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SHIRE AVENUE OF
HONOR.

GREA'T

OPENING

CELEBRATION.

Mr Watt Under ‘ Pressure of Business.”

Wednesday last witnessed the ame-
vosful consummation of the movement
mmitiated only about s couple of montls
ngo, for the purpose of recopmising,
in o lastinge form, the valoed rervices
rendered o the l"imp[rl- by the repre-
seatatives of the Shire of Nowham nod
Wil " ar wme wWeat Whr, On the
afternoon of that day an avenue of 150
Portuzal oaks planted alang the Mt.
Alexander road, i honour of the hrave,
hoys olatmed as belonging to the dis)
triel, cither beoause of jis heing their
birthplice ar on account ol their asso.
ciation with it ps residents at =ome
tims or other, was officially opened b
tie- carr¥ilg out of a programme which'
mit-boserve to make the obcacion o very
i onorabile eme indesd,

Qi avenue extends for over o mih-l.
from just beyond Gagiero's hill, alonpg
a micely curved section of the road)
townrds Woodend Nerth, No letter
gite for anyvehing of the kind could he
wishial for, and, nov only is the posi-

tiom & desieable one inoovery rospeet,
bnt, hw far the grestor part of the
fongth covered, the soil = of o rfed

riehness that should insure the pros-
perity af the trees.  Where this essen-
tinn condition  was  lncking, towards
the town cnad of the avenue, sail was
cartesl mooagake np for the deficiency.
Thongh natnral advantages of great
value woers present to begin with, the
moven ent aecessaridy anvalved g cast
amottnt of work, bot this was volon-
tarily entered wpon and carmied out

& Reris of  worling ' bees,'”  an

smaller parties, in o manner reflecting
very great eredit indeed on ol con-

it represent & very suhstantial in-
stnlment of it.  In faer. had it been
possible to plant about » dozen more
ithe list would have been brought right
up to date.  That, however, d mot
he attempted, without leaving work
iconmcted with the main portion  of
‘the avenuwe unfinished, but che addi-
tional trees required will be planted
next Reason. Al names were, how-
ever, given an oqual chanee by ihe
committee in the nlloement of the trees
planted, nand for the twelve positions
vet to he fillmd, that is, after selections
hind been nude by relatives of deceased
soldiers.  With the exesption of these
srlevtions, the positions were halloted
for, provision being made in the pro-
ecdure followed to allow, as far as pos-

| silile, of those of the one family ob-

pininge trecs mear ench other,

The whole of the 150 trees put in
were planced hefore the opening day,
that ®ourse heing followed az the soa-
som had becomwe well advanced, and no-
thing rewnsimesd 1o be corried oot on
Wednesday last e the official dedi-
catory. procepdinm,  Thesg were on n
very  complete amil  sweressful "le':l.llll“.
woll worthy of the even, cad  wtithios
Ihi" I."l,'l'[PIH!iIT{‘l:‘ Ui {1 ] [Iilut'l'!“"l'll. T IIIII{:]'.I.

et o it was dne to their efforts,
vttt owoeh the owvaluahle  assist-
aunee of the ladies owha had, with

eharneieriat'e enerer, thoreughnvss il
L T A AR 1.'_'rqll:.-=1}.' I'||'l1'I'L'II11-='| noVery
mubaEtanT ars in cennection with the

WA A B E it Ty L".'ll.'i'l1lu i '[hi'
veral  worktoe  CheesTT hweld),  ad
th Cemogaerabian of  the epintininy

sinEraaly, that e opening celebration
e ennitled to be clossed as e preatest

cerneid. The project called for o united
effore, amd that was put forth, At the)
oy time, thers  were  those  who
showed 0 particular enthusiasm in re-
gard to the undertoking that exeecdod
th: d{druﬂing sofernl  mlerest -
foated i it, and while, in this connee-
tion it would perhaps be invidious o
make any  Individasl distinetion, it
miy not Db pmiss  to osar that  the
lowaliey of Woodend North  identified
itself eonspicnously with the movement
throughont, amd did moch indesd o
make possible all  that wos  seeom-
lished within the lmited Gime of two
months ar =, The avenue, however,
has not vet been completed.  The num-
her of troes planted docs not quite
“riun out 7 the distriet’s honour raell,
it represent a very suhstantial in-
stmlment of it.  In facr, bad it been
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and maost inlpnwu'l T ;1|r!-'|i-- CRCNT eer
witnessed in the oistr et The widde-
spread  interest  feir odn the functiop
was strikingly evidenced by the large
atrondanee, which must have nuom-
bered fully twolve hundred persons, in-
cluding some visitors, and was strongly
representative of ol sections of the
romimunity and all parts of the shire,
and the gratifyving manoer in which
the afterncoms programme was Ful-
Allad mnst hove affordod all the ot-
most satisfaction, and wnone mere so
than the memboers of the committes,
who had not eoly been required o de
vote o lot of time and work to the
preliminaries, but had alse to pur up
with o coosiderahle amount of ATIINIY -
ing digappointment jg the making of
their preparatory arrangements, due
ta apparent disconcern on the part of
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TOEIT prﬂpnrﬂ.nnry UrrMriEe-inamis, s
ta apparent disconeern on the part of
those from whom they had bot worea-
sonably expected to met the readiest
of help, especially in view of the nature
of the assistance needed.

