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THE MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY,

Mr. C. E Osloar conduoctsd s magisterial
ingulry yesterday Into the circomatances
surronnding the unhappy cocorrence, at the
Court-house, when the following evidence
was taken :—

Jumes Ryan, baker, stated that he visited
the river where hiz son was drowned on
HSaturday, sod remained all the afternoon
and potil the boy's body was recoversd by
Thomes Bwansborough ; his son was 12

enry and 3 months of age, and had el
ome with the intention of goiog honting.

Margaret Huanbridgs, wife of Arthur
Haobridge, suid that the deceassd, Albert
Arthur Hanbridge, was 11 yenrs and 3
montha of age; she lsst saw him wlive at
8.50 oo Baturday, when ha left homs in the

company of several playmates; witoess

heart wboot 3 o'olock that he had been
drowned, sod the body was brooght bome
about: 7.30 in the eveni
Jobhn Redhend, s b nfl years of age, sald
thst oo Satorday l-l-lt-nzl company with other
boys, including the dﬂu.mr and Hob
Amithiza; becrossed Lhe river ina boat to the
Chinamen's Island ; heoy came back to tha
river near the gas-works; only two of the
bays could swim, and they tried to cross wt
that particular place bacavss they had heard
it was possible to oross on foot withoot using
tha boat ; Patrick Rysn oould not swim, but
Hanbridge was & good swimmer ; Hanbridge
swam Burosd Che river and then returned;

| Byan walked over onoa io the shallow plass,

and then atiempted 10 go back sgain,
when the curreat I.n-uE him  down ;
Ryan was by himssll, and when he
was washed away Hunbridge swam after him
and caught himt{ Hyas cluiched Han-
bridge round the neck and they camo u
and pank saversl tmes, and Goally they bof:
went down together; po one was  nesr
Hysn when the carrent washed him away.
Robert Bmithies, § {lﬂl‘l of mge, said that
when he returned with the other boys from
the Chinaman's Ialand after guing shooting,
Hyan, Hanbridge and Redhesd orossed fﬁ.
river to tbe town side; Rysn oould not
awim, and crosssd on foot ; Hanbridge waa
wa1 & good swimmer, and when HEyan got
into deep water he bried to get him ont st
tha other side ; Hanbrldge caught Rynn by
the wals', and the latter took hold of Han
brides by his leg ;  thoy sank several times
and Goally both went down together,
Thomas Swaosborough ssid that in gom-
Eln; with several others bo was engaged
i\rmrﬁ in search of the two decessed on
Saturday lust ; eventually he found Ryan's
body closs to the Ihnlt.rn the weads, and
Hanhridge's 'b-uda' was aboul 10 or 12 yards
awny in whout 10 feet deeper warer ; it was
possible to walk sorces st tho inted
out to witness a8 the spot where the boys
The Police Magistrale found that the two
boys were sociden slly drowned in the Mur-
rombidges River, om the 26th iostant,
while bathing,
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