Historic Event
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AT BIRDSVILLE MEMORIAL
STURT CENTENARY CEREMONY
DISTINGUISHED GATHERING

Friday, 1st Beptember will re-
main in the memory of the ped-
ple of the south-western districts
of the State as an hisioric ovcns-
ion, for on the forenoon of that
day the oairn and plague, built
:r the Dismanting Shire Coun-

1 at Birdsville at the request
of tha Royal Geographieal Bod-
tety of Anstrulasia by the branch
in Prishans, lfollowing the sug-
yestion of the sounth Australinn
branch, was unvelled by Mr. W.
M. Green, Quensiand president
of the Boviety, belore a large
pnthering of resldents and visl-
tors from severnl Siates,

Friday, 1st September, was the first
day of n two days pienle race meeft-
ing at Birdsville, and this 1ar gouth=
westorn outpost of the Btate hecame
the leentre of » matjonal celebration
which commanded the attentlon of
averv Australian, for there I8 no
guestlon that Captain Charles Bturt
by his exploratory work one hundred
years ago Eained for himself a not-
ahle place In Australlan history.
M. DEVRIES' UNIQUE HONOUR

The president (Mr. W. H. Green);
the hon, genersl secretary (Mr. D. A
(YBrien): Miss Agnes T. Woodard,
F.R.G.B.A. (member of Council) and
Capt. W. Forgan Smith (Qantas pllot
and member of the Boclety) few from
Brishane to Birdsville to represent
the Society at the unvelllng The Com-
monwealth Government granted the
use of & plane for the purpose. Mr.
Q. H. Davries, M L.A. (Gregory) was
also & representative and member of
the Boclety, but other Pulllmlﬂrt:.lz
Auties necessitnted his traneit by
and he arrived in time for the un-
valling, to rep t the Soclety, the
Queenaland Go ment and also he
ﬁunnt a8 the member for the dls-
trick.

Mr. Devries presence at Birdsville
miarked tho first occaslon when &
memher of Parliamenp representing
that area, wisitad the Aistrict since
the inceptlon of Queensipnd as a
separata State, or hefore It during
the past 100 years at least. Mr. Dev-
riss® interest in the constitvents of
the ilsointed paris of hils Iarge #lec-
tornte has nchieved that commendabla
honnur.

The cnirn wnas bullt by the capahle
hands nf the Diamantinn shire clerk
{Mr. . COaffney) and It would do
eredlt to » laree eity, The inecription

A [P P P | inemtenlinn Twnln

National Library of Australia

Longreach Leader (QId. : 1923 - 1954), Saturday 16 September 1944, page 4

eredit to » large city. The inseription
rendn: —"Ceniral  Australinn  Fxpln
ineg Fxnedition, Captnin  Charles
Blurt with a few commaniona twice
entered the Tirdaville reglon in Sen-
temhber and Octoher, 1848, Hin Ais-
roverles apened the way to the north
trr Inter explorers and resulted In the
pastnral  neeupation of Western
Ounerpnalnnd,’

Altnrathor nhout 22 memoriala  of
varlous kinds have heen erected nlong
the roite BEturt took from Adelntde
1n Birdaville and on 180th August, at
AArinide the Tepiv-Cinvernne of
South Australla In uwnvelling a plaque
in the memnory nf 8turt, gnve s "RPplen-
AA summnary of the 1ife and work of
thin great eenlarar _ .

T™hnr. CFREMONY

The Tovnl OensrFaphical Hnelety
vapregentatives  ealled ot rharleville
on the wny 1o BMri=ville and on the
evening of 10th August were glven a
fine weleome by the prinelpal eltizens
of that town. Mr, J. Allen presided
at the gsthering in Hotel Coroncs
Hall where rofreghments woere
served to support the celebrations.
A number of gouvenir atart
Envelopes WOre poated nt
Hirdsville bearing the post mark of
the duy of the functlon and will gerve
a pood medium for ndvertising Aus-
tralln abrond, Rev., M. Rayon, loan-
ed g flag which was used at Birdd-
ville unvelling and now becomes hls-
torie,

On the evening of #1st August, in
the absence of Mr. Afford (chairman
of the shire)., Mr, B. Gunther (Mon-
kirn, Winton), presided and extended
a warm welcome to the Geographleal
representstives, including Mr. G. H,
Devriea, M.L.A., who was also pre-
seni, representing the Queensland
Government and as member for the
distrlet. Mr. GQunther said It was the
n'irlel-.ntm day in the history of Birds-
ville.

