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Bendemeer Memorial Gates.
Official Opening

The Bendemeer War Memosial
Committee had the extreme pleasure
on Anzac Day of ut last witnessing
the culmination of its efforis to-

wards erecting o memorial 1o the
men of the district who servad the
(] l.!:ll'luf'h!r.II.-h‘lT‘hmil Wi .

As mentioned by the Secretary
egreat delay occurred in the comuit-
tee's pevotistions with the Centra!
Committee; but at long last  the
plans of the pates decided upon as
the form of the memorial were ad!
opted and the work was put in hand.

With «harncteristic  enersy.  1he
members of the committes worked
with a will under the skilful direc-
tion of My Hamilten, ard soon  the
vates were ecompleted.

They provide a main entrance  to
the park on the vight EBEank of the
Macdonald River and [acing the
Great Nosthern Reoad. 11 is an ideal
spot, one frequented by the peop-
le, bhoth visitors and Incal residents.
snd its natural beauties, whal with
river. and tall she-onks and sloping
swards. with the piciuresque bridge
elose hy. have heen further hallowed
by this memorial to L2 sacrifices of
tge districl’s voung manhood in  the
Great War.

Here, ia the yzars Lo come. the
memorial will give wute testimony of
u great crisis that found the dis-
trict's yoang men willing., aye, and
read:, to brave the Great Unknown
in the cavse of their country. Their
deeds will be jeculled. and they will
be honored more and vel more ns
Lthe vears speed on.

The gates will be a heritage o
the community, which. wmore particu-
larlv, will asseinhle thers each An:ac ®
Day for the purpose of sineine the
praises of its soldiers and holding
silent cotemunion with the spirits of
Lhose who have given their all for
their country.

THE CEREMONY.

Glorious weather prevailed for _he
official opening ceremony on Anzac
PDay. Heie between the hills, Old

Sol poured down his warmth from a
hitabks hluea abic semiflascked ko bl
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Sol poured down his warmnth from a
bright blue sky unflecked by cloud.
Oeecasionslly a zephyr genlly waved
the fAags bedecking the Memorial
Gales. In this =atting, the ceremony
was wilnessed by a large number of
local residents and | visitors [rom
Tamworth, Uralia and Walcha  dis-
tricts.

In the absence of {he President of
Cockbuin Shive Council- Mr. Arn.
J. Osborne presided. and was sup-
En-l&d by Mr W, O. Muirray and Mr

. . Dixon (Secretaiy).

Praceedings commenced with  the
ginging of the National Anthem, aft-
er whick the Chairman beiefly ad-
dressed Lhe assemblage. He gave the
public a cordial welcome to what he
termed the mos: important event in
the histoery of Bendemeer. In the
Memorinl Gates the people had some-
ihing in which they coula well 1ake
¢ deen pridz, and it was qullmpriate
that this day. the twelfth anniver-
sary of the Janding al  Gallipeli,
shouid be set apart lor such a rere-
mwony. As thev cast  iheir minds
Fack Lo tha' wondesful day it seem-
ed incredibhle that twelve years had
passed; but they recalled vividly the
wonderfvl deeds of their boys. Time
was softening the memory of the
losses of their voung manhood in
the Grea* Wayr, but thers were still
aching aeqrts wmong  their  small
community as well as  througnout
Australin. although 1t was solacing
to those who meourned their dead to
know thal they died that the Aus-
tralian nation might live.

The Gntes as they stood cost L140.
said the Chairman, which he thought
was a fline tribute to the men who
had helped by veluntary labour, thus
saving much expense. In this con-
nection he woanted 10 particularly
menltion Messrs A. C. Doring, A. Ed-
wards and Breti. He also wanted 1o
thank th: Corkburn Shire Council,
and particularly the Clerk, for help
and advice given in conpection with
the movement.

At this stage the Chairmar read
apologies from Mr W. Park and Mr
R. J. McKieran. and then called on
the Secretary. o whom the lion's
share of praise was due for the ii:-
al success of the movement.

