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Junabee Memorial Hall Opening

District Ambition

Fulfilled ;

Official Ceremony'

A long standing ambition - of

Junabee district residents was ful

illlcd on Saturday when the

Junabee Memorial Hall was Offici
ally - opened. Dedicated to the

memory ofdistrict servicemen -of

two. wars, the hall is destined "to

play, an ; important part in "the

social-life of that community.
� MrR.' J. Brownlie (chairman, of.

this Hall:
� Committee)-' welcomed

the official .party which included

Mr and
,
,Mrs J. J.. Kemp,- senr,

Mesdames. M.-McColmn, P. David

son, J. J. Healy, and Crs- J.-Hr

Hansen; O. O. Madsen and L. T.

Mapes. Apologies:.were received

from Hon A. ,W. Fadden, MHR,
and Mrs -Fadden, Messrs J. J.

Healy, MLA, G. P. Barnes, J. J.

Searl, J. Buckley,- and Cr. Groves.

Mr R; J: Brownlie spoke of the

the Junabee

Hall ras a happy fulfilment, of /the'

ambition .of so, many - of the resi7-.

dents.- When the. project had .first,

been seriously undertaken In Julyi;

1944, the obstacles-which had fac-jj

ed the committee had seemed aK'

most insurmountable. Yet tftlie'

work of the secretary, Mr,',T.

Brewer and;-that .of the' commit:,
tee? had never flagged

'

desplte

often 'the most.dlscouraglnglset
backs. Junabee wished-i'tb.ac

knowledge the help afforded' the

Hall; Committee by the neighbour-';

ing. districts,: Swan Creek," 'in. par-,
ticular, having given, much

j

gen

erous,- and- practical aid, honour-;
ing;,: anj.old promise made when
Swan Creek Hall was first b&lt.

The hall, thanks 'to all these loyal

friend?,;was not built andit'was

.HppM
sbon',t(>: have a firie;hbnour

heard "'inscribed-. with the;' name's

of ■ the district's-1914-18 service

men and the; 1939-45 servicemeh.

Later, it was hoped that the dis

trict could place another'tablet in

the hall, this to be inscribed ;With

the names of the district pioneers. -

■ Cr.Hansen, Chairman -of

Glengailan- Shire,, congratulated
the district .;on the new hall,

which was. one af the' finest coun

try halls" lie had ever visited." Its':

design which incorporated many
ideal features was a tribute5 to -the

foresight of the committee. - He,
advised Junabee to make'the new

j

advised Junabee to make'the new
j

hall .the nucleus of the: district's
]

communal life-- and' group' around |

It sporting grounds. Such central

isation f, would' make this fine,

building! even
i a' greater asset than -,

its founders-.had: hoped. .

,.vV.|

Cr. O., O. Madsen also thanked

the .committee. ;for his* invitation
'

and -congratulated the district on.

I

a very fine building. Junabee,
;

lie
I

said, was to be congratulated on

choosing such a way. to honour the <

district, servicemen. The service-.
I

man who was.to-come back to the

ldhdi/marryiand'/rear a family de
served 'eyerytolftg' a, grateful couiii

try could do for .him,- and^the ■

speaker recommended a greater ,

loyalty to farmers' organisations,

such as theQDO, to see: that-ex-
l

serviceman farmers ^did ..not :go: io
the. wall. The country had always;

taken^a back-seat where national ,

'development ^as concerned,'- city

council: Improvements being sub

sidised 40 per cent against- the 15

per; cent 'country subsidy. "'Cpuntry..:

folk did not a reversal of
.

this

procedure","* though the" Importance
of primary,

i

production to the com*:

miinity vwould justify'
i't,

hut'ohe'7

thing, the; country should 'demand

with no uncertain1 voice- was a

systefn of equalisation which would;

give the country people 'equal com-.1

fort
.
and .many

*.'

of : the amenities -

the:.city dweller takes for granted,
i Or L. T. Mapes

:'

(a stalwart of

the JunabeeHall* Committee) voic-.'

ed his satisfaction, at the comple-::

tion of the hall, and the interest

shown, by the presence of such
3
a.

I

large;: gathering. It was his hope
1

tn -see-the Junabee school reopen-,1

ed and more and morepeople
]

come, to ;

enjoy the pleasure the'

new, hall .would afford.'.

.

Mrs,'J. J.,Healy conveyed .to
"

the*
residents $&���Junabee congratular.
tions "rinaivery worthy achieve

ment andrbest wishes that the

.hall ^wouldX bring',
;

the ^' greatest'

measure' of enjoyment and happi
ness to its builders and patrons;

'

In: performing, the opening cere-^

mony, Mr J. J.';'Kemp, senr, re

called the steps; of progress' made,

by the; district since - he and the!

late 'Messrs Malcolm McColm, and

Archie MoCoist came to the dis

trict before the days of closer
]

settlement:; The] 3 homes of the

first settlers'were along the road
I

leading past the old Kemp home.

The trips to Warwick were made,

by day,, there was ho road exept:

a track t through
".

the .timber,,,and

there were 7' gates to open on the

way.; Pleasures-7 .were few and

homely, butmbrenelghbours, com-'

homely, butmbrenelghbours, com-'
'tag, With "the . .throwing open of

Canning Downs,' meant wider in-,

teresfe and greater companionship,
It; was the. generous fellowship' of

those early days .which were full

of proud, and happy memories for

himself, Mrs Kemp, arid Mrs' Mc

Colm, senr. Mr and Mrs Mc

.Coist, sen, and Mr .'McColm, sen

had now. crossed' the Great Divide,

but. If these first comers arid other,

departed pioneers, were to see

Junabee to-day they would rejoice

that the- spirit of goodwill and

kindly co-operation . which 'had

made their lives, richer, and fuller

still inspired their
"

descendants
and the families' who! � succeeded
them. To Mr C.'H. Staff/father of

Messrs Herbert, and � Cecil Staff,

the name 3 "Junabee" was owed.

