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'IRAI;EI}IES

DEOWNING OF m um

By N. (, Hewitt.)

Of all the sud dtowning fataflities
that the mother colony of XNew South
Wales suffered in the early days of
gettlement, when the North Coasg was'
young aud battling for its very exist-
ence, to nome is attached the pathetie
inte res: surrounding the lamentable loss |
by drowning of Dr. William Collinson
Sawyer, the first Bishop of Grafton, who,
with his son and members «of his house-
hold, was drowned in the Clarence River
there whilst returning home from Even-
song on Sunday night, Mareh 15, 1868,
Though sixty long years have rolled by
gince that event was enacted, the tragody
is frequently disenssed as there are old
residents still living who r{-nmnher the
sl hnppfnmg

Early in the '‘sixties’’ an agitatiom,
led hy Mr. Clark Irving, then owner of
Tomki station (between Lismore and
(‘azino), was set on foot for the secpara-
tion from' Neweastle of a ecoastal Angli-
ean diocese, with Grafton as the Nee.
It reeeived solid sopport from the
squatters, -including Major Chanvel
(Tabulam), Mr. E. D. B, Ogilvie (Wian-
garie). and Mr. John Tindal (Ramer-
nie), Mr, Irving setting a fine example
by giving £2000 towards the foumding
of an endowment fond. jhe matter
was settled at a meeting held in Svdney
on January 21, 1862, After disappoint-
ments extending upwarids of four years,
in 1866 the Rev., 8. R. Waddelow was
chosen as the first Bishop, but he with-
drew Dbeeause of ill-health, and shortly
afterwardd died. The next ehoice fell
upon the Rev. W. €. Sawyver, D.D., who
was in receipt of am ineome of L1200 a
year, He was a man admirably quali-
ficil for the work for which he had been
seleeted and was wniversally respected and
Toved, and only 36 wears of age. Ile
aeeepted the Bizheprie which earried a
salary of omnly £600 per annum. He was
conseerated at Canterbury om February
1 2, 1867, and with his purty arrived in
the eolony in Decenvber of the same vear.
| Mis family remained. with Bishan Ty-el',
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‘The loeality is just past the ecemeteries,

- gave orders that his beat should rake
i him hnome,

His family remained with Bishon Ty-el',
of {‘wl-ﬂ&thl, for eight weens whoe ue
muide' his’ first visit to his large diocese
which inelnded Armidale, and the western’
plains.  He then joived them and took
them by steamer to Grafton. On Fri-
dav, Mareh 13; they get into the niee
home that had been  secured for them
on the left tank of the Clarence about
a mile and a half below Grafton on the
same side of the river. The house, a
hgick one; with masdive ecedar sfpir-
case  anil  window shutters, resembling
an FEnglish villa, is still well preserved
and ig now the home of Miss Cameron.

and was the scene of Carter and B-e]i
man’s faetories.

On that Sunday evening the Bishop]
drove to the serviee, leaving at home.
hizs wife and several of his children, also
his brother, who was a doctor. As the
road lay through the heavy eedar brush
and was dark and rough, the Bishop

Not being a2 swimmer he
lad a life belt to put in his boat in ense
of aceident, but on this eceecasion it was
left at the house. The rest of the sad
story has been graphieally told by var-
ious old residents, the heart of Mr.
James Creighton, the omly surviver of
the party (now an estate agent in Graf-
ton, still hale and hearty despite the
weight of four seore vears) being al-
wiays too heavv to teil it in full Tt
wias a menvorable service atteuwded by |
the writer's parents.  The ehureh was
very full, the Bishop’s sermon, which
was on  the soljeet of ‘“‘The unjust
steward,”” from 16th chapter of &St |
Luke’s Gospel, was remarkably earnest
and searching,  He spoke of the neces-
Hlt\' for being prepared to meet our
Creator,  Mr. Creighton, who heard it,
atutes:  **The Bishop said these pro-
phetie words: ‘Only imagine in une
short hour falling at your Saviour’s
feet," ““and as those worda fell from
his lips there was a heavenly expres.
sion in his faee I shall never forget.”’
After the bhlessing his private praver
was unusunlly prolonged, ®o that the
eongregntion, moved by the exeeeding

solemnity and bheauty of the sermon,
hegan tu “DIII‘IFI" when it would i'-uﬂ|
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hegan to wonder when it would end.
Whao shall tell what were the supplica-
tions poured ont by the young ‘Bishop
for his flock and himself at that, his
last serviece on earth?

