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FIRST SALE OF LAND BY GLOUCESTEIRD ESTATE LTD. AT STROUD, 27ih NOVEMBER, 19503,
Gloucester in 1900 was a very tiny place. Al-

though the first sale of the Gloucester Estate took

place towards the end of 1903 it took a good while

for the first buyers to get settled on their properties.

The esiale was sold in sub-
division and large gangs of men
were employed by the syndicale |
In clewring the country in pre- |
paration for scttlement and it |
was some vears after the s
lﬂll‘-, before much difference vae
feen in the town,

When the first =ale ool .im--|
Gloucester did not contaln more than|
& dozen houscs. Thi® was before
local government and Church and
Queen Sireets were just a part of!
the' main road which ran through!
the town and the other streets only|
existed on tlhe plan made by the
A.A. Company many years before
and added to by the Gloucester Es
tate Litd.

There was the store and hotel
about where Street and Parish now
stands a cottage of slab and shingle
occupled by Tom Britten, ano her
o3
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AN EARLY GLOUCESTER STORE.

glab and shingle place along Church)
Street occupled by Walter Russell|
as a saddler's shop, the Gloucester!
Hotel, then Iin the col age behind
the present structure. '

Across the street was a small shop
and a blacksmlith's shop opposite the)
hotel. Next to the hotel was Find-
lay MclInnes and Gorton's old hﬂlilﬂﬁl
op the corner and Dan Lindsay's)
place where the Commercial Bank!
now stands. The old brick Church af]
England, huilt by the A.A. Co. stood!
alongside the road about a mile frnml
the town opposite the homestead.
One or two stockmen's co tages,
along the main road made up the
lot. |

i

LANDMARK RAZED BY FIRES. |

An old landmark, Laver's accom-|
modation house, which stood where
Mr. Dick Adams now lives was ar
f? years before this time swept
away by a big fire which cleaned up
all the fences for miles. The old
road to the Manning went across the
Avon Flats from here. Until a
few years ago traces of this old road
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féw years ago traces of this old road
and culverts on the Avon Flats still
remained. !

After the =sale In 1903 and between
then and 1906 quite a bpumber of
businesses and residences hnd
sprung up. Aloeng Church Street on
the western side at the corner ol
Hume and Church Streets there was
a small grocer's shop owned by Mr.
Blanch, now of Tea Gardens, next
was a house occupied by Mr. Tren-|
bath, built back from the road, next'

|
wils Lhe Cloucester Es ate offive, in

which were Carlton and Abbolt, the
“Advocate” and the first branch of
Bank of New South Wales. Across)
King Street was a barber's shop and
1 billlard saloon, then ‘©Came Me-
Cluskey, the ‘ailor, the shire of-
fice, erected {n 18906, Pennington's
hutcher shop, a small fruit and cor
dial shop run by George Murphy; on
the earner of Church and Denison
Street 'F, Willk's boarding  house
next, we think, a blacksmith's shop
owned by Hewlilt. Tate, then H. E
Young's draper's sho», s  black
amith's shop owned by the Gloucest |
er Hote! (Dick Russell being thel
smith at the time), then there was|
Charlie Doust's general store and
right along the other end of Church
S.reet C, Lostroh's cordial factory
and residence,

On the ecast side of Church Stree
was Tom Riddell's general store, the

City Bank of Sydney (Mr. De
Gruchy, manager, who was followed
hy Mr. Charles), across King
Street, the Commercial Holel, erect-
ed about 1994 by Harry Green, a
small cottage in which Dr. Wright
had his surgery, Tom Britten's old
residence, the first branch of the
Commerical Bank (Tom Honeyman,
manager), W. W. Hawdon, solicitor,

[ and Dr. Mogaloy :
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it B3ve - Aikesceite A | was Dick Oldfield and Mr. Tom
' On the coiner of Clitveh and Den-| | ¥oung, and an old shack occupled
I l'---lrll ‘*11‘.T'.t~--b-: ‘-,"- : .I"t“‘lr'lli II_.LI-'nh Lin Lbv_Geqree Murphv. . Next was_the
”.rH; a i . R School of Arts erected in 1904 and
| | .\:rru.-m the stree. was FLL o GL a cottage m:cupied by Fred Wrat-
Chamne |, hairdresser, who buit! ten. Across Difmmn Street Wa3
the first brick shop In town. Charlie Skinner's workshop. Behind

