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Three RAAF armourers who risked their lives
working with mustard gas in Glenbrook during
World War II returned to the village last
Wednesday to unveil a plaque commemorating
the men who worked on the top secret project.

Geoff Burn, Doug Bain and Arthur Lewis
were the guests of honour at the special
Remembrance Day ceremony at Panthers
Glenbrook.

Now in their mid-80s, the men worked with
secret stockpiles of mustard gas in a disused
Glenbrook railway tunnel during World War II
but struggled for decades to gain formal recogni-
tion for their role in the war effort.

Federal Member for Lindsay David Bradbury
helped lead the campaign to gain this recogni-
tion and paid tribute to the men at last week’s
service.

“In the course of their duties most of the mem-

bers of the unit came in contact with these
(chemical weapons) materials, in some cases
experiencing burns, rashes and respiratory diffi-
culties. 

“Many of the health issues that were faced
throughout that period continue to be faced by
many of the men that were involved in that unit
today,” said Mr Bradbury.

The Labor MP paid tribute to historian Geoff
Plunkett who helped lift the lid on the secret
mustard gas unit with his 2008 book on
Australia’s chemical warfare history. Mr
Plunkett had “taken up the cause almost single-
handedly on occasions”, he said.

For his part, Mr Plunkett was just pleased to
see the ‘mustard gas’ men finally receive their
due recognition.

“This could realistically be the last time ever
that a group of them get together,” he said.

Remembrance Day 2009

Overdue recognition: From left, Arthur Lewis, Doug Bain and Geoff Burn unveil the plaque commemorat-
ing the World War II chemical warfare unit at Glenbrook.

Remembering fallen Aboriginal
Diggers: Federal Minister for
Veterans Affairs Allan Griffin (far
left) and the National President of
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Veterans and Services
Association of Australia, Gary
Oakley, were among the guests at a
special Indigenous Remembrance
Day event held at Wentworth Falls
School of Arts on November 11.
Harry's War and The Forgotten
were shown on a big screen fol-
lowed by a discussion in the well-
attended event organised by Blue
Mountains Antar/People for
Reconciliation and supported by
Mountains Community Resource
Network and MOCS.
Mr Oakley said Indigenous
Australians have a great tradition of
service in the Australian Defence
Force.
A list of Indigenous Diggers is being
put together at the Australian War
Memorial to recognise their signifi-
cant contribution.

Young and old: Wycliffe Christian School students Caley Bawden and Sam Wallace with Peter Wright
and Fred Woods from the Royal Naval Association at Springwood’s Remembrance Day service.

Mustard gas men
gain recognition

PH 1300 788 698
www.insulflex.com.au
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Insulate your home
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Thanks to the Government

Economic Stimulus
Package, you may be

eligible to have your home
insulated for FREE.

Beat the rush organise
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152 Russell St, EMU PLAINS   Fax 4735-8699
(Next to McDonald’s)

16
56

84
2

Wardrobes/Shower Screens/Glass Splashbacks

• Custom designed to suit all
your storage needs
• 10 year warranty

• Existing Robes Refurbished
• Established 15 Years

Tel: 9826-8288
www.stylishwardrobes.com.au

Servicing all areas in the Blue MtnsLi
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Pre
Christmas

orders
closing

soon

GET READY FOR
FAMILY FUN DAYS

Every weekend in November at the Blue Mountains Leisure Centres
A great day out for less than $20 per family — all activities included!
SATURDAY 11am - 3pm

Glenbrook Swim Centre
Cnr Fletcher & Wascoe Street

Phone: 4739 5880

Lawson Swim Centre
St Bernard’s Drive
Phone: 4759 1458

• Inflatable • Colour Competitions
• Prizes • Fun & Games

• Treasure Hunt

SUNDAY 11am - 3pm
Springwood Aquatic & Fitness Centre

Plateau Road
Phone: 4723 5111

Katoomba Sports & Aquatic Centre
Catalina Avenue
Phone: 4780 5156

• Super Soaker Fun • Slide
• Prizes • Fun & Games

• Noodle Races
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Teacher of Violin, 
Musicianship
and classes in

Early Childhood Music

Ph: 4787 5214
www.marionmusic.net

Marion Walker
BMus.Ed. with Merit

Over 32 Years Experience
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