th::f{mp:ﬁdud nﬁn face of
the pedestal of the statue s beautiful wreath

of Australinn flowsrs. and over thia Mr.
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TO8 peaestal O TDE STATES B DERAULITUI Wreasn |
of Australisn flowers, and over this Mr.
Laidley Mort placed a wreath of camellisa
and other choice flowers, entwined with the
beautifully marked leares of the Crotom
Mortii. Bimilar wreaths, all of which were
kindly furnished by Captain Bloomfleld, were
pl-nos on the ental by other members of
the lste Mr. Mort's family.

His Excellency, adressing the Mayor, then
said : Mr. Mayor, at the request of the com-
mittee I beg to hand this statue over to the
care of yourself, Mr. Mayor, and of the
Corporation of By dnm .

At the call of the Mayor cheers were given
for the Queen, the Governor, Lady Loftus,
and Mr. Dalley, and the p ings ter-
minsted.
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