lu the first place, our Federnl mem-
her (Mr., E, Jowetr. M.H.R,,), had
iven o definite promise that he would
E. prosent to assist at the ning of
the avenme, and that he wonld enden-
vour to securs the attendanee of the
Acsing Prime Minister (the Hon. W.
A Watt), or the Minister for De-
fenve (menstor Pearce).  After vexa-
tious delay, Mr. Jowety sent along a
letter he had received from Mr. Watr,
regretting his inability to visit Wood-
end on the date =elected for the opun-
WiE wh R WOEIE, WEANE AT Y Diehe
fure of businew.”  Then, at the lust
moment, Mr. Jowert wrote, stating
that he himself could not attend, as
he had to address & recruiting mesting
at Karong Vale (which must have heen
fized ufter his WDing to come Lo
Woodend), on Nllll:'.-«l-rla_v UTeTiE
After u pood deal of “° searvh ™ on the
telephona wires, Mr, Jowett was discov.
e somewhere in the neighbonrhood
of Daylesford, and was advised of the
IL:me«lilrmnu-l'l’: in which the committee
ad been left, and was somewhnt point-
vdly informed that he was expected,
in the circumstances, to find a sub-
stitute, which he sneoeedod in doing,

for Mr. J. M. Chanter, M. H.R, for
tha Riverina, and Chairman of Com-
mitteed in the Federal Parliament,

came Iﬂul&“ in lys stead by the after-
noon train from Melbourne, accom-
Epmgd by our State members for the
istrict, the Hon, D, Mcleod and Mr,
A. Cumeron, M's LA, Then within a
minnte or two of the arrvival of

e
gentlemen  at  the avenue, aceoin-
panied a sub-committee appointed

to meat em at the raileay station, o

consisting of 'lhaimidl:-nt of the
193:'. E. ]'Jl:m:Il & ex-pregident

e : 1 mmpey), Cr. J. H.
Thorburn, and Mr. R Cornish, the
Acting Prime Minister, and a motor-
car load of
srene,
wtes to aswist in the early afternoon
ceramony, but-on the way to Bendigo,

a
shire
{Cr.

under ‘' pressure of bpsiness.” to
atéended to there by Mr. Watlt soma
hours afterwards. Acting Prime

Minister's appearance at that parti-|
cular moment caused much I-'I.I.rprIPn:E ta
those who recognised him. and some
wanderment ns to whether the incident
was due to design or a strange coinci-
firnce.  1f, at all events, there were
any design about it, it failed to wock
out in mecordance with those wishes of
the committes which had previeusly
been denied, owing i *

business,"” for Mr. Watl, after con-
siderately “ glowing down,” and gas-
ing nbout him, sped on his way, un-
nble to spare even a few minntes 4n a
funition such az on of mn-
donbted moment. But, withal, it was,
ns slresdy stated, most mnceessfally
, -mnd I'!'l_ prphll:ll'r live |
the memories of ﬂtirmm-‘

-hli? an sven Mr. Wait.
programe commenged with a
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The programm™e rommenged with a |

i

pronesaion from the wown, macshinlled
Ly =ergeant skelong the districe e
vittning edfeer, assmted by My,oos
Hiarria, oud lied by Senio—Cadets Hlas-
Jiret, ool MNoasi windn, hl.";lll.:l'r'_ a  Unuen
Jaek, Following eome the Angne Haoed
of 15 pﬁrfurl:wrn, than several returned
saoldiers, o goed  muster ol menie
Cpadots, ohildren of the Stote, Lmi-
vont unmd other schiools, o lapoe oo
bers . shire counvitlors amd Jm-mhvrs1
of e Bvene commties,  meniders
the  Loval Woodend  Lodge, MU,
L0 F., ANA, and H A CBS, and
civilians, the whole stretchige out to !
] i-nll.-i-i([t*!llhhl length, and Ellﬂimﬂ ]
very  pleasing  Diraeenn, and  gveeg
adided <iguificanes 1oa fine displuy of
bunting muade o the tewn arranged
mmindy, by Missrs, H, J,. Hrown #Ilr]-
§. Harris, who also rarrisd out simi-
lar work most |'ﬁ'm-tir+-l?~; at the svenie,
st the entrance to which a besutiful
wich, covered with ferns, and embol
lishet] with wattle blossom and fags,
hud been erected by Mr. £ H. Overton,
assinted by Messps, I Fisher aned L,
iwerton,  Fhe arch wis thip sipgsestiog
of Mr., Urerton himself, and, thomgeh
its crection wis not comMencsd nantil
wnly o few hours before the tine spe
pointed for the spening of the wvenme,

