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“LEST WE FOR
-A'nzac Da&khaﬁom.

UNVEILING OF MONUMENT AT
SOUTH GRAFTON.

Speeches by Dr. Page, M.P., and
Mr. Vincent, MLA.

‘COMMEMORATION SERVICE AT GRAFTON.

hplﬂdﬂthhﬂﬂ&ilﬁﬂmmu-ud
the deeds of our immortal dead.'’

These fitting words, which form the inscription on the South
Grafton and Distriet Soldiers® Memorial, which was unveiled
yesterday at South Qrafton, express the feelings of sll in the solemn
momenis on Anzac Day which are devoted (o the commemoration of
‘our honored falen soldiers.

Anzae Illy.-nn l:!a Clarenee was bright
and - sunoy ecrowds assembled
to pay tleir l.ribuh!.- to the deeds of bero-
ism and: saerifiee which are associated
with that glorions occasion in .H.Elt'ri.
lin’s history,

‘The service at Grafton was eurtailed
in order that all might have the oppor-
tunity of participating in the unveiling
_ceremony at Bouth Grafton, which was
to commence at 11 o’clock.

Bv the time aonointed n tremendans
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By the time appointed a tremendous
erowd had gathered around the veiled
strueture which mow standa as a per-
manent reeprd to those honored men of
. Bouth ' Grafton and distfet who gave
‘their lives iw the Great War. The mite
¢hosem for the monument is an ideal
ene, being right in the heart of the town,

_in the ‘eentre of one of the garden

The. movement for the ereetion of the
memorial was participated in by SBouth
Grafton, Clarenza, Coutts’ Crossing

mhul JOreek, Rlaxland’s Creek,
mbigné, and O.B.X. The seeretary
0l Levses g G g Ve R
A who Bc } E ehed,
]Ii-z mumlll :Im hﬂ-iﬂr “:md all
mnh we n an e most
eareful thought was manifeited in thé
préparations for the funetion, :

- Om one side of the memorial a detach-
meit of the 41zt Battalion and a détach-
_ment of the 41st Cadet Battalion formed
a :guard, under the command of Captain
Panl and Warrant-officer Turner, whilst
on the other the Grafton detachment of
the 15th Light Horse iment, under
y Sturt, M.C,, Lieut. Robinson and
rrant-officer H. W. Pearn, filled a
s eapacity. The Boy Beouts were
also present, under an{nutar J. J.
Weller. Members of the BSalvation
Army ‘Band and the Grafton City Band,
under Bandmaster Klaus, provided the
musie for the hymns.

An enelosure was specially railed off
for the accommodation of the w;dm
orphans, parents and relutives of de-
ceaned

ri.

The eeremony throughout was impres-
sive in ‘charaeter, ::lml ithtrm ':Eh an ;l:
.of selemnity and ty perv
assembled thro wﬂ:h bore taei-tfmmy
to the feelingzs within their hearts.

The ::E part of the proecedings was
devoted to a religious serviee of eom-

memora . which the unveiling
sereinony followed. The Rev. Sydney
Bmith, late Chaplain of the A.LF.,

seted us divector of ceremonies, and was
supported on the platform by Dr. Earle
Page, M.P., Federal Treasurer, who was
secompanied by Mra. 'Page, Mr. Roy
Vincent, M.L.A,, the Mayor of Bouth
Grafton (Ald. C. T. Schwinghammer),
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- ‘_-l'l—“ o -
Grafton (Ald. C. T. Schwinghammer),
Ald. J. Reid, Revs. W. D. Mcllwraith,
R.A.. W. Payne, E. Coleman and ‘W. R.
Coleman. '

The proceedings began with ‘‘God

" Save the King,’’ this and the ocher sing-
ing being led by members of the Salva-
tion Army and Grafton City Bands under
Bandmaster EKlaus,

: The Rev. W. D. Mellwraith, B.A,, then
lec in prayer, after which portiona of
Beripture, taken from the Book of Re-
velations, were read by the Rev. W.

