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Wmi WE FORGET."
; '

.

- » r

Anzac Day Celebrations.

UNVEILING OF MONUMENT AT
; SOUTH GRAFTON.

Speeches by Dr. Page, M P., and

Mr. Vincent, M.LA.

COMMEMORATION SERVICE AT WON.
. "Engraved <on the heart of the nation are the names and

j the deeds of our immortal dead."

v 'These fitting- words, which form ithe inscription oh 'the South
- "Grafton

1

and District Soldiers'1 Memorial, which was unveiled

Xosterday at ijouth Grafton, express the feelings of all in the solemn

moments on; Anzac Day which are devoted to the commemoration ol!

our honored fallten soldiers. -
,

...

i
i

'

Anzac .Dayton' tj.o Clarence was bright
and fsunny> vand. large crowds assembled'
to pay their tribute to the deeds of hero
ism and - sacrifice which are associated-
with; that /glorious occasion' in Austra
lians,; history.

The servuce at Grafton was curtailed
.

- in' order that all might have the oppor-
trinity of participating in the unveiling
ceremony at

.

.South Grafton', which was

to commence at
,

11 o'clpek.
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,

.By the time, appointed a tremendous
crowd had gathered around the veiled
structure .which now stands as a per/'

maneiit record to those honored men of
Sou th v Grafton 'and distinct who gave
their' lives in the Great War. The site

chosen' for th.e monument is an ideal

. one, being right in the heart, of the town',

.

in
.
the centre of one of the

'

garden
.
pfotg. .'''"'

:
; The/ movement for the erection. .of. the

.
memorial was participated in, by /South
Grafton, Glarfenza, Contts' Grossing,

Sherwood .

/Creek,'
'

Blaxland 's
.
Creek',

!

GkmbiV'and'.OjB.X.' : The secretary
.
'totliepmittiee

.

Jatterlyv has' been' Mrs".
'/ .T.PRpbers, who.. succeejdgd, Mr. MeKefeL

Mfa -Boberts - and the committee had all

arrangements well in hand, .and the most

-earful.; .thought was manifested in 'the
'

'

preparations -fpir the function.
.

/.."
: On? One. side, of the memorial

, a detach-

msftkof the/41st'< Battalion and a detach-

.
meat of the 41st Cadet Battalion formed

afghaTdj under the -command of. Captain
Paul and Warrant-officer Turner, whilst

'

on. the .other .the .Grafton .detachment ,of

the 15th Light Horse Regiment, under

CaptainYSturt, M;C., Lieut. .Robinson, and
(Warrant-officer H. W. Pearn, filled a

v

similar capacity.'. The Boy Scouts were

also present, under, Scoutmaster !J. J.

Weller. Members of' the; Salvation

Ai-tny/Bahd and the Grafton City Band,
tinder Bandmaster Klaus, ; provided

'

the

music' for. tlie hymns.'
- An Enclosure was specially railed off

for" the' accommodation of the widows,
. orphans, parents and relatives of de

ceased soldiers.

The Ceremony 'throughout was impres-

sive -vih. character,, .and there was an air

of .solemnity and
'

dignity pervading tihe;

assembfed
'

throiig, which bore testimony

to 'the 'deep .-feelings .within their hearts;

The first part of the proceedings . was

devbted- to :a
'religious service of com

memoration, -upon which the unveiling

seremohy followed. The Rev. Sydney

Smith/B.D., late 'Chaplain of the A.I.F.,

acted' ;a's director pf ceremonies, and was

, supported
: Ori the1 '.platform by Dr. Earle

'J>agei';j.Pv. 'Federal. Treasurer, who was

acco'mpiinied'' by Mi's. /Page, Mr. Roy

Vincent; M-L: A., the.' Mayor of South

Grafton .
C. T< Schwingliammer),
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Grafton . (Aid. C. T< Schwingliammer),

Aid. J. Reid, 'Revs.. W. D. Mcllwraith,

B.A.,
"

W. Payne, E. Coleman and W. R.

Coleman. ; .