was in readiness in timme, el
80 a completensss that deserved amd
receivied pensral pdmiration was pgiven
te the whole of the day's decorative
swheme, Hepa, tov, it may dw noted
thae n large mnrquer was ercoted, at
a point about mithway along e pvenae
by Messrs, Overton, Lawe, Harris :4_1I-'|-
Cr. J. H, Thorburn For the entertain-
ment of the visitors aud the convem-
apge ol b ey Laelies wlo pmddor-
teok o provide and dispense refrish-
ments at close of The ceremonial pro-
weidipgs —an undertaking of consider-
able magnitude, but one, all the same,
that was most  excellently  managed,
end without regard to trouble, ex-
pense, or any eotsideration whatever
other thuu the one wiited determina-
tion to do everyibing connectsd with
it thoveushly and worthilv—and that
being nehieved, moa wiy exeesding all
expectations, the ldies were doube
lesn sutishied, while those {!llt'!‘l‘{."I] for
in sneh lukge numbers, and with so
mueh attention and liberality. could
pit have heen otherwise thon appie-
vintive,

At the avenue, Uhe proceedings wers
in the bands of the oewlyv-elected pre-
sident of the shire (Cr, Don), who
performed the many duties devolving
upan  him i a eapable and officient
wrmer, e ot fhe artant, s o
band, o which mucl of the sueeess of
the tunction was podenbtedly doe,
bied pliyed the National Antbem. .'l1p~
propeistely explained the object of the

gathering an . verv soitably umremced
the  visiti politietnns the  Huons
Clantor, Melaosd snd  Mr, Cuneron,

aferwirds calling mapon Hee Hestoonmed
to open the avenue, dcross which &
Dnel of pedd, whiepe el Bl pibibon 25
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to open the avenue, across which A
Dinel of pedd, whiere el Bl pibibeor 25
vards in length bad heen *'-'t!_'l'tgl'hﬂd.
The avenus  had  been  similarly |
“oelasl,” pombing the completion of
the eceremony, nt the other end, ths
idea being the outcome of a sugges-
vion made by tlie secretary to the com-
mitter (M. A F. Daniclt, upon whom
a preat deal of work wecessarily de-
volvead, anid b whom, it ds but just o
si¥, 17T was performed with pannstak-
g efficemy, arisine fram o Keen il
mest  eommendable  nterest  in the
movernent from its inception  Souvenit
paeces of the risbun were afierwasls
sold &t sizponce each and Irom cmau
soirree the siletantianl sum of 12 2a
il was realised,

Mr. Clanter spoke a1 some lepgel in
his wpening siddross, o began by
1-!:|.in||.:|_"_r A G TR with the s |
trivce, having m his hovhood days loved |
nr Telden, where the remains of his
departed and revered mother are still |
postitgr.  He then went on to o explim
that ne Liod maeh pleasare o
t Woodemd that day, ax a substitote
fur Mr Juwoett ad oo assist o doing
horour o thee brave voliog men wi
had gone forth from this diseeier to

fight  For  these  prmeipdes Far whinch
Great: Uritpin had entered into  the
war,  The  Australiaed  bod  prevcid

themsebyes sgual to any other men on
God's earth for love of couwntew, anl
[l shown themselves capable of glori-
oits deeds. in defence of the Empire
bt which they imlungmlt and of the
libweriies  they had  enpoyed.  Troe,
many had fatlen—some from this dis-

trict, bur their memories woulid not
aitly  he perpetuated by the treea
planted here in their honour,” but