In responding, Mr. W. H. Green
snld it wes a privilege and an honour
to réspond, and Iin helping to honour
one of the grentest cltizens of Aus-
tralia in Capt. Sturt, their visit was
not In wvnin, Representailves were
present by the courtesy of the Prime
Minister of Australls and were able
to join with the locnl people In co-
operating In the celebrations as be-
fittlng the great occaslon., Mr. Green
gnld he nnd other representotivea
were at home fand received hospital-
ity tn the full which will Inst in their
hearte and memorles. He regretted
the absence of Hls Excellency, the
Governor, Sir Leslie O, Wilson, who
wna wunable ta he present and had
asked him ' to convey his  hest
wishes and kind thoughts., —He re-
gretted the delegates from the South
Australian branch were unable to be
present and thonked Mr, G. H. Dev-
ries, M.L A, for having agreed to be
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Ppragen. Bud LNFNECOG. ML AF: Els Lmew
rles, M.I.A. for having agreed to be
presént when it was thought no other
represemiatives could attend,

iMr. O'Brien thonked the chalrman
for his welcome and was pleased to be
presant  with his fellow represents-
tives:—Mr. Green, who I8 a husy man
and gave up his valusble time: Mr.
Devites who travelled m long road
journey under many difficulties to be
present; Miss Woodard who stood be-

#=ide the London (&graphieal 30c-.

fety's plane In England when it re-
turned from exploration over Mount
Fverast, and who contributed articlea
to the “London Tmes" and B.B.C. in
d dealing with the Corres-
pondence system operation by the
Department of Public Inmstruction in
: and also with Capt. W,

n Bmith. who has a distinguish-

..mrl his fine & t':;
s o #hip combined with his
consplonoar ability would him
a lite of i+ e in tha dev-
> {Bostisged om Paged

HISTORIC EVENT

(Contilnued from previous page)

presentative and on behdlf of the
women of Queenslond appreciated the
honour of belng present.

Mr. Devriea sald the country out-
back wis snarsely populated, but had
ita compensating advantsges, The
Ehmnlu waere sharp and ints]ligent:

¢lr mentality was good nnd they
were fortuninle to possess such a fine
corner of the State, He thought locsl-
ities should be fudged by produoction
and resulls those in authority ghould
come amongs; the people, he was
grnud to reprosent such on arem  In

im constituency, and he hnd just
learned he wn= the first momber to
have visltad this part of the constit-
vency In 100 vears, He hoped to be
ahle to help many of the loenl pen-
pie In thelr troubles when he return-
&1 to Brizhane He war nlensed 1o Bea
Roval CGeographical Boclety repre-
sentatives present and hoped they
will do muoeh more for the davelop-
ment of the Btate, He referred to
local dévelopment, hoped aerial trans-
port would bhe a blg factor in the
future of Birdsville and econsidered
thi= part, n® a Innd of unknown peo-
ple. as quite different from being for-
Eotten. He hoped the Royal Gao-
graphioal SBoclety would be as an Am-
bassador to help him to de bhig things,
for the development of the ecountry.

Capt. Forgan Smith sald It was his

National Library of Australia

Longreach Leader (Qld. : 1923 - 1954), Saturday 16 September 1944, page 4 (2)

mEEm | mEmEmr  mms W e apm e e A g

Capt. Forgan Smith sald It was his
firat vielt to Birdeville and was given
#ich a wirm welcome thit he hoped
he would be able to come back again,

The chalrman (Mr. Cunthery said
as Mr. W, Lloyd (chairman of the
Boulla ghire} had travelled 400 milea
by road to be present st the celebrn-
tions, he would llke him support

& welcome 1o the del en, He

r. Lloyd) sgreed with Mr. Devries
thrt they wera not a Tand of for-
gotten people but unknown, Tt gave
him great pleasmure to extend a warm
welcome to the Royal GQeographlcal
Hoclety represantat|ves,

The chalrman s2id he nappreclated
he remarks of Mr. Devries and he

new Mr. Deyriea (8 held In high es-
teem and hears a hich renutation.

