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 DELORAINE TRAGEDY.

—
THE INQUEEST.

STORY BRY THE ACCUEED.
Launceston, November 4.

uest mu“rminf the death of Mar-
herine Ledwell was comtinued at
loraine to-day. Miss Ledwell waa found
dead on the Chembunt estate on Bunoday,
M, with her head shot off,
and Jo Henry Belbin, o youth, waa
in eus on a charge of having com-
ey Kathlean Tuck, 16 i
vy Kat vearn of age, re-
siding with her parenta at (Chesshunt,
sta that nhe aw Mia Ledwell
slive on _Wednesday, October 22,
at the BEad ills

The i
t Ca

s conversatinn with Mims

tuM her she was afraid of J:!Itﬂh HEThI!I
an the provious Sunday mg t In

fl:!l?-n-'lred r hame with a i

well's meter Nellie was wi hl'l' when he

followed ber. She did pot see Beltin at

the Red Hills tea meeting.

A Btatement by the Accused.

Detrctive W, J. Mansfield stated, in the
vonrse of enquiries, he interviewed Belhin
at Rndge’'s farm. The witpena tuck &
statement from Belbin, which he signed,
and it was withessed. The slatement waz as
follows; —"1, Joseph Belbin, aged 19 rﬂﬂa
laborer, tmplmtd I.':'nr Fred. Rudge,
hunt Eetate, hereby state that on Dﬂ-:-bt r
2 1 got up at ghout 7 aum. [ had b
fast and washed mome elothes, whmh
finished about 11 a.m. I was then mldl'nT
& book until dinner-time, at 1230 p.m
fini-hed dinner at about 120 p.m., and re

turped, and 1 wu reading a book until
abouat 2 p-m. [ then got a ferret and Mr,
Rut Winchester repeati lhntguﬂ_
which Imlda mx urtriﬂut nf took fou
Car with me,

ot the ferret rn
a rabbit burrow on !du- Enda'u propetty,
about T vards from the house. 1 then
put the ferrvt in smother burrow pear a
stong wall on Mr., Hayward'es property,
where | met Mr. Hayward. That woull
be ahont 10 or 15 minutes after | lefl
home. We both walked arross to the

ward did nol have g gun, but two minotes
after_ we reached the Button track 1 left
Mr. Hayward, and continued op the up
track until T cams to the dead body of a
woman. | then turned round te look for
Mr. Hayward, and saw him sbout 100
:r.ni- nlunr the

God's mke. want you.
I..rld 1 hl'ked dosn snd met lym.
‘There ir someone up there behind & stump,
and it lgoks as if they had their hruus

blown out.” e replied. ‘Go to —.'

maid, ‘It 18 Do Imglnn;r mi.tt.:r, Bill. I'hmr-
up and have a hnh We pstarted to walk
towards the wfomn. and whan  halfoav
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panel, where 3 tree butt is lying on  the |

track. Previous &e leaving the burrow |
near the ctome wall [ fired two
thots at a rabhit and killed it. Mr. Hay-

track, ard called out, ‘Comc
1 mid,

M

up and have a look.'
tmrdl tie !tnmﬁ.

there Hayward rai

We ptarted to walk
and when balfway
"iuu are nnt. pull.nrg

my ] are you, Pad.
Inn E{o the aﬂump. then IIHF nee.’
TeAr the stump, and he saw the 'hudy-

and said, - od, who i= this® Not
one of my pgiels, is it” The woman was

ng on her back and her t:’rol-hu 'ert'

imarranged.  She wan boldi
ing wiLh her lefi hand, and b nﬁ bl.ul.r:h -Ef
pansies in the same band. Her right hand
was thrown back behind her. cre was
al blue felt hat over her face. 1
thought it was a girl by the drem she
wis wearimg. | told Haywsrd w stand
and keep bos eve om it, while T went for
. . I'then got s bicycle from
{Mr. Rudge’a place. and went and mformed
cCartby and took him to where ] found
the body I did not fire any shots while
I was oan the track or in the wicinity of
the bady. 1 could hesr any shota fired
from the time [ got up im the morning up
to the &Sme [ inform cCarthy, I
las: saw Magprie T.-L‘d'l‘lu l.hw.- on Saturday
about dinner t:me, when she was driving
bullocks on her father’s farm. While out
shooting on O-toher 28 1 did not see anyone
shooding. The gun produced is the ome I
was pang.'

