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Mr. C. A. Barham

-

LISMORE'S EX-TOWN CLERK

Mr. C. A. Barham, aged 83 years,
onc of Lismore's best known identities,
was found dead in bed on Sunday. His
wife took him in a cup of tea in tie
early -morning and, getting no answer,
hecame alarmed and ealled assistanec.
A doctor said that Mr, Barham had
heen dead a few hours. With the ex-
ception of an nttack of influenza Mr.
Barham enjoyel his usnal health re-
cantly.

Mr. Barham is survived by a widow
and six childrea, the Iatter being
Charles (Sydmey), Henry (Lismore!,
‘Eather (Mrs. McKenzie, Sydney),
Linda (Mrs. New, Svdney), Aunburn
(Mrs. Bowmaker, Sydnev), and Mrs.
Anderson (Sydney). Mrs. MeKenzic
and Mr. Charles Barham have left Syd.
nev for Lismore,

The late Mr. Barham was appeinted
Lismore town elerk and clerk of work®
In 1888. After the appointment of an
:-n.gi::e-ar he beeame town elerk and
this position ns retained until Octoher
1, 1924, the Ias! vear of his serviee

heing 12 months' leave of shsenee after ;

A7 years in his position, His firsf
visit to Lismor: was in 1873 when he
eame as & passenger on the Susannah
Cuthbert when what is now the prin.

eipal husinees seetion of the town con- |

tained about 12 huildings. At this
time, the omnly distriet industry of any
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months and left to take port in the
Palmer goldfielda rush. On a pony he
made alone the avorland l‘l‘ipj throngh
Kyagle to Ipawich, and thenee to Bris-
hane. This was o feat worthy of an
expericnesd hushman, For long stretehes
there was no track of any kind. In
Brishane Mr. Barham contraeted rhen-
matism and returned to Sydney. Re-
gaining his health he left for Cooktown
and thore set up in business, byt did
not stay long,

RETUERNED IN 1879.

The late Mr. Barham next entered
the service of a firm of wmerchants in
Syvdney and returned to Lismore in
1879, abont the time the municipality
was incorporated, His mission was t9
manage a sawmilling husiness owned
hy the late Mr. J. E. Glasgow. Afier
the =ale of the sawmilling businezs
Mr. Barham was one of a large number
of applicants for the position of town
clork in January, 1888, and was ap-
nointed in the following month. In Lhe
first ‘vear of his serviee, Lismore gas
works econmenced operations and then
followe.d 2 suezession of developmental

wnnartanac W Smhpr pfeing. Tm e
first vidit, Mr. Barham etayed six
months and left to take nort in the
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projects with nl! of which the town
lelerk  waz preminéntly  associated,
‘nnti', in 1800, the town water supply
was started in. the face of much op-
position. In eaeh suecessive improve-
ment, Mr. Barham horc his part until
his retirement nnd he still econtinued
to take an active interest in every-
thing econnected with the town where
he spent so large a portion of his life.

He will alwavs he remembered for
the interest he tock in the establish-
ment of paspalum. This was introdueed
by Mr. E. Seeeambe and Mr. Biarham
plantéd one of the "mrst robdrs "imn “im
cnelosure around the old couneil
shambers. Tn this work, Messrs. Sece
combe and Barham were assisted by
ithe Jate Mr, Jomes Barrie, then Mayo!
of Lismore, and the late Mr. T. G
Hewitt. In tho vear following plant-
ing, the grass had spread sufficiently
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ing, the grass had spread suffieciently
to rover the whole of the enelosure
and the four men were satisfied that
they had mndc a discovery of great
importance to the North Ceast. Time
proval tho eorreciness of the assamp-
tion. After returning from his long
eerviec leave Mr, Barham was npp?m‘t-
ed mnnicipal valuator and this position
he held to the time of his death.
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