BEHTRE'SE WAR EFFORT

Mr. W. H. Green congratulated the
shire on {18 war effort which, If eal-
culated on a population basis, would
have heen first place in Queenaland,
He congratulated Mr. B, Qaffney on
his pereonal akill in conetructing such
a fina ealrn of stone and cement for
the Sturt Centenaryv, It was pleasing
to knaw that the gathering wns the
largest attendance for Blrdsville and
Inclyded  Matron Martin, who enma
400 miles from Boulin Hospltal whilet
otherds eame from ns far aa Maree in
Bouth Australio, 370 miles distant, 1o
he preseny for the celebreatlonas, Mr.
Green moved and Mr. Devries second-
ed A4 vole of thanke to the chalrman
for the fine wny he conducted the
meeting, Thls wna carrled hy henpty
cheers and thanks werse returned by
Mr. Gunther,

The pienle races weore held on Fris
day and gaturdny when gond events
weoere eonducted with a record sttend-
anrce,

At the unveiling of the Eturt ealrn
on Friday farennon, 1=t Septemhber,
the chalrman ealled on Mr, Qreen to
nerform the eeremony of unveiling.
e sald they hoad grthared to honour
gturt, one of onr erentest explorers,
He econsldered Sturt, in visiting the
Birdasville aren, made his declsion
threaneh lark of water, to turn back,
and hv sheer grit, made his way to
Adelaide after p trylng journey of 17
muonths.

Mr. W. H. Oreen said It wna Bn
hilstoric oceasion Indesd. TTe thanked
the THamnntina SBhire Council for
making 1t mnossible for the Socicty's
représentntives te be present, and
thanked the chAlrman and Mr. Dev-
rles for declding to ask him to per-
form the ceremony. He conveved the
congratulations and kind wishes of
His Excelloney, ®ir Leslla Orme
Wilson, who wos In Bydney
that day and unable ta ha
present., His Excellency  wns
interested In the Queensiand,
and Australian ploneers and held
remembrance of nloneers who heln-
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apnd Australian

worisis,

The chairman stoted thanks were
to the Prime Minister (Mr. J.
Curtin) for granting a p'ane to con-
vey representatives to Birdsville, Tt
action

who
served the country in the past and
an Inspiratlon for those to come after
us. Tt will help the child in future,
to link the past with the present, as
the past lends Impresaions that help
the future. ""We must not forget the
at the risk of their
lives and under great hardship, trav-
alled over unknown Iands and whose
records will be known and honoured

dusa

and worthy
thosa

was a _big
in recognition of

ploneers  who,

for afl time, added the
chairman. Capt. Cha ‘rr-l;: Bturt
fought In the wers In nea and

Bpaln and narrowly missed the battle
wnas appointed
services
He was glven one of the greatest I&nn-

al-
graphical Beoclety, when awarded the
He was an
good
lend, A very
touching reference was made to the
ghost-1lke appearance of Bturt and
his party, upon their réeturn to Ade-
laide. He handed over his diary to be
burned, but the gardener preserved it,
and It i to-day a priceless historical
record and one of the richest poms-
essions In the Bouth Autr:.umo_ thl-
loran thanked him for his services
to him country snd his touching reply
disclosed the fine, brave type of man

calrn

of Waterloo. He
tiﬂi"!‘u!l fﬂ'l‘ ht.' ﬂ!m“‘t
ours by the London Royal

Founders’ Gold Medal,
explorer, a brave 8o

fer, o
citizen and a sterling

gum. At his farewell,

he was.
Mr. Green then unvefled th

and plagua and sald he rega

request to do so an hongur for

Royal Geographical

trelasin.