Service over, and farewells taken of
friemls, the party of six set out to re-

turn by the river. A gusty darkness
lay upon the noble river as they em~
harked, In  conversation with the

writer, My, Creighton said recently:—
“We left the chureh a little after 9
pom. T rowed the hoat to nearly oppo- |
site. Dobie street, when the gond Bishop,
ever thonghtful for others, ordered the
sitls to he put up. He was steering
the boat himself, his nephew tholding
the sheet of the =ail. When near the
point of Elizabeth Island, 11 mile from

Girafton, a storm suddenly eame up. T
Advised the Bishop to steer for the light
of his house.  Tle did so at first, hut |

e was so pleased talking al'out the large |
congregation in the ehureh that night |
that he must have crossed the steering
Il'rnl-nj.it; anvway, he pulled the wrong line,
jeausing the boat to jib.  She went up'
to the wind, a sudden gust took her
aback, and she capsized.  All of ns were
thrown into the water. The persons
in the boat were the Bishop, his second
son, Ilewley, and his nephew, Harring-
fon  Brown, two servant girls, Mary
Mogan and Sarah Somthgate, and my-

aelf. My first thought was to save
the poor little boy Hewlev, but he had
sunk. He had heen lving asleep, and
thus passed into a deeper sleen, I

got Mary Hogan to the boat and swam
saround looking for the Bishop. 1 saw.

his silk hat floating, and found him later
when he came to the sarface. I took
hold of him and told him mot to elasp
inv—that 1 would save him. He was
quiet until I neared the loat, The
girl, Sarah Southgate, whe had a good
wnld on the stern of the heat, culled upon
me to save her. I was close to the boat,
and she let go her hold and clasped me.
U'p to that time the Bishop had not
struggled at all, but directly the girl took
hold of me he did the same. We all

o oas de W o al _ L B aa
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hold of me he did the same. We all
went to the bottom im I8 feet of water.
I did wot sée the Bishop again when [
came to the surface, After that I called
ar londly as 1 could: *A beat,” ‘help.’
Mr. D, D. Se¢lman, Mr, William Gibson,
and ome other came to the rescue.

The sad event plunged Grafton into
gloom, The bodies were not recovered
for two days, and there was universal
mourging—e«losed houses, with cessation
of every sign of lusiness in the town
until the hodies had been Mid to rest.
Henry Kendall, who was living on the
Clarence, them wrote:— .

‘0, beautiful Clarence, so dreamily

flowing,

He¢ went on thy bosom to go to lis
home;

But the Father, All-Glorious, directed
his going

To that home in the skies whenee no

sofrow ¢an come,"’

By his loving and devoted echaracter,
his  energy, self-denial, ability, and
friendly demeanour, the sacrifices he
made in England to undertake mission-
ary work, he had won all hearts and
attached friends unconnected with his
chureb.  As showing how publie sym-
| pathy was awakened throunghout the land,
no less than £1700 was contributed in
one day in the churches thronghout the
Neweastle diocese in aid of the widow
and orphans. A further liberal offering
of £240 came from Melbourne chureh
people.

the melancholy duty of providing for
| the return to England of Bishop Sawyer's
| wife and surviving echildren. Mrs.
‘Bawyer married again long years after-
wards, but has sinee entered into her
vest, as bas also another son. A daughter
of this son lives in Mellourne,
song of the Bishop survive amd are still
in the active ministry of the Church of
ingland. One is the Rev. H, V. SBawyer,
of the Bebool House, Shrewsbury, whilst
the other is in a neighbouring parish.
Both sent donations to the writer two
years ago when a sum of £40 was collected
for the restoration of the tomb, which is
surmounted by a handsome freestone cross
bearing Christ’s words: ‘‘When thon
passest through the waters I will be with
theo ??
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To Bishop Tyrell, of Newcastle, fell |

Two

Hia name and nosition are alzo
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thee.?? llissnnmn snd position are also
perpetuated by a memorial brass on the
south ehoir wall of the Grafton Cathe-
dral..

Bishop Sawyer'’s death was a severe
hlow to the Anglican Chureh. and
especially to the voung dioeese. During
his episeopate of 23 years -his suecessor,
Dr, J. F. Turner, preferred to reside in
Armidale, and thus was intensified the
loss of the cathedral eity of Grafton.
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