Then there wis the old slab and the School of Arts was St. Jos-
shingle building which was built hy eph’s Church. The church was built
old August Reichert as a schoo in 1906. Rev. Father Meagher was
buililing, but was later used by Wal the ﬂrft pﬂaﬂt'
ter Russcll as a saddler's shop. Next In King Street on‘ the Hm:thet:n
to this was the billiard saloon and| Side was Abe Osmond’s blacksmith's
the new two-storied additions to| |the Street a small shop built by
the Gloucester Hotel completed in| 'Shop and residence and higher up
1904,

Across Queen Street was a black
smith’s shop and three small c¢ot
tages and further up the hill the
pollee station. The first residence
built in Hume Street was Mr. Haw-
don's and a cottage owned by Dr
Findlay, and oeccupied by Mr. Char
les. Across the street was the ol
A.A. Co. fence wired for sheep 1Ir
Barrington Street was the cotiage
occupied by Mr. Edward Rye, and
nlongside a cottage erected for Mrs
Meylan and occupied by Dick Rus
sell, the blacksmith. Next along
the street was Reg Mitchell, th

house now occupied by Mr. Joe At
kins.

FIRST CHURCH IN TOWN.,

~ On the hill was the newly
erccted Presbyterian Church, the
first church to be built in Glon-
cesler,

In his history of the Fresbvterian
Thurah in N.8.W., loaned to us hy
Rev. George McLean, Mr. Reg Atkin-
aon savs that in 1906 the Preshyvter-
lann Church in Gloucester, & wooden
milding costing £350, was opened by
the Moderator, Rev. Kemp Bnrice
A smaller church was opened at In-
verpordon in 1807,

On the other side of Barrington
Street, gtarting from Home Street,
was Dick Oldfield and Mr. Tom
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OLD BUFFER CRICKETERS ON GLOUCESTER PAKK — MANY OLD DISTRICT IDENITIES WILL BE EASILY RECOGNISIBLE.
T

Mr. Shah, who later on built the
brick shop on the top of the hill in
Queen Street. There were mno build-
ings on the other sgide of Kingz
Street. l

In Denison Street were three cot-
tages occupied by W. Neilson, Frank
Single and Charlie Wratten and Tom
Pennington's house, at present oc¢-
cupied by Ernie Beattie. Just here-
abouts there was a small room. used
as a chemist shop by a man named
Leslle. This was destroved by fire.|
Next to the Gloucester Hotel in|
QQueen Street was a cottage belong-
ing to Findlay McInneg, nexi was
the post office and on the corner
Gorton's old residence. Across the
street where the Commercial Bank
now sStands was Dan Lindsay, who
was in charge of the carrying for
the A.A. Coy. from Port Stephens
to the Peel. His place consisted of
cedar slabs and a shingle roof. Fur-
ther along the street was Harry
Wratten's cottage on the site of
Mrs. F. M. Laurie's residence. Round

the corner in Market Street was
Lew Myers' livery stables and resi-
dence.  Further over on the river
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LI RILCE, LUl el wuyer LIk Lneg Tiver
bank stood the Gloucester Estata
sawmill and a few huts for the men.

BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN,

At this period the town was prac-
tically bounded by Hume, Barring-
ton, Church and Queen Streets,
there being practically no residences
outside this area.

The sale yards were just above
the railway gates in Queen Street,

The Avon and Barrington butter
factory was opened in 1806, on the
Barrington Road 'he other side of
the Gloucester River bridge

When the School of Arts was

opened in 1904, Mr. U. B. Hugh-

es sei up a schoel for the

town’s children there.

Later a brick residence and a
school were built in Hume Street
and he was the first headmas'er *0

cccupy them.
— Gloncester “Advocate"

. L]
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