ed the
the

soid it gave him great pleasure to be
presant

ust and historic occasfon. He sold
fine address by Mr. Oreen left
Iittle to say on the life and explora-
tions of Bturt, but he compared th
of [ tll-lntllllti

8el :
n
at the Bturt hﬂﬂnﬂnﬁ

physies? pRig, o
schieve proress ind. 5

Gaffney who bullt the calrn; a fine
pleees of work snd shows why the
epirit of Bturt livea on. The Primae
Minister (Mr. J. Cortin) returning
from Great Britain had sald, of all
the countries and peoples he knew.
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pioneers and held
remembrance of ploneer®s who help-
ed and stood by the nation in every

lnﬂi‘t.! of Aus-
Supporting Mr. Green, Mr. Devries

and felt honoured in being
doted as an officlal representative
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LrUm WrEALl ISTITRIN Dog saig, of Aall
the couniries and peoples he knew,
there were nona better than Aus-
trullo and ita people. Thls can be
truly sald of the splendld people of
Birdaville and its wast district, eald
Mr. Devrles. He lved in Ceptral
Queensland for the past 28 yvesrs and
knew the conditions. He was happy
to be present and fust learned that
for 100 years he woas the only mem-
ber for the district to vislt Birda-
ville. He would do hia best to help
the people in this isolated plnce.

Mr. 0'Brien referred to the ewcell-
ent arrangement for all the functions
the courtesy of the various bodles and
the hospitality of the people, Ha
eulogiard (he fine work of the Society
and of its loynl co-operation In help-
ing to bulld up the great British Fm-
ire, e snid it wos fine to 2pe Matron
Martin pll the way from Boulin, 400
miles of p journey. The Boulin Ehira

chuirman  (Cr. Tloyd); Mr. Gun-
ther from the Winton dis-
trict nnd visltors ss far ns Maree,

870 miles awny in South Australia, sll
gothering to honour the great ex-
plorer, Capt. Chearlea Sturt, nnd eg-
tabllsh a record pathering for THrds-
ville for the calabration. He read @
letter from the Premler (Mr. F'. A,
Cooper) congratulating the Dirman-
tina 8hire Council on providing the
¢airm and plague, and congratulating
the Rovel CGeographien]l Boolety on
being the only body that linked the
Btury ons In tha south with
gtt:tﬂ'l vigit of exploration to this
e,
BRUCE AND THE E!'T

Misz A, T. Woodnrd sald she was
very happy to be present. She =uld
Bturt siands eternslly In Australlan
annals and as ong of his roce she was
proud to be associated with his ex-
plorations. His apirit permeates the
wilds, Sha was the sole woman re-
presentative at the celebretions and
thanked the Prime Minister for mak-
Ing it possibla for her to be prasent,
and joined with all the women of
Quesnsgland in wishine him  well,
When she made inquiries In Brisbans
rhout  the journey she was advigsd
to "foreet about 1t." However, aaid
Misa Woodard, when the Diamantina
Bhire Council bullt the cairn and the
Roval Geographigal Soclety 4ld  so
much to assist, she thourght of Robhert
Bruece and the splder. She congratu-
lated the women who come to this
prosperous part of the world withoauot
the ordinary comforte of life. and,
with thelr hushands mades good and
have reared strong, healthy children.
Fhe etated she waa fortunate in hav-
Ing wsurh o eonrteous  nnd efficient
pilnt  na Capt. FPorgan Bmith, who
maile reference to all the nlaces ns=
the plane coverad the iourney,

Mies Wondnrd wnd then presented
with twn hauguets of flowerse (Includ-
Ine Eturt desert nens) hy two Hitle
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with twn hougquets of Mowers (Inclun-
Ing Bturt desert pens) hy two Hitle
gris  (Mipsra Colleen Clanchy and
Norma Carrolan)d,

Cart, W. Forenn Smith eafd, as n
memhboer af the Soclaty, he war honnnr-
ed by hia selection ns A ropreaentn-
tiva nf the Bncisty at such o gnther-
Ing to homour so Ereat n mMAN as
Cnnpt. Sturt