'

The' proceedings began with "God

Save the King," this and the other sing

ing being led by members of the Salva

tion Arnty and Grafton City Bands under

Bandmaster Klaus.
. The Rev. W. D. Mcllwraith, B.A., then

led in prayer, after which portions of

Scripture, taken from the Book of Re

velations, were read by the Rev.;AV.

Payne.
Smith, B.D.,

"

late

Chaplain in the A.I.F., delivered a- brief

address, in the course of which he drew

4 attention to the fact that the first part

of 'the official order of procedure gave

precedence to what was iow generally

- regarded, as the -most important purt of

this particular celebration, and that was

the religious and solemn commemoration.

They were not alone in this celebration,
'

>
for throughout the length and breadth

of Australia the same celebrations were

going on. It might interest them to

call to mind that
,
shortly after nine

o'clock that morning the Governor-

General was present at a great Anzac

l)av Celebration in Brisbane,, and that

h, unveiled the Cross of Sacrifice and

the .Stone, of Remembrance in ront o£

Toowong Cemetery. Jt showed that al

though nine years had passed by the

heart of Australia still beat true and

till recalled the great remembrances

that we passed through during the war,

and the' great sacrifices then made by oui-

own good men and true. On the. Cross of

there in Brisbane— and

�
"o in the British Cross of Sacrifice—

'

Sre was this inscription "Their name

liveth for evermO're," and no greater

thought or consolation could be 8iven£

this Particular time than a verse like
I

that It called to his mind one great

wc.d — immortality. It fhowe< he

I

mortality of various kinds, ereI

the immortality of remembrance They
I

"

were remembering to-day the soldiers of

the great ;

war,
especially those X

I
down their lives on the altai of thejj

I
country. There was also the lmmortalilj

I

hat came from influence. That influence

I
had made a deep impress on our country.
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had made a deep impress on our
I ?men

we looked back upon those scenes
I

»o many years ago we could moie truly
I

Estimate the saeldficq, and, we
I

moTe truly estimate the iufluence wlncli

I
those men .

had had upon succeeding gen-
' thfllr country

I
:

into the knowledge Of the whole of the

I
world They had by means of their

I "

deeds during the war brought to all the

I
civilised- and uncivilised countries of the

I o.ivinsea
1(1 f a country which

I waTs'

untU GmTSwn only as far away

I wilh Then there was the greatest
I fmmorUty

of all-t-he belief that these

I »eTere not dead, that "-their name

I
'

r niK f iir evernMcxre," that, their per-
I

sonalitv their identity was still the same.

I
We believed them to be in part of God s

I Universe. So let their names be always

I Sobered. Anzac Day should come

< ,.
before us with the great, appeal their

|bx; i: -JUJaml\VMh''fyf',eveTmoit-erV _<" ,0.1

t ''f "'tWta the
I

Rev. Smith an-

TK ' '. '

upiiWed': 'thaf Aii1 %n d'l 'been w-

' '

ceived -f
rtiifi " tlie Father LaWtoh, vfho.

1

. .

had been ill, and 'was not able
.
to

, be
present to speak to them that >mpffiing.

TJie hymn "For ever With the Lord"
was sung.

; The Mayor (Aid. C. T. Schwihghain-
mer; earpressed pleasure at seeing such
a large gatherings and at having. Dr.-
Earle Page, their Federal Treasurer, and
Mrs. Page, and Mr. Roy Vincent, M.L.A.,
with them. The monument had' been

raised by public subscription from' South

Grafton and the immediate' districts of
.Clarenza, Sherwood.Creek, Blaxland Creek,
Coutts Crossing,' O.B.X. .and; Chambigne.
Those different' committees did their up
most to gather funds and to collect

the names of the soldiers -who had done
in'eir bit on

.

the other side,' -and given
their - lives in -doing, so.