Mr Dixon said the movement was
first mooted on 13th October 1923,
when il derided at a ;ﬂl!}li_::. meetling
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when it derided at a public meetinye
that it wes the duty of Bendemeer
nmnd distriet to make some tangibile
expressions of its gratitude ta the
men of the district whe fought in
the Greal war. 'Three and a half
yvears had elapsed since the move-
ment was first mooted, bul many
things prevenited the commitiee go-
ing ahead as gquickly as it could have
wished. Great delay had been occa-
sioned in its dealings with the War
Memorials Board. In the first plans
regpived from  the Board wooden
pates were previded for, which he
thought was a downnght deliberate
insult 1o Lthe people of Bendemwer.
As one member of the committee re-
marked, they didn't want to put ap
anything to feed white ants, and
they thers and then decided to have
iron gates. ‘Their proposal was sub-
mitied 1o the Board. and eight
ironths Lken elapsed before the com-
pleted plans were -eceived by the
committee. He though' the compiet-
ed work was a. substanlial a job as
they cculd lind. The voung people
pregent that day would he old men
before signs of decay appeared in it.
ond he Ielt that in the vears to come
th=y would (eel a bizher cratitude
io those whose names were perpetru-
ated on the marble tablets of the pil-
lurs ol the vates. Pecsonally he felt
a deep sense of pratitude ut beinu
spared o take part in this dav':
provesdines, and as Secretary of the
movernent he felt he had onily dune
his small part in acknowledeing  the
sreql deeds of the bovs who {ousht
for Lheir home and country. Had it
ot Leen Tor them where wonid Ans-
tralin huve heen ! Heve ‘he spenber
harked ba-k o the dav:  of  the
Franeo-Prussian War snd the heavy
indemnity demanded of the PPrench
by the victors, Had Germany won
the Greas War, her legwons would
have come (o Australia, Perhnaps
Turkish soldiers would nave patrol-
led our count-y, and wouldn't that
h:ive been nice? The childien weir
e vouny Lo know of the darck dpys
of the GGrea' War, bul he hoped they
ool Hive 1o reseember Lie day ool
the opening of these Memarial Gates
as a red letter day in their lives, and
bonoe the wemory of <he bow s wivose
nan = Lthey peepetualed. Personally
B lewd ceached the T9h wiile stope
and he felt that he had not long .
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and he felt that he had not long Lo
wn; but he could assare them that
whiis he tiveed e waershin take ever
vare of thr pates.  [Applause).
Many bLeaviiful wreaths adorned the
danel  their =orce were theo
publicly acknowledged by Mis Jus.
Kyaun on behalf of the Bendemeer
Red Cros:; Mr: R. Sinith, on behalf

: Large Gathering

Franlpes,

of the G.PP.L.; Mrs *. Fisher. on be-
half of the Lest We Forget Leaguoe;
and Lorng Oshorpe, sn behall of the
school wirls.

Mr W. Carlon (Uralla), then being
culled upon. offered his hearty con-
sratulntiors {0 the rood people  of
Bendemesr upon erectineg such =
beautiful memorial. The memorvial
vwas a ching of beasuty that would
alwnys serve as g reminder of ile
boys wha had done so mach. On tha:
day Iwelve yvears aso the voung Aus-
traliang did more for lhe name of
the nation that zll othe's had done
ull their lives. ‘The Australians had
distinpuished themselve® as the best
lighters «n the face of the earth.
and he fell that theye was ol one
wasted life minonest 201 who had fal-
len in the greal cause- the only was-
ted iife was that of the one who
wenl his way without thought of
cihers., ‘The glorious Anzacs would
live for ever, and their deeds will he
remembered as lonp as  there ame
Australians  alive. Personally he
wanted also to mention the great
¢redil due Lo Lthe wowmnen of Austra-
lia, ‘whose vrand sustained work due-
ing the war helped 1o win the ex-
Lraordinary distinction  that  had
come tn Australia.

M1 Hamilton, who said that Gates
were a ciedit Lo the vitizens and the

district. then called lor three cheers
for the retarned saidiers of Bende-
meer, and late-. his invitation o
cheer Lhe commillee was agnin re-
echoed down the valley ol the river.

Mr Jas. Ryan. speakin:: on behall
of the rotorned soldiers. said it caves
them pleasure in thanking lhe peop-
le of Bendemeer for the tine memavi-
al. He mentioned the numzrous me-
morials met with in Ewope, and in-
stanced how the natives rlways poin-
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stanced bow the natives rlways poin-
ted them oul with prid2 and honor.
He felt that the people in the years
lo enme wolld grow L honor the
Bendemes s Memorial Getes more and
inore. ;

The Chairman thea presented a
silver key to My Muriay, at the same
time asking him e officially open
the ates.

Mr Muarrny undraped the tablets
tnd opened Lhe gates. In doing so he
said: | Jeclare these Memarial Gutes
duly open amnd dedicate them 1o the
honcur aud =lery of [he men of Hen-
vemeer who fought in the Grealt War,

Mr Murray thanked the Chairman
for the honor and said  he  would
ueeply Lreasure the silver key, hand-
ing it down as one of the heirlooms
al the family.

