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Unveiling of Honor Board at
Urass Valley

e et
AN IMPRESSIVE CEREMOXNY.

The unveiling of the Honor Boand,
presented Ly Mr. amd Mrs, F, R,
Walsh to the residents of Grass Val-
ley in memory of those who lhave
enlistedd from that distriet, took place
on Suimiay last at the Orass Valley
Btate School. The ceremony was per-
formed by Mr. William Sermon, the
patriarch of the district, that pentle-
man having celehrated his nimety-first
birthday on the 27th of last monih.
It was also fAtting that Mr. Sermon
should perform the cercmony, as he
hus several gramisoms (two of whom
have pawd the supreme sacrificr) and
other relatives at the fromt,

The Board is a magnifieent piece of
work. It stands I0ft. fin. in  height,
by aboul 4ft. in hrewdbh, amd is mads
wholly of beautifully polished jarrab.
It stands upon pedestals alout thres
fset in heizht, and has space for Three
rows of names., Already there arp 77
names on hrass plates engraved there-
on, aml AVt maore are o
he added. Twelve have masle the
great sacrifice. It will theelors 1w
geen ‘that the toll of death amongst
those who enlisted irom the Graas
Valley <iatrict has deen heavy, The
hoard iz surmounted by carving that
is really beavtiful., Above the row of
names are the words, “‘The Oreat
War," whilst ahove the whole is the
rising sum, under which i= g shiell
on which is carved the statue of an
Austrglian soldier that has on Lhe gne
gide the Umion Jack amd om the oth-
er the Australian flag. Two gums
momnted on their carriages alzso stomd
out prominently, not a detail having
heen omitted by the carver. Beneaih
these are the wonls ''Pro Patria' amd
the numerals 1911, the year in which
the war started. The whole of the
work was done by Mr. Madelex, of
Perth.
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Perth.

The assemblage was the largest that
has ever heen seen in Grass Valley,
there Leing f[ully 500 persons, from all
parts of the district, present, aml
through the pgemerosity and fore-
thoupht of Mr. and Mr<. Walsh, the
fulure peneraiions will ever remember
those, who, reeognising their duty,
left their peaceful pursuite fo take
part in the great fight for the fIree
dom ol the world.

The ceremony wa= formally perform-
el in the school room Lv Mr, Ser-
mon, alter which geveral gentlemen ad-
dressed the assemblage from the ver
andah of the school. ’

Mr. Havelock Weight, J.P., on be-
half of Mr. William Sermon, said that
prntleman was the proudesl man in
irars Vallev that day. He recogmiszed
the great tribule which had been paid
them, and was abtsolutely proud of
the Mstrict which had scnt so many
of itz men to the war,! an:d was doul-
Iy prood because, amongst the names
engraved on the hoard were those of
weveral of his own hlosd  aml  kin,
He regretted that therr was one
which Tore that f[atal lLrass noteh.
Mr. Sermon also desired to pav tri-
bute to the women of the district (4@
the noble efforts they were putting
forth. Mr., Sermon was prowd of the
numier of men that had enlisted from
the district, and regretted the preat
loss of lfs sustained, but realisal
that in this Homeric strife thev must
expect many macrifiers and jear them.
He hoped the hereaved  mothers would
findd some consolation in the fact that
they had bhorne their part Ly bring-
ing into the world a band af heroes.
He also hoped that he would still be
alive ‘when thev would welcome home
their heroes in the not far (istant
future, .

Mr. F. W, Meere<, on behall of the
residents of Orass Vallev, eomveyad
to Mr. and Mr<. Walah their heartlelt
thanks for their noble gift, and said
it was only pne of the many kindly
actions that Mr. amd Mrs. Walsh  had
done during  their residence in {irass
Yalley. He noticed that suaer  hadl
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Yalley. He noticed that anacr  Tadl
heen leflt on the Toard for the addi-
tion of more names, hut he sincerely

hape] none would e added. He trast-
el that the end nf fhe war was in
sight, amd was sure that 1t 41l the

fighting forees of the Allies were of
the same ealilite as our own, the war
woull have heen ended ere now.

Mr. P. O Drigcoll, in supparting, said
T [qullﬂ- of the distriet werp prale-
ful to the donors [or their generosily
and thoughifulness in presenting  the
Hemor Board. There was no occasion
to go hack into hislory- lo eeek  for
heroes. They now lad them of Lheir
own, amnd the people ol Grass Valley,
when they razed upon  the  Homor
Roard, wonld realise that thelr vouwng.
men had ponre forth in a spirit  of
lieroism  anid m-”-.dﬁﬂt‘iﬁt‘f", He referrml
to the Aneient Orecks, to thal noble
hamd of 3 Spartans wndee Loonidas

who stopped the Persian hoste, tl
were slyin to a  man. Thelr deads
eonld not e exeellsl, hult onr own

heroes weorg |‘H'4:pil_l'lﬂ ta dir for their

homes aml institutions amd ddie  as
the heroes of the ancient davs  did,
The Rev. Father O'Dunnell  desired

to expres< his appreciation ol those
who had gome forth to fight the Dat-
tlem of the Fmpire in felds overseas
All pations honored their heroes. In
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honor conferred upon the heroes eoukd
not b too greal.