: :

There, were 46

names' aud they felt -confident- that not

one name had been 'priiitted. The moriu-
:

ment, which had; cost about £375, would
be. practically free of debt when, finish

ed. He was pleased to see present >o

many -of the widows and parents .
and

relatives of the soldi crs isaa.es'

were' on. the tablet.
:
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on.

Dr; Earle. Page, Federal .Treasurer, said,

he
..
was especially grateful to the com

mittee of. this South GiWfton and Dis;.

trict War Memorial for their invitation
to him; to; be present at the unveiling of

the permanent memorial to those brave

sons of this district, who had given
i their lives for the sake of Australian
liberty and of the . woTld 'a freedom, and

to have the opportunity of joining' witih'

all Wis old. comrades and friends and hia

native
.

fellow-ertizens in this
'

great
memorial day. He congratulated them

on Choosing Anzac Day. for the func-'.

'

tion._ Though here they would liave,

a' proper memorial/ to all those brave

dead, yet this was not' -the only place

where their memory wouid ever live. It.

'-would live" always in
'

the hearts and

memories of
'

those who knew the. men

who never would' come back, but as

.well as that ovejKon
'

the battlefields

of Gallipoli and; France, and ,
all the

battlefields of the great war there was;

a wonderful work being .

.done by the

Empire. War .Graves Commission. Dur

ing his; late -visit to 'England, Mr. Bruce;

the Prime Minister, went to every ceme

tery where Australian soldiers were bur

ied, and Vlie said the work being done

there was one that' would gladden the.

heart ,
of everyone who had lost a loved

one on the Other fide. The graves of
I

the men who made this day famous witb
their sacrifice;

.

in Gallipoli were being

kept in a most considerate and splendiu

way by that War Graves
"

Commission,

and our old foe, the Turk, was helping
'all he possibly could, because he ,ad-;

mired the gallant men who uied there,

even though they were opposed to him.

It was worth while, continued the doc:

tor, on an occasion such as that, pausing,

of the that

animated the whole of Australia, and
j

especially such .
districts aa this, during

|

the war. It would be superfluous for

him to say that the Clarence, distract
I

did its bit in that- regard. It. did its

bit
i'fi furnishing men for the other

side; it -brought out its full quota. They
all knew that the farming districts were

almost stripped bare of eligible men, who
!

were able to 'by .reason or the
I

faithful work of the womenfqfk, qiid

the fathers and brothers who.' .stayed;



Daily Examiner (Grafton, NSW : 1915 - 1954), Saturday 26 April 1924, page 5 (6)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article195115091

the fathers and brothers who.' .stayed;

behind. It would Jbe inyldious.itp speak,

of individual bravery where all men were

to be but it was

worth while remembering that this river
-j

sent some of fbe most distinguished
I

leaders of the war. It sent there Sir

Harry Chauvel, who -was regarded by
some as the greatest cavalry leader that

the war had produced. There was Col.

Bruxuer, who had added to a dis

tinguished whr record a great record
I

of civil service as well. There was
I

Brigadier-General Ivan McKay, a son
I

of the Manse, whose name would live

for good comradeship and. sportsmanship.
I

There were Col. Tom Fiiutoff and.
I

Col. Norry, and many others whose

names it would scarcely be possible to

give. it was always found, that the

men from this district did their -bit, and.

did it gloriously,' whether in leadership,.

in -bravery in single combat or
>in

massed troops. .But whilst t'hey wer-c

the
' left behind did their,

bit. as well. The work done by tno i

ladies of this district would never be
I

forgotten. They did well everywhere.

The Red Cross in South Grafton, ot
I

which he -believed Mrs. Roberts was the
|

secretary, during the whole of tihe war

labored continuously to send comforts
1

to the other side, and with wonderful

organisation, worked unitedly and with

out friction fr the good of the nation

a9 a whole, and especially for the boys
I

on the other side. When the war was

over it did not cease work, and he

thought that nothing was more gracious

than the way in which the South Grafton

Red Cross, with its associated branches

outside, welcomed home' "the soldiers.