Following the naming of the dls

trlot the nost office/ school, church
arid the old .Temperance Hall were

acquired. Passing from past to

present, Mr .Kemp .

stressed the

debt" owed by .the district ito Mr

T.'Brewer, whose Indefatigable

energy, .patience . arid knowledge
of affairs guided the hall commit

tee, in its,: difficult task and to

Messrs R. J. Brownlle (president)

and V. E. Braithwaite (treasurer)

Who co-ordinated .the various as

pects of the building project. He

commended .the ladies of the dis
trict- for their cheerful task of
'

caterers arid stall holders, .and Mr
J. T. Ryan, the popular tea stew
ard'. Mr'Keinp voiced his apprer

I elation. of the honour paid to him,
i Mrs' Kemp arid Mrs'; McColm. He
■ then

'

declared the Junabee Me
morial Hall ppen.

'

'Otfie fete . which followed was

an, Outstanding success. All mem
bers'of the committee, their wives.|

and those in their .families past
school age had their set tasks and
there . was no, lull, ip the after
noon's activities

. Nearly every
home was crowded with visitors

'

who "came from as far afield as

Sydney' and it was noticed' that
all-'the old pioneer families were

■

sports programme began
-wittWa ■ series of children's races

.which:'were keenly contested. Mr.

■Harvey Box carried .away ribbons
:in Hh'e horse/ events, while Mr.

vBrian Bate' was a close second.
':Mr.;. E.T.Bcxwas another able

horseman. V.Other ievents resulted:

Throwing at. wicket, Mr R. J,

iBoxj stepping, the distance, Mr G.
.Canipbell; -

ladies; -: stepping, Mrs
:W.

'..t; Coutts'; i
and

-.'

Miss Hade
�

'

broom throwing; . Miss M. Fan
ning and. Mrs;R, '.Ma'pes;

.

ladies;'.
|*'race,~ Miss W. Stephens;, mystery
Ibbx, 'Mrs.C.C.Coy; 'sheep .weiglit,
[

Mrs Kimi
.

lucky shilling, Miss Jen
i

Hansen;.seed- coirifietition,,.Mrs
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.i

Hansen;.seed- coirifietition,,.Mrs

Dries.
.,

'. ;

^I.

Produce, wjumble," ■ sweets,
'■

ice'

. cream, r'efreshmetits; ^ soft drinks'

vSta'lisia'nd'publicah's.bbotHhrought

the;'day's takings/to 'over.f200. The
ball at night netted £105:: ;

Thbv hall was flood: lit; inside and
out for the

'■

grand,,' opening ball;

and the decorations,' which com

prised festoons. of Allied flags set
■off with tinsel moons and stars
against, a . greenery background
■'were very effective.

. Large bowls
..of' flowers stood on the stage,
r with a silver "welcome" made by
i,Miss D. McVeigh' to catch the eye

. of' the arrivals. Miss M. McVeigh
and Miss A. Kemp', made the tin

�.sel -moons and. stars.-. Over the
� servery, the AOF Memory Cloth,
lent by Miss Faith-Brownlie;'�■was
sets between the honour pehnah'ts ;

I

by -'theJunabee-Jihgarfy1)
ACP in inter-,branchi; mori:ey.; rais
ing competitions. ;:Mrs McCoist's

work
"

as a 3 designer, sand-
>
'needle

woman
1

received . 'the:"'-highest
|

praise.

■Mr M- J: Hade was'a very, cap-'
able, MC, and music, was"' provid
ed* by a- full city orchestra. The!
ladies served nearly 500 people' at

j

a sit down supper, and the per-
-

feet organisation andi full co-oper
ation of every committee member
arid his family, made, .the night as

memorable a'h
.
entertainment as

'.the day.
j-!

■

Naming of junabee

roh April 29, 1W3;'20 residents

held a meeting to discuss the set
ting up of a district post office

in � the district. The nariiing � of

the.,'locality became one. of the
f greatest -importance, banning Hill

Was'thehame of the hill,running
through' Junabee and this' name

I

"and ■ Emu Creek ■ was ; sometimes
|

.

used'., ; Mr C. :'H. Staff wrote out

several names, including Junebee,

�This is the name
'of the present

� Juriabee-Danderoo � road.
'

Eventu-
I

■ ally. Junebee was chosen and the

name, was, altered to Junabee to
I

iavpid":cbrifusion.';: with Junee; and

other localities.
�
Mr Knowles,

PM, Warwick, visited Junabee and

as a' result a: mail service from

Swan' Creek was; inaugurated on

■July.i; j903. Mr, L/ Staff was first

■postmaster/ and Mr,'- M,.rMcColm
had the 'first

, mail -contract.' (This
irifoririation was . supplied by
Messrs■; C. R. and, H.: - Staff 1. from

the'diaries of their, father.)

:r5.Thefe':is> a*
;■ tradition that the

name
. Junebee first

,

appealed, to

thelady .-members of, the. meeting
;bri'29/4/1903;who. took it as a,fav
ourable omen that a big percent

age: of the.t pioneer families had
|

been-.born':in June.' Someone re

�

called: ■ an < old: country rhyme,;'
VA swarm ofbeesin.May .

...'�Is worth a load of-hay,

.

...'�Is worth a load of-hay,
A swarm of bees.in.June'

Is worth a
silver spoon'.','.


