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PORT CYGNET HALL.

—

Laying of Foundation Stone

—

Beramun;Ferfurmed by
Warden Davies.

i

Congratulatory Speeches,

The foundation stone of the Municipal
Hall in course of eraction at Lovett was
lnid by the Warden ( Mr _Arthur Davies)
on Thursday afteracon, 1o the presence
of a vary representative gathering of
citizens, including the resident clergymen
and the members of the council,

Having placed in a small recess be
naath the stone a sealed bottle containing
copies of the newspiapers of that date,
the Warden directed that the stoue b
Jowered into, position. This was dons
and he thereupon declared it “well und
trulylaid.” Proceeding he suid:—"Ladies
and gentleman: We have to-day takes
another tmportant vuward step along the
path of progress—an iriportaut step to.
wards the concummation of a great soe.
ial reform in this district. If we wish
our people to De :unteqtad with
their lot, and to keep pace with other
districes in various parts of the
State, thion we muat give them the sama
facilities for sogial amusement and in-

tellectual  improvemept  as are
provided  elsewhere r’?_{h&ar,_ _ hear)
Wa all koow that environmang
all the world over had a wond deal

to do with the formation of churacter,
and i should ba our ardent desire thal
our people should ever be lookini upwird
and onward. It is ourduty to awaken
within them aod to foster d hoalthv am-
hition. In every district yoa will find a
faw crokers who —con:ider a few shillings
aextra taxation before rthe interasts of
human lifs or human happinass. Bt s
is our duty 88 councilloss to led ] in all
those things that we bonsstly consider
sra for the betterment of the people—
(applause.) If we were Lo waik till we
woL o piush bandn t from the ratepayers, in
mnny instances we woltid ot omove
before the corack of domu. The view [
Lave also held is that cou willors should
rapresent the shirlwiod reener taan the
weatheronck, We only lLave 20 loakat the
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weatheronck, We only Lave 20 lok it the
refarms that have been carried odr s e
the council hiad been in exidiencs. Unay
include the establishmant of a sanitary
garvice, a hospital, the lizhting of the
town, and now this fine town hall that is
to be. Is ibere anyone who will argue
that evervy ons ol these things id not a
distinet advaniage to the district? Al
though we have done mush, & good deal
vet remiins to be accomplished bafore
we pay off the arrears of past apathy.
Wa have yet to provide a pure water
supply for this town, while public
abattoirs also have to be erccted. These
arg two things that vitally affect tha
whaola of the people, aud stand easily
firat in point of importance —{hear, hear).
When pushing theze schemes forward
| wa will, of courie, voms into conflist
| with thuse few penple, of whom I have
'already spoken, who are afraid of a few
ghillings extra taxation. [ wouald point
out, however, that we buve a district
‘that is spe=cially blessasd by Nature,
' Bounded, as we are, by the duon river
|on the west and the D'Entrscastean
Channel on the oast, we have no snow-

clad mountains intervening to spring

cold snips upon us. We have a harbour

second to none in Tasmania with deep

water almost from shore to shore. It is

one that the British fest eould

manoeuvre in safety. Then our soil has

been especially blessed, possessing, ac-

cording to the scientific reports mede
upon it, all the constitnents essential for
the successful growing of apples. In
view of thesa facts, if the district does
not prograss, then the peopla themsalves
are to blame—(applause), It is the clear
duty of all those oceapyiug leading public
positions to urge the paople to ba enter-
prising, and to inake the best usa of our
rich natural resources—(loud applause).”

Hearty cbeers were then given for
Warden and Mrs Duvias,

At the invitation of the Warden those
in attendanes then adjourned to the
coungil-chamber, where they wers
lavishly enteriained, their wants being
liberully attended to by Mrs Davies, as-
sisted by Mrs Edgar and Miss Davis.
The wusval loyal toast having been
honoured,

Rev Father O'Flynan propessd the
health of the Warden and councillors of
Port Cygnet. He said he had been look-
ing forward for a long time to the day
when the foundation-stone of tha new
hg.ll would be laid, because he rscog.
nised shat a hall such as that beiog
erected would be a great boun to the
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erected would be a great bosn to the
people of the district. Not only would it
give the people tha required facilities for
spending their evenings in  healthy
‘am_ssment, but would ba the centre
round which the praegress of 1he district
might be said to revolve. [t gave him
very great pleasure to propose the health
of the Warden and councillors, all of
whom had worked hard to promote the
progress of the Port Cygnet district as e
whole—(applause.)

The toast was drunk with musical
honours, and Councillor E. Baldwin, in
responding, said it was a change to hear
such nice things said about councillors.
It was generally theirlot to have abuse
heaped upen them.

Rev. Hooker proposed the toast “Sue-
cess to the new building." He emphas-
ised the importances of having a hall
adequate for its requirements, It was
essential, not only for the amussment
but for the education of the inhabitants.

The toast was heartily recesived, and
Couneillor R. Harvey, in response, re-
fgrrafi to the advancement made by the
district, stating that it was within his
recollection when the whole of the applas
grown in Port Cygnet ware bought by
one man. They numberad 800 cases
whaoreas last year, althongh the crop was
an unusually light ons, ovar 300,000
bushel cases of fruit were sent away from
there. That, he thought, indicated very
salisfac-ory progress, )

Other toasts honoured were “The
architects and contractors,” proposed in
If.elic:xtuus_ terms by Rev Mr Goldsworthy;

The ladies,” proposed by Dr Wade ; and

"Thﬂ PI'EEB." ; "
Harris, pmms‘i‘i hI’J' Couneillor v‘
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