would also be enshrined i the hearts
of the peopla for all time, Tt had been
cide] that there was uo nemd for Aus-
tralia to have gowe into the war, but
there was every need for her doing o,
not only as E:rr, ot the prand old
rrver Blne-rda el & For sthop roocesms,
amongst which was the fact that this
fair land was Yooked upon s oo first
priza in the great war gamble miti-
ated by the gremtest mongters the world
had ever seen, People did not realise
what they had been spaved from, far,
if they did, the actions of at least
some of them would certainly he very
different from what they were at the
preseut  trme, Under German  ruale
Australin. wonld have been no longer
freo, and it was only the prntwtlng"
prm of the metherland that had L0
them safe. 1o was the duty of Aus-
tralians to be troe to their trost, and
thongh present sigms ot the battle
frone woere hopeful, there was vet mueh
niwdt for coutioued aetivity on  the
mirt of the poople of this Common-
weitlth,  The war would not b over

for some vears, oven nfter the kaat wun
hnd been fired, for new economic con-
ditionz wonld arise in which Australia |
must e proparad to play its parr, and
o noble part, if they would make it
waorthy n? the great name which R
been written in the blood of its hervie |
sous.  Wherever was spuken |
of Australia wes almost & name to con- |
sirie wikh, must ramnin,

alfrim tha Babké m wmand woame
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sirrit. with, amd there must remnin,
after the fight, a t part for iis
peaple to perform. r. Chanter went
on to =a¥ that the promise made to the
“hovs " whgo frst [eft  Australin's
shores had not been fulfilled, and to
urge thni the pledge then given shoutd
be observed. Next he condemmned in
atrollg terms the pro s for peace
by wimt was called negotiatiov ', amil
without indemnities or annexations,
aml showed how foolish it would be
to entertain such idess, smd, nearing
the conelusion of ms addrew, Mr,
Uhanter congratulated the residents
upon what they hnd done, in the
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planting of the avenue ta the hanour
af men for whom it wonld be impos-
dible to do enongh. He lw tha
trées in the avenue would live for many
veurs, and that, ns necessity arose,
they would be renewed by future gene.
rations to the memory of those who heid

a0 much to dessrve it. He then
out the ribbon and declared the avenues
open for all time.

e assemblage then moved on o
tree No, 28, planted to the honour of
Sergeant George Green, where  the |
Dand plaved the Dead March, and HI:I.

I e e

“‘ Last Post’' was sounded with im-

presive solemnity, after which Mr. 8.

tlarrie read the following list:—
THE DISTRIQT'S FALLEN,

Hennett, Royden  Hutton, W. I
Bowen, H. oW Jobins, Willum
loyre, Herbers Judking, Jumes
Hruoun, B. d"A. Liwk, Laonand
Brotusrton, I, ware, John
Christie, Elas Ll b hamitas
Christie, Munrice U'Cengor, W,
Chfidtie, = K. ilonnor, Jouu
Moo, =, L. !I'].:-_:n_v_ Jiwiaspali
Douald, Heney 0F Miwrn, John
Evans, A, Pridham, Arthur
Eveans, Joktn "irhnl’t‘l}lﬂh, W, H.

Fisher, Frd, Hooney, Norman
L.-.h.d:,.' Falwurd B TETY A P ;

L ELL P o Wk Ll aalio
Lirven, George Tyrrell, Nicholas
Hoves, 1.

The Hon D. McLeod followed
with an address, commencing by
guying that the day was one ol
prond remembes wes of the spleadid
work “our boys' had done, and
were doing. The deeds of the
Aunstralinns had cdiocd 1he bDighest
praise from men renowned in war,
pur men had accomplished what
had bitherto been demeed impossilile
aud now, instead of Ansiralia being
spoken of asa burlen on the mother
country it was regarded as one of
the brizhtest jeweis in the Bri.dsh
Crown. They had, bowever, to
remember that the price of lilerey
was elerngl vigilange and he pre
pared always to tulfil thewr part,
The war was beiny waged for truth,
honour, liberty aml the right ef the
smaller unatiops amainst a brutal
military tyraony worse than that
af the nld Huons far sven  Atilla
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military IyTanny worse 1oan Tnat
of the old Huns, for even Atilla
did not perpetrate atrocities as bad
as these committed by the enemy
inthe present war. There would
be a betler appreciation of what
Anstralia had done whena complete
biscory of the war was written, read
and studied. The deeds of our
men would be handed down for all
time in history and song, for they
had jaid for Australia the coruer
sione of a4 greal nation, cemented
in the blood of some ofiits bravest
and best. Here the teal horrors,
suffeiinys and privations of the war
could net be realized, but they had
been felt in all their severity im
little Belgium, Serviaand elsewhore
The Australisn aymy had given
this country a right to a voice in
the terms of seitlement, and the
work our soldiers had dome had
more than earned for them Lhe
gratitude of the people, who could
not do enough to their honour, The
war was yet along way trom being
over ind Lhough Tle deepest SOTTOwW
hud been brouzht to many homes
there should be consolation in the
kuowledee that what had to be
borne wuas not in vain, He con-
gratulated the residenls of the shire
upon what they bad done to the
honour of their representatives at
the war, and was pleased to see the
cadeis piesent inuniform, for it was
ppon the rising generation that the
future protection of Ausirali must
depend, ‘1he young men of this
district who had fallen had leit
noble memory behind. ‘Greater love
bath no man than (his, that be lay
down his life for a hrother,'” Were
others proving themselves worthy
of the sacrifices made for Lthem?
Were they doing all that could be
done to help those who were fizht-
ing their canse? 5o far they had
pot doue 50, He huped the lessons
of the war would =ink deeply into
the hearts of all wud that no lodg-
ment would be givea in the minds
ot the Pt o 2y oy Lo 4 preing-
LU preace wWalsoeo afle gl frntid
uf viclooy would by Jost w12
guarantes oociiied lor Lhe faluce
safe’y of those pr.nciples lorming
the foundation or pubiac virtue.. |
He hoped fue toees corming that
avenue would be atiended to with |
spezial care, and (that the meaning
vrderlying the action of those by

