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DEATH OF MR WILLIAM BARKEL.

NOTED BAND CONDUCTOR,

Thr dedth occurred wyesterday of Mr.
Willlam Burkel, who was a resideot of
the Newcastle: diatrict foc the post 43
Yeurs, and one of the best koown band
vouductore o Australin. He was 74 yoars
af nge.

The iaie Mr. Barke! died rather sud-
denly.  He was on a visit to Boolaros In
the mérniog, and took 11 when in the
troin. e ook tralo streight back from
Cookle Creel. reacked his home in Law-
sim-gtreel, Hamilten, st about half-past
one @' clock, and died & few mluutes alters
wards. Ho In supvived by his wildow,
three =ons, and ope daoghier,  His wifs
was present with him wien he died. Mr.
John Harkel, of 1he ileathing stam of the
Hamilton 2uperloy Publie Schoaol, s eoe
of the sons.

There wan no beitrr Kpown eonduciof
of hands in Aostrulla than the Ints MrT.
Barkel, and in his professional carenr
hia genievementes jocluded thirieen Inler-
roloninl champlasships, which ha wan with
e ald Foorth Reglmynl Band of New-
caglle districe, and the Newcanlle City
Bagd., The fret bonpd bio ook charge of
in this dietrict wae that of Morpeth, where
b Hvpd for scme time prioc to coming (0
Newopstle. He first camie into marked
prominence jn Newcaglld more then thirty
veprs wea, when he got tgzethor a seratel
Band of & nimber of his old friends, anpd
aceepled &8 challenge from the Great Nor-
thern Padd (eondocter, the lole Mr. Goorge
Hardy) 1o play for £1% s wide, Ths
rompetition wag played ot the old Crysial
Pulace Gurdens, Warstah, and Mr. Zlmmes
wae the mdjudicitor, Mr, Barkel's haod
won, About two years Ialer he wan glyen
n commission by the Government to form
the Fourth Hegiment Hand Hiw record
shown whal m greal puccess he made of
the work. He met with ready support
from & nomber of plavers, and lhe bond
held an unbeaten revord In varlous con-
tesim under hin baton. The Luod's Efeal-
ezt performance was winning the Cro-
tenary conteat held in  Bydoey Im 1884
againgt allcomers throoghout Auetralosis.
Oiher blg victoriea won by this bapd un-
der the late Mr. Barkel were two con-
tesia 3t Wallongong, and two at Neweasila
agminat wlicomers. When lae reslgned
fiom the conductership of the Fourth Re-
glment Band, he formed ihe Newcastle
ity Band and the Barkel Model Band.
In the first contests In which t(hese two
hands took parli they won firsl and sotomd
prizes reapeciively, This wus at Wallop-
gong, and the contest was open te all-
comers. Eariy o the ™'s he Look the
| Noweastle City HBand to Melbourno to
compely in the Drulds' contest, nnd ths
biind scored moother wiclory., The buand
made a wonderfully gosd lmpression, o
ihe following year the bund declloed to
go to Melbourne, owlng io the cxpenses
beipg w6 beavy, but & oumber of Mel-
bourne vesldents had so enjoyed the bund's
plaving on the occaslon of its previous
wisii thut they got together and =sub-
eerihed sufMeclent money Lo enable the
band te coma agaln, The band accepted
the offer, nod the trip was well worth
‘while, For thla fApe comblontion ndded an-
‘other win Lo Ite Het. Olher Bucceases of
d wera &t Ballarail, Buihurst, Ar-
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he bund wera at Dallarai, Buthurst, Ar-
midale, Moree, and Bydnéy. In the coun-
|edl room of ke Neweastld City Councll
la to be seen tha fine whield won by the
band mt the Ballarat South-street loter-
colonlal champlopghip comp=tiitioos, in
which bands from varlous paris of Auve-
tralla, Temmapis, end New Zealaod Look
pari. The adjudicator was the noted Tng-
lish musleian, Mr. J. Ord Hume, The
shield was awardsd op a thres years™ ag-
gregats, The Bmythe Cup, which wes
won at Ballurat by the band, was pre-
#inted by the members 6 the late BMr. .
Barkel, and L {8 & Lrpasured posseselon
af him Iamily. |

Thers wns no man more rvendy o Aol
lanything Io the sweet causs of charity
than the late Mr. Barkel. Freguenlly
on Eundays he and the band would viski
varipus parts of the district and play o,
(gome doserving owuhe.  On many oDecs-
plons the Newcustle Hospital has benefited
In this way, Thore are very fow of Lthe
origlas]l members of the band now lving.

The funeral will Teave his late resldonce |
this afternoen for Bundguie Comstery. |
e ———

The first five FPresidents of the United,
Btates ended thelr terms of servica gach|
In the sixty-sixth year of his Bge.
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