Then the men in_the country kept pro

duction going and helped to fill
up the

war loans, and when the soldiers came

met them with ready sympathy,

and helped to get. them established. 1

They all knew how the repatriation ;'co.m-
1

uiittees bad worked. He esteemed.,
it.:

one of the greatest privileges of his

life to have been president of. the Re

patriation Committee for the
'

shires o1
I

Nymboida" and Oram, and, the muni

cipalities of South Grafton and U-1-

marra. They had no idea of the amount'

of work that was done, and he did not.



Daily Examiner (Grafton, NSW : 1915 - 1954), Saturday 26 April 1924, page 5 (7)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article195115091

know how they would have done it if

Mr. Pollack had hot got to work with

his legal mind on the Repatriation Act,

and showed them what they were able

to' do. Mr. Pollack's work was not

only of invaluable service to them, but

dl&y''hKlp'M 'la'" the?" general 'Hidpnitni'afcionn

energies -thHfit glibi/t 1
: lhh 1 1 1 sStkte: ' I' .".Hed

Vn ill(1
'

neve v 'fdfgeV the "sihgleltnihddd' &e-

vbtihn -and attention given to
'

their job

by all the members of that committee —

Mr. Reid, Mr. W.J. Hawthorne, the two

Messrs. 'Mulqiiiiiey, Messrs. Fitzgerald
and Kelly, of. Ulmarra, and Mr. Bush,
who, unfortunately, had since died. He
'whs. glad, to know that nearly all the

1

soldieVs they were able to put on the
land hereabout -

had made good, and
were going to., have solid and comfort
able homes witK.k. future for themselves
;and their kiddies. He lio.ped that the
names enshrined on 'that memorial would
be a perpetual reminder of the .spirit
which enabled Australia to do her part
.so gloribusly in the war, and an appeal
for a resuscitation of that spirit in the
tasks of peace. "Peace bath her. vie-,
tones no less renowned than , war," said
the poet, and much remained for 'us -to

conquer
still. Here we had the

.
rich-

est undeveloped district in the Common-
wealth. Here we had our task, and the
memorial should call us to -fcuckle

to
that task of making this the most pro-

1

duetive, prosperous and. comfortable
part of; Australia— a magnet/ to"

attract
people , from the whole of the world.
We had enormous problems here, bigger
probably, than in any part of- Australia—
a huge river to dam, forest- hills to be
made into" fertile fields, wild country to
be subdued, and comfortable homes to be
placed/ there. This memorial would live
as a perpetual appeal to

'

them to keep
alive that great spirit wlhich would en

able them to subdue nature and make it
their servant, and bondslave— a, bond
slave to make on the banks of thi3
beautiful: stream a place where there
.wpukl.

.

be better opportunities fot"

everybody than - could - be found
anwlaere -'else in '-the civilised
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in '-the civilised
world. In concluding, Dr. Page ex-;

pressed his sympathy with the bereaved
and /the hope_ that the names in'scribsd
.on thememorial-wonld never die, but would

kn.everlast/ino-
souree: :of>i.anspira-tfon,

fnot .inerely for this generation, but for
generations to come. (Applause).

Mr. Roy .Vincent, M.L.A., congratulat
ed the jiecple of, the district u-pon tlie j

fine type of memorial and the central
site that- had vbeen chosen. Dr. Page
had .:, said- "Peace hath her

'

.victories no
less renowned than war,'' and he wished
to say -that in ithe battles for ordinary
progress, and development in normal
times, although those battles might not
bp attended with

, the csame glamour as,
in . the field of war, still their 'issues

werp .
often fraught with just as vital

eensequenees for mankind and undoubted-
ly the spirit- -of sacrifice was just as

.much involved, so that whether a man

gave or offered his all upon the field of
b.attle or, gave freely of- his. time -in the
interests pf his fellowmen he /was equal
ly deserving of honor.