- - * L | = i e
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vrderlying the action of those by
whott they had been planted would
always be undersiood.

Sergeaut Skehan vigoronsly sup-
poried Mr Mcl.eod's remarks, more
vspecially in rezard to those men
who had fallen in their couniry’s
service, and of whom this district
showed a long list, as had been
read.  All honour was intended for
every oue of them. George Green
was the first of them to fall on the
baitle field. He enlisted in Lhe
Second Continzent, in [914, but sur.
rendered a commission in order to
sail with the First Division He
yuickly rezained hisrank as a ser-
geant, and took part iu the landiug
at Gallipoli. With him there was
z aother Woodender, Lindsay Da-
vies, and 25 of them weut out to
one of the foremost positions, were
cut off, and only seven returned,
George Green was one of tho-2
who mnever relummed, Lindsay
Davies afterwa ds came home, re-
cupe;ated bis health, returned to
bs duty, aud he, too, was then re-
quired 10 make the supreme sacrifice
as in 1he case of the other poble
men whose names had been an-
nounced. The sergeant went on to
point out that it was because of
men such as these, and their com-
rades that the people here remained
in comfort and security- He ex-
borted all to be dntecusly mindful
of their obligations to Lheir soldiers,
who were Lhe men really entitled
to be heard as to the terms on
which the war should be settled

The gathering, headed by the
band, then marched to the end of
the aveoue, where Mr Harris read
thie honour list, after which "'God
Bless onr Men'' was sunz, and

Mr Cameron spoke. He was
pleased to see so lurge a gathering
as tﬂ'ﬂfl'ding proot of the people's
appreciation of their scldiers. He
hoped the exampie set bere would
be followed elsewhere. and went
on Lo eu.ing‘%:c the work done hy
Australians abrogd Tho peopt
differsd.  ahant ugh :

SN Ear sl o
voluntarism, all Ettl:l.'ll':drtu recog
nize that every effort should be
made to carry out the promisesin
regard to repatriation, and to ses
that the boys received the tresat.
mwizul ey su wol weseriuu ) ne
millios ot pounds to be spemt in

this connechion shoanld he nead =

peer |
aiig
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MIUI0LS O poundas to be spant in
this connection should be used in
the establishment oi  industries
throughont the country, and in the
seitlemenl of the mem on suitahle
land oblained wunder reasonuble
conditions,

A

At the conclusion ef Mr Cam.
eron’s address, Mr Chanter cut the
ribhan placed across the road
at this point, aund dedicated the
avenne to the eternal honour and
memory of men whko had pIHl:ed:
j the liberty aod freedom of thd:
civiliZed world Letdre anvihing eide |

An adjournment was then madc |
to the margues, st the invitalion |
of President Don, and there re.|
freshments were dispensed by the |
ladies on a most elaborate scale, |
surpassing anvthing of the kind
ever before attempted here, which
is saying very much indeed, hav-|
in mind how thoroughly things ir:|
this wav have always been  dome
in the district. The spread pro-
vided was mn excellent one in
every respect, and after it had
been partaken of a vote of T.hEI.TIkH|
Wiy avcoruty' e 1.1."::1'1‘;1].!'," pu‘l'l'rl‘l'-|
cians, o: the motion of Cr McEl- |
hinney, following a short recruit-
ing appeal by Sergeant Skehan,

The National Anthem, by the
band, concluded o memorable day's
proceedings.
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