The  ecommittee  then  walkad
throvgh ihe gotes, fullowed by the
jreuple, this concluding tke ceremony.

IHE MEMORIAL.

The iron pates e swung  be-
tween four substantial - pillars  of
brick. standinzg on  concrete.  i2fL

batween each pillar. In addition to

the main gute in the centre, on the
left a uate for fool passenwers s

provided. Marble iablets are built
in the two cenire pillars, on which
the following names are inscribed:

1

x D. C. Murray J. Skewes
x G. T. Reid J. R. Skewes |
x E. Andersor W. Skewes
xJ. H. Rioraan 0, L., Smith
x H. C. Hine A. C., Smilh
x C. Holledgze ;. Phillips
x G. Burlinsun H. Gibson
x» R. Adamson W. Day .
W, A, ]-h!ﬂinly F. Albertson
= P, Murrav (', G. Park
F. J. McGinty J. Ryan
F. 5. McGinty W. Southwird
L. R. McGinty l.. Berman
J. H. Murray (. F. Sisson
5. T. Murray B. K. Oshaine
L. Mursay A. West
J. Murray J. Knight
P. O. Murray GG. Gregson
W. E. Riordan (. Fitzverall
G. D. Riordan TI'. Adamson
H. V. Riodan F. Knight
E. Brereton e W. Haines
H. Brett e (. Blair
C. Breit e T. L. O'Tounle
B. Schalk e J. MceGinty
A. Reid e Enlisted
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A. Reid
x Killed
¥ Died

e Enlisted

The wreaths adorning the Memori-
al were ailistically piepared. and
tiea with Battalion or Regimentul
enlours. The Lest We Fareel League
offered such tributes to the iremory
of ihe following:- -

Private G. T. Reid. Ird Batt., kil-
led in Freanece April 9. 1917,

Cpl. D. C. Murray. M.M, 33rd
Batt., killed 23rd Juiy '917.

Private J. H. Riordzn. 18th Bat,,
killed 16tk January 1916.

Private G. Burlinzon. 33rd
Filled.

Private R. Adamzen, 35th Batt..
killed 7th .lupe 1917.

Private H. Hines. Ist Batt.. killed

Uraopsr D', A, Mettiniy, 12th L. H.
died 28ih April 1918.

Trooper R. C, Holiedee, 2nd L H..
iiillad Aup . 1uh 1917,

Privatz E. Andersca

The Memoria! Committee compris-
ed: Messrs Phil Dixon. John Dixon,
Albert Osborre, A. BMurray, J. Dig-
lick- A. J. Oshorne and R. D. Dix-
on (Secretary).

attl.

AMBULANCE SPORTS.

Sports. organised n aid of
Tamworth Amoalanca, filled in the
afternoon. A very live commillee
:tarted the lengilhy orogramme at 2
“clock snavp, and kept it moving
throurhout. Horse, pedestrian and
miscellaneans evenls were decided in
vuick suceession, anl (e publie was
very well satislied.

Keen interest was
horse events.  which
kesnly contests],

Resulis are:

Bendine race: B. Sweeney,

Musiecal ehnivs; R, Smith 1, K.
Uorhetyr o,

Saddling hovse race: K.
L. Smith 2.

& Flag race: K. Smith 1. 2.

-

Lhe

taken in  the
were Just  gs

Corbictt 1,
Swe: ney

Throwing al  wiclist  thoys), Cal.
Hazlewnnd,

Guessing weight o yoll, Mrs I3,
Ushorne and Arthor Blaiv divide.

Three-iegeed race. U Bavliss and
(i. OTaole.
Throwine  bioom. |adies, Mrs (.

Ushorne
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LELRORWY FONY TR EMONT),.  ITMES,  Mirs U,
Usharne
Noil deivinte ladies. Mrs F. Dorine
Fatr sheen gannted by My I, 11,

Witts, P. (V'wale.
Fat o sheep donated
Osharne. 2, Yuarreil.
Fut stheep donated ' Mre F.
e W, Ficher,
Rescwiae wonnd: |
Swecney.
Dhiinkey v L 8
Carey - your-«hum
adl A, bSweoney.
Steppine distance, e, 1.
Wil .
Steppi o diztanes. ladies, Mis WL
Wiicht.

hw My J. T.
[} IE
saleiier, A,

aith.
TR Lo L Corbetf

Hlavades-
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