i‘-;::.
Rev. Byduney Smith, B.D., Ilate
a in the A.LF. delivered a brief
address, in the course of which he drew
,attention to the fact that the first part
of ‘the official order of procedure gave
ence to what was m)w zenerully
regarded as the most important purt of
this particular rekhmtiuf and thut was
the religious and solemn commemoration.
They were not ulone in this celebration, |
' for throughout the length and breadth '
 of Australia the same celebrations wers
on. It might interest them to
call to mind that shortly after nmine
o'elock that morning the Govermor-
General was present at a great Anzac
Day eelebration in Brisbane, and that
h: unveiled the Crosa of Saerifice and
the Stome of Remembrance im front of
Toowong Cemetery. It showed that al-
though mine Yyears had passed by the
heart of Australia still beat true and
still reealled the great remembrances
that we passed through during the war,
and the great sacrifices then made by our
own good men and true. On the Cross of
Saerifice over there im Brisbane—and
miso in the British Cross of Bacrifice—
there was this imseription “+Their name
liveth for evermowe,’’ and no greater
thought er eonsolation could be givenm at
this particular time tham a verse like
that. It ealled to his mind ene great
word—immortality, It showed the im-
mortality of warious kinds. There wus
the immortality of remembranece. They
were remembering to-day the soldiers of
the great war, especially those who laid
down their lives on the altar of t
rountry, There was also the immortal
that came from influence. That influenece
had made a deep impress om our eountry.

i i b asa EeATAR

-

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article195115091



Daily Examiner (Grafton, NSW : 1915 - 1954), Saturday 26 April 1924, page 5 (4)

bhad made 2 deep impress om OUr COUmLLY-
hﬁm we looked back upon those scemes
s0 MARy Years ago we could more truly
estimate the sacyifice, and we tn?ld
more truly estimate the imfluence which
those men had bhad upon succeeding gen-
erations. They had brought tilfir eountry
fnto the koowledge of the whole of the
orld. They had by means of their
:nd:. during the war brought to all the
¢lvilised and unejvilised countries of the
-world the knowledge of a country which
was until then known only as far away
Australin, Then there was the greatest
§mmortality of all—the belief that these
men were not dead, that “then: name
liveth for evermjwe,'’ that their per
lity, their identity Was still the same.

We believed them to be In part of God's
Uniyerse. Bo let their names he always
remémbered. Anzag Day ehould ecome

ith th eat a 1 “ftheir
LPTN, ﬁa}{ﬁﬂ-w; great | '?.'".'f_.. i
i ¢ flily” bajh e I Rev. Smith an-

T:_h wf Y Ii‘:.!-..‘l wq'«i.drlm | T

11‘”'

* geived - front - the Rev. Father Lavwton, who

had been ill, and was not able to be
present to speak to them that.morning.

The hymn “‘For ever with the Lord’’
was sung.

The Mayor (Ald. C. T. Sehwingham-
mer) expresred pleasure at seeing sueh
a large gathering, and at having Dr.
Earle Page, their Federal Treasirer, and
Mrs. Page, and Mr. Roy Vincent, M.L.A.,
with them. The monument had been
raised by publie subseription from South
QGrafton and the immediate distriets of
Clarenza, 8herwood Creek, Blaxland Creek,
Coutta’ Crogsing, O.B.X, and Chambigne,
Those llilﬂ'antzmmmittm did tlurill'ml:t_-
most to gather funds amd to ecolleét
the names of the soldiers who had dome
tacir bit on the other side, and given
their lives in doing so. There were 46
numes” and they felt confident that mot
‘ome name had been ‘pmitted. The monu-
ment, which had cost about £375, would
be practically free of debt whea, finish- |
ed. He was pleased to see preseut »o |
many of the widows and parenis arnd
relatives of the wsoldi.rs- whowe pames |
were on the tablet. i

Tic Tewda PDoawme Padamal Muasasmsas aaid

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article195115091



Daily Examiner (Grafton, NSW : 1915 - 1954), Saturday 26 April 1924, page 5 (5)

were on the tablet. i
Dr, Earle Page, Federal Treasurer, said
he was espeeially grateful to the com-
| mittee of this Bouth Grafton and Dis-
triet War Memorial for their imvitation
to him to be present at the unveiling of
the permanent memorial to those hrave
sons of this district, who had given
| their lives for the sake of Australian
liberty and of the.world’s freedom, and
to have the opportunity of joiming with
all his old comrades and friends and his
native fellow-eftizens in this great
memorial day, He congratulated them
on choosing Anzac Day for the fume-
‘tion. Though here they would have
a proper memorial to all those brave
dead, yet this was not the only plaece
where their memory wouid ever live, It
wanld live always in the hearts apd
memories of those who kmew the menm
who mever would come back, but as
well as that ovag on the battleflelds
of Gallipoli and Franee, and sall the
battlefields of the great war there was
a wonderful work being dome by the
Empire War Graves Commission. Dur-
ing his late visit to England, Mr. Bruece,
the Prime Minister, went to every ccme-
tery where Anstralizn soldiers were bur-
jed, and he said the work being done
there wus ome that would gladden the
heart of everyone who had lost a loved
one on the other side. The graves of
| the men who made this day famous with
their saerifice in Gallipoli were being
kept in a most comsiderate and splendiu
way by that War Graves Commission,
and our old foe, the Turk, wus belping
‘wll he possibly eould, because he ad-
mired the gallant men who died there,
even though they were oppused to him.
It was worth while, continued the doe-
tor, on an occasion such as thai, pausing
to recall something of the spirit thal
snimated the whole of .&u-t.r_:lu., and
especially such districts as this, during
the war. It would be superfluous for
him to say that the Clarence distriet
did its bit in that regard. 1t did its
bit m furnishing men for the other|
gide; it brought out its full quota, They
all knew that the farming districis were
almost stripped bare of eligible men, who
were onlv able to go by reasom of the
faithful work of the womenfglk, and
the fathers amd brothers who stayed