Tha chalrman sald he apreed with
one distinguished writer, that whi'at
Bturt'n  dfrcoveriezs  wfrn nnt the
prentest, his AIMenitles and the mAur-
vival of them nlareas him fAirst pmonest
the great Anatralinn exnlorers. Foning
that o©r. Tdovd  (chalrman of the
Roulia 8hire Counelly came 400 miles
to be pressnt, he wonld gek him tn
add his tribute to Sturt,

Cr. Lloyd stid he was
to be present to hnnm':, ﬂ-"-:
explorer, When Bturt & his
:EE:’;?n b: mtill p:mistnd and must

© man of unusual coursge.
When he discovered Cooper’s Cru:::.
he named it after a judge in Bouth
Australia, He (Cr, Lloyd) did not ex-
pect such 8 fine gathering and re-
Firded it a8 a great honour to be ask-
ed o speak on the oceaslon,

At the commencement of the un-
veiling ceremony the National An-
them wes sung and a feature of the
gathering was the presence before the
calrn In a epeclul seat was Mr. I. P.
Fahy, formerly a preéss represents.
tUve for the district. After his Jong
residence In the district It must have
tr:iulnid his hhfhﬁ';‘t to Ilﬂhﬂ: soa

ceremony o B Ereat torle
day for Birdsville. i

The Hoyal Geographical Baclety
representatives Were courtegusly
shown over the Nursing and Wellare
Home by Sister M. A. Gordon, who
fs in charge and learned the hoapital
Is entirely supported by the paopla
of the dlstrict. The home was orig-
Inated by Rev. Dr. John Flynn, of
ALM. fame

Miss Woodard had the unique ex-
perience of congratulating Mrs. Geff-
noy {(senr.) on the way her little
Erand-daughter presented the bouquet
at the function; Miss Woodnrd work-
ed the rodio by the pedal set at the
Nursing and Welfare Home.

A RADIO TO MR,

radloc message was sent to e
Prime Minlster by the Royal Et.‘tl:..
graphical Boclety recording the un-
vellling ceremany of Chas, Sturt Mem-
orisl and sa thia was very hap-
pily m:umﬁh ad befors a
Birdsv gathering, through his -
erous u';‘e, m“" tha rnnu?-.n I.'ll!“.

& ¥ the three officers of
Council of the i m

The Diamantina Shire Council slso
sent a radio to the Prime Minister ex-
preasing appreciation of his action In
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BTML 8 regle U0 TRe FTime MINISTEr ax-
preasing appreciation of his action In
making transport avallable for repre-
sentatives of the Royal Geographieal

From the very commencement of the

ocelébrations to ths very mg when the
renresentaives left for , the
whole arrsngements were tho
planned and carried out in perfect
order and harmaony. The conduct of
the people of this Hitlé centre was
sxemplary,

Birdeville is situnted om the esdge
nf the Blmpaon Desert and although
the township ls situated om & kind of
elay-pan, there i good =o0ll beneath
the elany and =everal milem of rich
goll heside the townshlp wherse the
Mamantinng Miver spreads lta hanks.
Flnod time s of henefit to the pasy
tornl Industry when the up-crop of
veeetation follows the wnters ns they
recede in the river and the flood goea
down

A woarkine bee at enrly morn  on
1et September, the Aay of unvelllng
of the Eturt Memorinl, prépared the
gFround o plant two frees provided
hy NMr. © T. Whits, FTR.O.BA.
Oueenalnnd  Oovernment Botanist at
Rristinne, and pcarrled by the rapre-
gentntives In the plane tn rommem-
orate the oecaglon. The cholreman ar-
rainged one tree (0 currafong) to be
planted  hy Mr., Greon (president)
nrgd a kottle tree hy Mr, OV'Brien (hon.
geceptary). This enmpleted tha work
of the Tloval leoeraphical Society in
eonnfetion with the Sturt Céntenary
at Birfavilie,

The represpntatives lefi RBirdavilie
At A.20 n.om. on Braturday, 2nd Sep-
tembear with morning ten at Bpring-
fleld  Btatlon; lunech At Charleville;
afiernnon tep at Rome and arrived tha
same day in Brishane at 5.8 p.m.
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