MEMORIAL TABLET UNVEILED

Cronglila C:lr;l_h:ll Charch.

A memorial tablet to perpetuate
the memory of the late Rev. W, E.
Goward was unveiled at a special
pervice in the Cronulla Congregational
Church last Baturday afternoon. The
late Hev. Goward wea for many years
a missionary of the London Misslon-
ary Socicty in Samoa and the Gllbert
Group. On his retirement he lived
at Cronulla. Following on the open-
ing hymn, the prayver of Invocation
wes given by the Chairman of lhe
New Bouth Wales Congregatlonal
Union, Rev. W. T. Hooler. The tablet
was unveiled by Misa Laure Forth,
who was with Mr. and Mrs, Goward
aF 8 missionary nurae for many years,
A dedication prayer was then piven
by the Rev. W. G. Bands, first min-
ister of the church, after which the
memorial sddress was delivered by
the Rev. A. P. Camphell, B.A,, Preai-
dent of the New South Wales Auxil-
Hlary of the London Missionary Bocl-
‘ety. The Minister, Rev. W. Touchell,
‘read an gddress prepared by the Rev,
'W. T. Hooker. Mr. Gordon Searl was
the organist, while Mr. J, C. Cruden,
Chairman of the Home Mission Board,
{also assisted ln the eervice.  The
| gpeakers eulogised the work done by
ithe late Hev. Goward and his wife
yat Cronulla, being mainly through
| thelr efforta that the church was
bullt, The history of the bullding of
|u1in church has & romantic gsig-
nificance, being really born through a
| challenge made to the late Rev, Go-
ward, After hila forced retirement,
'owing to iu health, he settled at South
' Cronulia, where there was no church.
| He gathered a small company of Con-
gregalionalists together in his ml,
home for the conductlng of services,
and when he was too il for a aer-f
vice fo be held there gthers opened
thelr homes, 8o that the worship was |
continued without interruption. The
numbeora incressed until & became |
necegsary to build a church, Ln.m:l!
was secured, a commencement made
with the crection of a modest build-
ing, and arrangementa completed for
the ceremony of the laying of the!
foundation stone. Then Mr. Todman, '
of Btrathfeld, saw what had been
jdone, and learned from Mr, Goward
(what had yet 1o be done to com-
plete the building. He wes very dis-
|plepsed with it, He felt that a better
building, worthy of the Congrega-
tional idenls, should be built at Cro-
nulla, A few days later he wrote
to Mr. Goward offering to give £1000
If fellow Congregationallsts in New
HSouth Walea ralged another L1000 in
jgix weeks, =0 that new plans could
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HOUTh WAles ralsed Another L1000 in
gix weeks, =0 that new plans could
be prepared and & more suitable edi-
fice prected. Thaet offer also contain-
ed enother condition, that his name
| should not be divulged while he lved,
It was a thrilling moment when the
challenge was announced to the people
of Cronulla, who enthusiastically ac-
| cepted it
i The short time doring which such
a large sum could be raised was hot
to hold up the bullding of the church
for too long. Within the prescribed
'time the money was collected, and
three days later Mr. Todman's chegue
was recelved, In due course the
beputiful church, with hall, vestries,
and furnishings complete, awaited the
great day of its opening and dedica-
tion. Though the vision of the ayer.
enlarging population of the pictur-
esque seaside town of Cronulla has
not yet materialised, it had been feit
| that Mr. Goward's laboyr should not
ke forgotten as long as the church
stood. For that reason the memorial
tablet was fixed in the church last
' Saturday, on the same side as the
i tablel which commemorates the name
_u:! T-].ilr, Todman and his magnificent
gift.
| This church at Cronulla; In & unique
|way, is really a Congregational re-
|lpunalbﬂlty. It was built by Cangre-

| gational non-residents of Cronulla,
|who have made it & community
church.

B T
| — — .

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article235354427