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article195115091



Daily Examiner (Grafton, NSW : 1915 - 1954), Saturday 26 April 1924, page 5 (6)

the fathers amd brothers who' stayed
behind. It would be invidious to speak
of individual bravery where all men were
seknowledged to be brave, but it was
worth while remembermng that this river
sent some of the most di i

leaders of the war, Jt sent there S8ir
Harry Chauvel, who was regarded by
some as the greatest eavalry leader thmt
the war had produeed. There was Col.
Bruxuner, whe had added to a dis-
tinguished war record a great record
of ecivil service as well.  There was
Brigadier-General lvan MeKay, a sod
of the Manse, whose name would live
for good eomradeship and aportamanship.
There were Col. Tom Flintoff and
Col. Norry, and many others whose
names it would searcely be possible Lo
give. It was always found that the
men from this distriei did their bit, and
did it gloriously, whether in leadership,
in bravery im single combat or i»
massed froops, But whilst they wer
‘away the _peupleh Jeft behind did their
‘bit as well. The work done by LA
ladies of this distriet would mever be
forgotten. They did well everywhere.
The Red Cross in South Graftom, ot
which he believed Mrs. Roberts was the
secretary, during the whole of the war
labored continuously to send eomforis
to the other side, and with wonderful
organisation, worked unitedly and with- |
out frietion for the good of the nation
as a whole, aud eapecinlly for the boys
on the other mide. 'When the war was
over it did not eease work, and he
thought that nothimg was more gracious
than the way in which the Bouth Graftom
Red Cross, with ite associated branches
outside, welcomed home™ the soldiers.
Then the men in_the coumtry kept pro-
duction going and belped to 6ill up the
war loans, and when the soldiers eame
back. met them with ready sympathy,
and helped to get them established.
They all knew how the repatriation ecom-
mittees dad worked. He esteemed it
one of the greatest ;y'lvi]egu of hin
life to have heen president of the Re-
patriation Committee for the shires ol
Nymboida and Orara, and the mum-
eipalities of South Graften and Ul
marra, They had so idea of the amount
of work that was done, and he did not

benw howm fthar wanld have dana it ir
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of work lhal Was done, and ne glu uus
know how they would bhave domae it if
Mr. Polluck bhad not got te work with
his Jegal mind on the Repatriation Aef,
and showed them what they were able
ta do. Mr. Pollack’s work was mnot
only of invaluable servica to them, bpt
dlbd' 'NElpad 'in' the!' genewal “dépatrintion
energiey -thw‘tht‘ e Stater | Te
"would nEvdr Yofget the single'mindéd de-
votibn -and sttemtion givem to their job

HIR all the members of that committee—
r. Reid, Mr. W..J. Hawthorne, the two
Messra. Mulyuiney, Messrs, Fitzgerald |
and Kelly, of Ulmarra, and Mr. Bush,
who, unfortunately, had sinee died. He,
was glad to know that nearly all the
soldiérs they were able to put on the|
land hereabout had made good, and
were going to bave solid and comfort-
sble homes with @ future for themselves |
and their kiddies. He hoped that the|
names ensbrined on that memorial lmnldi
‘heln perpetual reminder of the spirit
which enabled Australia to do her part
80 giorlhu-lj_ in the war, and an appeal
for a resuscitation of that spirit in the
tasks of ce. ‘‘Peace bath her vie.
tories Do less renowned than war,’’ said
the poet, and mueh remainmed for 'us to
eonquer still.  Here we had the rieh-
est undeveloped distriet in the Common-
wealth. Here weo had our task, and the
memorial should eall us to buekle to
that task of making this the most pro-
duetive, prosperous and comfortable
part of Australia—a magnet to attraet
people from the whole of the world.
We had emormous problems here, blgger
prnh:my,.than in any part of Australia—
& huge river to dam, forest hills to be
made into fertile delds, wild country to
be subdued, and eomfortable homes to be
placed there. This memorial would live
.l" % PaTE tual t.mi 1 to them to keep
alive a rit which would en-
gble them tﬁm?: nature and lﬂ:iﬂ it
their servant and bondslave—a bond-
slave to make on the banks of this
beautiful stream a place where there
would be better opportumities for
everybody than eould he found
anywiere  else in the eivilised