This country and those ideals which
we held dearer than life itself had been

preserved to us by the sacrifices made'
by our "sons; Nothing great was ever

achieved without . saerifice.
. Consequently

he hoped - that the. people would continue
to- -sacrifice, so ".that

... a
.

memorial even

greater than this' might be raised, to the"
eyierlasting memory of those who really,

won for Australia her -nationality. What
he meant by a .-greater- and grander
memorial ..was this, that the country
should be. developed; and made a country

1

ca-pabldOf containing -an enprmous and

prosperous , people, a country with a

generous' and- Christian people capable'
of fulfilling their duty in the making of
the world. He,, twisted that the patriot-;

ism shown by the' sons of Australia for
their Eippire and their country would be

an inspiration to the coming-. generation,
and that tlie spirit, which impelled- them

to go forward would/ live in U3 and' find

expression in a wholesome public life- and
in a will to make this country one worth

living in.. Many -of their soldiers had

had , a hard time and some of their.

Diggers
' unfortunately had fallen!. ; He"

.wanted to appeal to the community when
-
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they saw a - Digger who-, had' fallen, not

to pass by on the other si.de but t.o ex

tend to him a helping, hand. They/
wanted to look upon the cause of his
fall rather - than the fall itself, and to

!

remember . that when the supreme test;

pame that, man stood to and, played lils j

Part like, a man,
- and- helped to retain

'

j this '

country for us. (Applause.)
I

'

Captain Sturt, M.G., as tlie representa-
I

tive of the Returned 'Soldiers and Sail

ors - League, in a brief /speech said that,
l

one thing he would like to stress was
I

that" Anzaie Day had been chosen to
I

commemorate not only the landing on
I

'Gallipoli, but -many other feats of- valor
I

that stood to the credit of the Austral-
'

I.

ictus forties in the war. It was nine

years ago since the Australians were

committed' to that ill-starrecl venture on

the shores of Gallipoli, when ;there were

9000 Casualties, including
'

2500 killed.

Those men had not niade their sacrifice

in vain! If they emulated the deeds

they did and took the same spirit into

It, no doubt many of the problems of

civic life could be overcome and Aus

tralia .would keep her place in the fore

front of the nations which formed this

Empire of , ours. To those who mourned

their dead he would say "let pride more

than .teniper your sorrow" for he was.
I

sure that would be the wish of the men
I

wlio fell.
'

Aid. J. Reid said -it was indhed gratify

ing to one wlio was an old pioneer and

resident of South ,'Graf ton,
'

and who had

watched the course of things right-

chrough since,, tlie strenuous 'days of 1914,
1

to see such a large'.assemblage there ff

do honor to the occasion of the unveil

mg of that monument to - their departed
soldiers. Jt was typical to us to be prone
;o have short- memories, but they could

cast -their minds back to the days of 1914.

.when/war was first declared. They could

only imagine What it meant then up to
|

-i certain stage. They could not have

thought that it would develop into, tlie

enormous and awful conflict that took

place. The first -proposal from Australia

was. to send a contingent -of 20,000 men,
I

hnd lieWell remembered the occasion when
I

the first contingent was sent from that
I

town in the month following the war. He

and in with
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then and in with

the Mayor of Grafton it was his duty to

-,ee those first soldiers leave to go to

Egypt. He was sorry to say that several

of the names of that smail body were

on the memorial tablet. Australia sent.

'500,
0001!

or more men, but he ventured to

'iav that if such .a thing occurred ngr.>u

Australia 's response would be the same.

Continuing, Aid. Reid said that the

work of the Red Cross had been one of

tlie noblest things done during the war.

