Australian Poet
onored

UNVEILING OF C. J LEN.
NIS MEMORIAL CAIT:N
AT TOOLANGI

Toolangl welcomed : large
influx of visitors last Sun.
day for the unvelling of a
memorial calrn surmounted
by a bronze plague to honor
the Australlan poet, the late
C. J. Dennis, in the garden
of his former home, “Arden,”
now the property of Mrs,
F. W. Thring. The memorial
wan designed and erect~d by
the Meet Your Writers Or-
ganisation, whoese president,
Miss Myra Roper, and secre-
tary, Mrs. W. McAlpin. ar-
" ranged the wunvelling cere-
“’0

The beautiful gardens of
“Arden” and of “Wirilda,' Mr.
L. Wood's property opposite,
were open for public inspec-
tion, & collection belng !aken
by the Toolangl auxiliary of
the Healeaville District ilospi-
tal with good results both on
this Sunday and the provious
one.

The public enjoyed wander-
ing through the grounds of
these two lovely mountain
homes, admiring the dsplay
of rhododendrons and othe!
choice specimens of ho:ticul-
ture. Rain fell at unweicome
intervals and Interruptcd Lhe
ceremony at the cairn, which
is situated close to the front
boundary of the estate, in a
position where it is easily dis-
cernible from the roadway.

Among the speakers and
others present were Mrs.
Thring, Miss Roper, Mrs Mc-
Alpin, Mr. Walter Pym (the
well-known radio personality)
Mr. J. K. Moir (Bread and
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Cheese Club), Mr. Pat Hanna
(who was associated with C.
J. Dennis In Australian film
productions), Mr, J Leckie,
MLA. Cras. Pollard (shire
president), Ewart and Bos-
well,

. The calrn — a rugged pylon
of loca] atone — was hulit by
11r. Watson, of Toolang!, and |
before it was unveiled Miss
Roper spoke of the poet it
commoemorated, much of
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whose work had been writ-
ten in this beautiful setting
She spoke of the recognition
that should be accorded Aus-
tralian writers, particularly
during their lifetime. She out-
lined the objectives of the
Meet Your Writers Organisa-
tion, which strives to stimu-
late a wider appreciation of
Australlan literature

Mrs. Thring then unveiled
the memorial with appropriate
remariss. Speaking in  the
idiom used by Dennis in some
of his writings, she said, "I
dipg me lid to a dinkum
hloke "

Extracts f(rom the poet's
works were read by Mr. Pym
and Mrs. McAlpin. "Arden"
inspired the poet's verses,
“The Singing Garden,” and it
is stated on the plaque that
the “Sentimental Bloke” was
written there also.
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