[ | ! T USSR %
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anywihere else  in  the  eivilised]
world. * In eomeluding, Dr. Page ex-
pressed his sympathy with the berecaved
and the hope that the mames inseribad
on the mmrhl_mld never die, but would
he ng.-mrlubmf soures of  inspiration,
mot merely for this generatipn, but for
generationa to come. (Applause),

Mr. Roy Vineent, M.L.A., eongratulat-
ed the pecple of ihe district upon the
fine type of memorial and the ecentral
site that had been chosen, Dr. Page
had said ‘‘Peace hath her victories po
leis renowned than war,’’ and he wished
to say that in the battles for ordinary
progress and development in normal
fimes, although those battles might not
be attended with the same glamour as
in the field of war, still their issues
were often franght with just as vital
ecnsequences for mankind and undoubted- |
ly the spirit -of saerifice was just as
wueh involved, so that whether & man
gave or offered his all upon the field of
battle or gave freely of his time:in the
ntegests of his fellowmen he ‘'was equal-
Iy deserving of honor,

This eountry and those ideals which
we held dearer than life itself had been
preserved to us by the sacrifices made
by our ‘sons. Nothing great was ever
athieved without saerifice. Consequently
he hoped-that the people would continue
to eacrifice. so that a wmemorial eve
greater than this might be raised to the
. everlasting memory of those who really
| won for Australin her nationality. What
he meant by a greater and grander
memorial was this, that the eountry
should be developed, and made a :ﬁnntrr'
enpable ‘of eontzining an enormons and
prosperous people, a eountry with a
generous and Christian people eapable
of fulfilling their duty in the making of
the world. He, trusted that the patriot-
ism shown by the sons of Aunhtralia for
their Empire and their country wounld be
an inspiration to the ecoming generation,
and that the spirit which impelled them
to go forward would live in us and find
n:prr-iﬁn in a wholesome publie life and
in a will to make this country one worth
living in. Many of their soldiers had
had a bard time amd some of their
Diggera unfortunately had fallen. He’
wanted to appeal to the community when
thev saw a Dirrer who had fallen nat
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WA ELTUE Ay -Il FCIEE LAF LT TAFIINMILANER L1 F VW ETaN
they saw a Digger who had fallen not
to pass by on the other side but to ex-
tend to him a helping hand. They
wanted to look upon the eanse of his'
fall rather than the fall itself, and to
remember that when the supreme test |
eame that man stood to and played hin,
Irmrt like a man, and helped teo retain
this country for us. (Applanse.)

Captain Sturt, M.C.,, as the representa-
tive of the Returnmed Soldiers and Bail
ors League, in a brief speeeh said that
one thing he would like to stress was
that Anzar Day had been chosen to
commemorate not only the landing on
Gallipoli, but many other feats of valor
that stood to the eredit of the Austral-
iang forées in the war. It wms nine
years ago gsinee the Australiana were
committed to that ill-sta venture on
the shores of Gallipoli, when there were
9000 casualties, ineluding 2500 killed.
Those men had not made their saerifiee
in vain. If they emulated the deeds
they did and took the same spirit into
it, no doubt many of the problems of
civie life could he overcome and Aus-
tralia would keep her place in the fore-
front of the nationg which formed this
Empire of ours. To those who mourned
theit dead he would say ‘‘let pride more
than temper your sorrow’’ for he was
sure that would be the wish of the men
who fell. (Applanse). ;

Ald, J. Reid sald it was indeed gratify:
ing to one who was an old pioncer and
resident of South Grafton, and who had
watehed the ecourse of things right
chrough sinee the stremuous days of 1914, .
to see such a larpe assemblage there i+
do homor to the oeeasiom of the unmveil
g of that momument to their departed
soldiers. It was typieal to us to be prome
ra have short memories, but they could
east their minds baek to the days of 1914,
when war was first declared. They eould
‘unly imagine what it meamnt thenm up tlo
1 eertain stage, They could not have
thought that it would develop into the
:normous and awful conflict that took
place. The first proposal from Australia
was to send a eontingent of 20,000 men,
ind he. well remembered the occasion when
the first eontingent was sent from that
town in the month following the war. lle
was then Mavor. and in conjunction with |
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lwns then Mayor, and in conjumetion wilh
the Mayor of Grafton it was bis duty to |
we those first soldiers leave to go to
Egypt. He was sorry to say that several
of the names of that smail body wert
on the memorial tablet. Australia sent
;300,000 or more men, but he ventured to
sav zhat if sueh a thing ocenrred ngnm
Australia’s response wounld be the same.