He also referred to the subseq unit woik

for the returned soldiers, and the efforts
1

of the Repatriation Committee. The Rc-
I

pntriation Committee took a certain stand,
I

and in conjunction with the able advice

tendered by Mr. Pollack they straight;

enetl out a lot, of matters that could never

have been straightened out if they had

the hands of weaker men. As the

result of their strong action he thought

tl-ev could say no Repatriation Committee

showed better work. Many' things were

-done to '.help them in their work, one ot-

Yae noblest acts of assistance being that

of Mv. Charles Tindnl, one of the oldest

residents of the district, who practically

made them a. present of £500 to enable

them to engage a secretary to do their

work. He felt it an honor to be present

to witness the unveiling of that soldiers

memorial.i (Applause.)
"

>

The Rev. Rvdncv Smith then mentioned

that Mr. A. .T. Pollack, who was to have

been the next speaker, was unable to he

present owing to his court duties, and had

sent, an apology. t

i

v .i-phe- wionnonieinV.wh.ich was
:

, c.oyejtffl, wij).;

a' hfigc A-ustealiaiinflog, l<int .byMlp?.

i'il f t tfn- 'Sc.h o ofl, was. thenainyeilwij b-yjljie.

n:cther3, widows and. orphans of deceased

soldiers, r- af ter . ..which the first verse of
"Nearer My God To Thee." was sung.
5 Te mOnuhient is a handsome obelisk.!
It is erected-' oh .a. foundation of concrete,
with steps

,(qf-;

-freestone and bases -and
i obelisk of .graiiite. . It is "the- work of
Messrs. Mathesqw and Collins, of Grafton,
and is a creditable production. Its situa
tion is an ideal one./ On the face of the
monument are

:

the words, "The Great
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monument are
:

the words, "The Great
'War, .1914-1.918$ "

and, beneath is the in
scription, ' Enjgraved- on the heart of the
nation- are >the. nanies and the deeds of
our. immortal/dead. "

The names qf the soldiers on the tablet
are as.followsY'jr

.
South Graf jfomMk L. .Asperry, J. C

Caiman, A.
'

C.!l Collins, A. Elder, W. It

Haigh, W. S. Hazzard, B. G. Johnstone'

C. C. La.yto.n, H. F. .1.

Maxwell H.

McDernud, W.'/St, C. Orr, H. S. Park,
E. S. Per ret t, O. <-Rea, W. Rea, J. (J.

Robertson, L. ,J.. Thompson, C. F. Wea-ther-
jstoiie, G. Weatberstone, D. Webber, L. J.

Windsor, .
E. Withers, T. A. lnglis, W.

1

Pollard,' and A. Welch.
Coufts'

. Classing.— N. L. Avery, A. J.

Avery, C. H/ Butters, '

Coglau, A. E.
Fothergill, A. James, T. Jones, .1. E.
Luckett, A. A'; Mackay, M. Morrison,' R/
Molly, >V. \Valsh, V. V. 'Whl.sh.

,

Slierwood.-TrE. I,. Dee, R. II. .Grey.
Ch'ambigne.r— E;..G. Austin, .C. B. Bel

lamy.
'

.

/

O.B.X. Creek, — G. E. N. ; Rhodes, F. G.
J.- Rhodes;

(

"

Blaxland. — A. Jongs.
"...

Clarenza. — A/Munro.
/ The placing' "of wreaths on the mcnu-

!ment followed, the first \vreath being de
posited by

'

V;Captain;,' Paul 'and ; Captain ;

/Sturt- from
/tlife;; /residents of' South. Graf-,

ton on beha if; of 'tlie' mother s, wi:l nv.'s an d

orphans. ;, TK /wreath, /tlie Rfey. Smith
announced,- was / the work of

, Madame

.Scott/ to whqm/t|iey were very grateful.

There were,
also from

.
the "Mum i-

cipality oif Sodth/Graftoii; the Anzae Dry
Committee, a.ndthe Red Cro4s.

The' Reeessiqna'i /Hbnii, '.'God of Our

Fathers," wah then.1 sung, after which

Bugler D. Strong, of the Grafton Militia,.
1

sounded
' ' The

'

Last .Post "
and "The,

Reveille," with/ which the,. proceedings',

terminated. x,:
/

'

, <