Appesrance of the Body.

Phin-Clothes Sergeant Jobhn J. Dunnm,

stationed at Westbury, stated that on his

wrrival st the scene of where the body
was found he mw what a to be

bumgan brains scat about over an
arca of three yards. was also
large bloodstain on the ground.

witness was present rhe'n. Belbin made
the mwmntpﬂrc referred to by De-
i wilnesa took pos
roduced. The stock
h!onclmi,ni.

Belhin. and asked him i he r.-unkl tm!
any fln-th.nr i'njt:-rmntmn concerning the
demth of the deceased. He replicd—"1
mnh l eonld ] have told you mil 1
The witness i he
tell the truth.
nothi
arked that be got =
lhn-ck 'lrhen h: fn:nrn.tglnﬂI t&e body. He did
not to onday morni
mdﬁdheen off his food mun:?
COn October 29 the witness an inter-
view with Belbin in the nee of Mr.
Gunner. The witnes informed him who
Detective-Sergeant Gunoer was. and told
bim that they were not -tuiiad with the
statement he had previo a& ﬂun and
that they had mme to im some
questions. The witness then cauti
him that be need not answer any of the
questions put to him. and anythi
t say might uaed im evi tm::
q:.mlt h.un ng th!u told Belbin that
A g g ooy en g
ey foun rang<ra
ware about. He maid—' ‘W‘hl ihuulnaihe
ahot Mr. Hayward stated he 'hﬂrd when
[ was with him* Why don't you fGod
who fired that, and you might fnd out
who shot the grl?™ The witness said
t.hnt, Hayward did not bear it i the

dlmmastiam werhome dhe daneaa —
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that Hayward did not bear it in the
direction where the deceased was found.
Belhin did mqﬁ‘rcph'. Detective Gunmner
told him that was peen watching Led-
well's hoose and lemwing the bhunt abou.
10 minutes to 2 on Uctooer 28. rie -a -
“It is a Le" Detective Guoner said,
;‘We can pmyT i." HtEd:lln denied fol-
ow ri on u previous
hhhl:_f g.uthnuﬂt be u,; ml:mf:he
whom he couldn't recognise in "
and did Dot koow who it was until
he went through Mr. Rudge's

He waa told that some of the resi

were sccusing  him knowing mare
aboot dectaserd's death than bhe had
stated. Asked what his mother
would may when she heard of it
be went over sat on hia bed.
In reply to other questions be statoed
he knew pothing about the death
of girl. When reference was again made
to his mother hearing sbout the grls
death and that he wes suspected, he threw
lnaeelf down on the oved anid an
to crv, saving, "“Fhe wonld not belewa it.”
He remained there for some time crying.
and then =at up. They hoth said ta him
he to be worried, and that if

nts

a
he knew an

vthing about the matter it
would be just as well tell them, =0 as
to make his mind esmier. He made no

reply, but got up. went to s box, got
writing-pad. and went to & small table.