Rev. ). Mason was pleared to have
the privilege and opportunity of at-
temling. They had  repealedly  scen
long lists of men wha had gone owd
to figrht the Battles of their country,
atxl then they had only to torn back
helore  the war and  remember the
peacelul lives they had lived. Thaev
werg all heroes ! The Australians hal
sealod the heights of Gallipoli, fought
noldy for the homor of their Coun-
try, and had made & name for  Aus-
tralia that will never die, bhut wonkl
bee emgrraved in the hearts of the pon-
ple for generations to come. The
Honor Boand was.a remembrancy ol
those mim wWho had gone 4o the  [ront
aml also of  the spirit that  had
prompted them o go. The eall  had
never fallen wpon deal cars, and men
willingly lott their loved ones  to do
theiv duty. It was pleasing that the
Board had lLeen ervetad in the School,
a8 it woull remiml the ohiklren of
those who had =0 noldy responded to |
the call of their roumry,

Mr. F. W. Roe, the Mavor of Nor-
tham Mr. A, W. H}'-ﬁel-d}, and Mr A
E. . Milkdleton also spoke, the lat-
ter referring to the heavy percentage
of  deaths am] casualties  thut had
oeeurrad amongst those who had-  en-

listenl from Grass Valley,

Mr. Roheits-0'Brien eaid that those
‘whe had enlisted richly deserved all
thal was said of them, put they must
also remomber the men who had en-
deavoured to enlist but had hesn re-
jected. They suffered just as much as
those om the hattlefields,

France, Najpwleon wasz idolised, lilie—E
wise in the Umited States of America |
the people reverad the mame of the |
Father of his Country—the greatyWash-

ingtons They in their own way |
shoukl rever thoee who had gone forth |

ta fight for them. There Wag  ohe aml : they
thing they eonld be thoroughly sure should al-o honor them. The highest
ol, and  that was that thore  wiho of all molives was duty, amd the low-
had gone had done their  duty, and | et the lear of pain. Australians

hH{I g‘,no 1'1.1 I:I!l“.}lfl ll]l."' H-ﬂ.ﬂ'rl'{[ IIII'I.H\: i muld "Ell-ﬂ- ]HJ ul:fl;ll"'l"ﬂ {}[ H‘ﬂ lﬂ.tiﬂ.

ol Australia in foreign fiekls.  He aw It had their sense of duty that
hoped many would return 1o - Grass nad prompted thf-m to mll.u? \'-u:hm'ar-
Valley, and was pleased to he present Uy amd go to Fgypt, Gallipoli and
atl to kiww that ”l'lilﬁq* whn T Fl‘ﬂﬂﬂi'- Thie ﬁ:«lmg had Yeen  insti-

utedd by their mothers, and in 2

answered the eall had heen approciat- n '
subgidiary «enge Ly their teachers, as

wl, There was 1o greater, sacrifice
that a man could make “Than lay ey hEIPL_‘d to imould the chargcter
down hiz lile for kLis friond.** .\'Il}' of th: chikl. He considers] that the

school war the most aprropriale of

honor conferrad npon the heroes coukl
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school wae the most appropriate of
all place< in which to place  the
Board, am the children, when looking
upon it. would sayv, “T know  thal
man and it i8 my duty to cemulale
Wim." The germ of duty would thie—
lore he ipstilled into them. Mothers
would sorrow over thuir fallon sons,
but that sorrow would he soltem«d in
the knowledge that they had died in
denng their duty. e desired to sin-
vrely lhank Mr. amd Mra, Walsh for
their generosity amd hoped that  re-
eldeuts of other eemtres woukd  emu-
late them in placing Homor DPoarnds
in schools.

Mr. F. R. Walsh, wha was received
with prolonged applaves, expressed hig
axireme pleasure in seelngy 80 many
present gt the ceremony, amd epid it
had bren a gPeat privileme to botlh
Mrs. Walsh and himself to The enabl-
el to erect the Honor Board. He
hadl known many of the boys, whose
names appear on  the poand  since
their childhood. They had Dean fne
athletes and pood eomrades, hat
their [rlends di] not know of the
courage and heroism they would dis-
| play when called upon to do their
duty. Those lads would never e for-
potten, aml e hoped thatl dhe Homor
Boand would serve o premimed  futore
pererations that there had heen a
peperation that had mot Jeen  afraid
tey rigk theip lives in honor ol  their
vountry. i any names lued hesn omit-
teel from  the Board he would he
pleazsd if The relatives wonld inform
him, and he would see that the plates
were immesliataly proeured. (Applause.)
The proceesdings terminated with  the
ginging of the National Anthem.
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