Continning, All. Reid said that the
work of the Red Cross had heen one ol
the noblest things done during the war.
He also referred to the subsedqreat Work
for the returned soldiers, and the efforts
of the Repatriation Committee. The Re-
putrintion Committee took a certain stand,
and in conjunetion with the able advice
tendered by Mr. Pallack they straight-
ened ont a lot of matters that conld never
uave been siraightened out if they had
| heen in the hands of weaker men. As the
result of their strong action he thought |
tl-ey eould say no Repatriation Commitfee
showed better work. Many things were|
done te help them in their work, one ot
+ u» noblest acta of assistanzs buring that
of Mr. Charles Tindal, one of the oldest
residents of the district, who praetically
made them a present of £300 to enable
them to engage a meerelary 1o do their
work, He felt it an honor to be present
to witness the unveiling of that goldiers’
memorial.' (Applause,)

The Rev. Bvdnev Smith then mentioned
that Mr. A. J. Pollack, who was 1o have
been the mext speaker, was unable to e
present owing to his eourt duties, and had

gent an apology.

i 1" Phe monumeit, which was eoyered, withy

a taige Austemlian fag, lent by the Sagth
) Sivafion Srhool, was then nnveilad by’ the

wcthers, widows and orphaus of deceased

e ———

soldiers, -after whiech the first v
‘‘Nearer My God To Thee’” was ;r:; o
“Ti:e monnmest is a bandsome obelisk.
] erected on a foundation of concrete
ywith steps of freestone and bases lll.ﬂ’Z
.;hehli: of gramite.. It is the work of
. eduin. Matheson and Collins, of Grafton,
t? s & ereditable production. Its situa-
on is an ideal ome. On the face of the
‘mnnnnent are the words, *‘The Great
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monument are the words, *‘The Great
‘War, 1914-1818,"" and beneath is the in-
seription, ‘' Engraved on the heart of the
nation are the names and the deeds of
our immortal depd.’’

The names of the soldiers on the tablet
are as foHowdi— -

Bouth Graffos—B. L. Asperry, J. C.
Calman, A. C"Cbllins, A. Eller, W. R.
Haigh, W. B. Hazzard, B. G. Johnstone,
€. U. Laytom, H. F. J. Maxwell, H,
MeDermid, W. 8t. C. Orr, H. 8. Park,
E. 8. Perrett, O. Rea, W, Rea, J. (.
Robertson, L. J. Thompson, C. F, Weather-
|stone, G. Weatherstone, D, Webber, L. J.
Windsor, E. Withers, T. A. Inglis, W.
Pollard, and A, Weleh.

Coutts’ Cromsing.—N. L. Avery, A. J,
Avery, . H. Butters, 'I. Coglin, A. K.
Fothergill, A, James, T, Jones, J. E
Luckett, A. A. Mackay, M. Morrison, R.
Mully, W. Walsh, V. W. ‘Wulsh.

Sherwood.—E. L. Den, R. il. Grev.
: Chambigne.—E, G. Austin, C. B. Bel-
amy.

0.B.X. Creek,—G. E. N, Rhodes, F, G.
J. Rhodes,

Blaxland.—A. Jones,

Clarenza.—A, Munro.

The placing ‘of wreaths on {the monu-
ment followed, the first wreath being de-
nosited by Captain Paunl and Captain
‘Bturt from the residents of South (-af-
ton on behalf of the mothers, wilows and
orphans. This wreath, the Rev. Fm'th
announced, was the work of Milame
Reott, to whom they were very grateful.
There were also wreaths from the Nuni-
cipality of SBouth Grafton, the Anzae D:ry
Committee, and the Red Cros.

The Recessional Hymn, ‘“‘God of Our
Pathers,”” was then sung, after which
Bugler D. Btrong, of the Grafton Militia,
sounded ‘‘The Last Post”’ and °‘The
Reveille,’” with which the proeeedings
terminated. '
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