| He then sat down and wrote the following

#talemment  —
Coniession by the Accused.
“Copedale, October 29, 1913.—Having '

bheen duly warned, 1, Joseph Heary Belbia,
hereby make the following voluntary state-
ment:—{m Suonday, October 28, | was
reading, when 1 got up and looked out
of the door. and secing Margaret Katlie-
ringe Ledwell coming across the fat
staried off with tbe gun to meet her. [
war anxiots to speak to her on certuin
matterse. [ met the decessed on the road
where the body was found, snd afier
speaking to her [ pr to leave her.
As I was leaving her I said. ‘1 suppose
you have npot got a kiss for me?' Bhe re
plied. "Go on und kies someone else.' [
sad, ‘I only want ope’ She smid, "Well,
want." I then rut my left hand on her
righ! ehoubler, with mv arm arcund her
sboulder. She was facing me. [ was bold-
ing the gon hy the barrel. decenmv]
smid, ‘Mind the gun,’ and gave it a push
over with her foot and at the same time
turned o gt wway. ‘hen tne gun
went off the ctock of the gun was oo
the groend. Whether the gun wae fized
off through the deceased pushing it or
through it g-etzin_F caught in something,
[ don't know, he d was stand-
ing when shot. 1 left the body as it iell
and did not try to hide any of the body
by placing the hat over the farce. The
Aowern were in her hand when she was
atot and the cout on her arm. The de-
veaard wan shot about 210 pm. (Signed)
J. H. Bellan. |
“PR._After the ahooting I went down |
in Mr. Haywad, iniending to tell him |
antil [ got oearly down there, when [ put
i off. (Swgped) J. H. Belbin.” : |
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it off. (Sumed) J, H. Belbin"

The witness said the statemenl was |
mnde voluntarily without any induoce.
ment or  threat. wis
pra nifle in  the bot. The
took it down and eaid to
vou say you shot
nct ﬂ@m&nﬂht
marks iB :
show ua' This he agreed
they went merom the

the body waa 3 the way
tive Gunner :ﬂ" what the certain
matter was he wiabed to tpﬁl-im&mud
about, and he replied, “1 decline to  dis-
romn it He gave no resson why.
ther armved a; the scene Sergmat Teme

kinson and other members of the police
werg therm. He told Sergeant Tomkinson
in the preeence ol Belbin tha: the |atier
bad madc a statement as to how the shoow
g bad bappened and handed him the
staternent tu read. Lellbin denied inter-
fering with the clothea of the girl, and
stated that they were pot :hnrun%ed
waen he left her. He then stated that
after Lbe -hmlilﬁ“hr got over the feuce
and wenl down ng the mame ddock
He passed through other paddoc and
then went ro Mr. Hayward's. They then
returned to Mr. Rudge's honse, and oo the
way he sdmitied that he wore the fannpel
and trousers produced om Sunday. The
flannel tad some scraps of the deceared
rli's brains on the left sboulder, which
lbin said he had off with a
ife. The witnesa maid they had to ar-
rest him for the murder of Margarec Kath-
leen Ledwell. and that he {Belbin) would
have ta go to Deloraine. He was then
arrested and brought in to Delorsine,
The forther hearing was adjonroed till
to-morrow, but the rest of the evidence
to be tendered will ba merely corrobors-
tive of that slready tendered.

RELBIN COMMITTED FOR TRIAL
Launceston, November &

The inguest was concluded to-day, when
Belbin again followed the evidence with
close attention. Detectivé-Sergrant Gurner
and Sergeant Tomkinson corroborated the
evidence given yesterday as to Belbin s
first denying that he knew anything about
the girl's death and subsequeatly signing
& statement that he ahot ber, but that it
was an ac ident. He was attempting to
kiea her when she kicked the weapon, and
it went off, .

Mr. A. R. Cocke, the accused’s ralicitor,
stated that he would pot eall any evi
dence for the defence, as it was not withiu
the provinee of the jury to determin: the
guilt or innocence of Belbin, but tn deter-
mine the means by which ].'ll..l.rgl-r!t Led-
well met her death,

The jury, ofter a bnel retirement, re-
turned the following verdict:—"That the
deceared, Margaret Kathleen Ledwell, met
her denth en Sunday, October 28, by a
gunshot wound wilfully and maliciously
rred by Joseph Hepry Bulbin.”

The accused was coumitied for rial.
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