LARGS SOLDIERS’
- MEMORIAL.

———

OFFICIAL OPENING,

The commemoration of Awgne Duy in
Lorgs, 1921, will long be rememnerea
hﬂ, tho- residents, for 1o addition to the
observance of the doy s the occasion
demanded, it wne alse an historie day
for tho district, en pecount of {hg ded:-

lenting and the officinl opemmg of loe
lotal suldiers’ memoriol.

For sums day provious the memaorial
comnmifioe were busy making arronge-
wents jn order that the ocession migut
be as worthily and fittingly celebrated
ns it should be, aod it mwust be spid
that their efforts wore pot without
nvail, the ceromony being o most -
prossive one, and tho p ings were
entriedl through without the shghtest
hiteh, and the eommittee responsiblo
for the arrimgewehnts ws well as the
nccomplishmient of the project o oatab-
lish n memorinl as a inbute g the
memory of thosg lant young Inds,
who wvolantecred rom  their  district,
never to return, an everlnsling menu-
ment to their. horpism, are certmnly to
be econgrutuloted upon the successful
torminntion of their cfforls,

Long before the hour specified Jor
ihe vpeuing, o lurgs number pesembled
in the vicinily of the memurai, aond
upan the nerival of Mrs. MaeKenzie,
who travelled from Bydney fo perfarm
the ceromony, mony wers unnble Lo
guin ndmivsion to the building,

Mui, Muelonzia who wuas nceompan-
ipdd by Mr, Peircy Blacy (Singloton)
wus  molt opon areival by the presi.
dent of the commitles Mr., D, Furry
and olher officinls, oJnd ns tho parky
entered the hall the children from {he
puhliz and comvent schools under the
diraction of the locul school mustar, Mr,
M. Huannnn, rendpred very nicely o wel-
giine ghorus,. Two  little gir 45, Mur-
ionn Stevens und Eileen MeDonnolle ren-
rosenting ench pchool, thon slopped for- |
ward nnd  prosented  Mrs, MocKoenzie
with a beautiful  bouquet of Aowers,
The c¢hildren Intor snng severa]l approp-
rinte songs, their eflort buing vory
mueh npprecinted,

Thy president (Mr. Ferry) whao i
charge of tho [function extended n
honrty  weleome to the writnga.  He
rend  apologles for wheence from Revs.
A, Bmith and F. J. Cwurwood, Mrs.
Porcy Stucy (Singleton), whoso iliness

wovenled  hor m ing  prostm,

rom Mr, M, Charlton, M.H.R., Wuller
Bomnett, M.IL.A. (who bhnd previeusly
aecepted an invitntion  to perform a
similor coramony nt Gresfard, and fram
the president of Lhe' Porl Stophens
Bhire Cowneil (Mr, Rnlﬂlung. Thoy
were plensed to heve with (hom oy,
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woere plossed to hove with (hom Toy,
Cnnon nnd  Mrs, ' Portus, the Mayor
wnd AMoyoress of East Maitlwwd, oand
many other wisitors. They [oll honour-
wl on  pccount of having  with them
dind, 'I"f n membor ol the
Lang fwmily, who lwd mnnifestod guch
i koon interest in their momorinl,  Mres,
“MndRongio “hotl travelicd Trom Syilney
nt preat ineonveniones in order that nlml
jlligh_l-i. he with ujren ﬂn.l-il't
mematinl. Before asking her  to pr-
forin  that  fmporiont | coremony, o
woulil ke brielly to traco {he wstory |
uf  tho memovial  mevemen|, Shoilly
pfter fhe outbrenk of the war o patr-
ilic eominittee wan Tormed, and Li:ﬂughl
thint committos was nob a lorgo ono a0

them nnd

fur  ws  its  ‘numbers  wore oo
etrned,  thoy  had secnmplished o
lob of good  wark, Theoughuut  Lhe

durntion: of  he wnr every putrintic
appenl hnd hind  the sapport of the
committos  and n lorge omount ol
tugmay wind raigmd for the various pat-
viotie Tunds, Tach brave:lnd ag Lo lofl
the district was given nrhearty  somls
off, wul ench lieartily wolcome:d b
g hig return,. A Comfortz Paml
hind nlso bpen formed pnd the  odies
vonnecbed with this Mund eaw to  the
wunts of their boys while they wore
in the lrenches, DBub st the conelusion
of Lhe wnr their work was not finish-
eil. .« Unfortunnboly soven of theso
horoig oy hnd paid Lhe supromo anc-
rvifice, el were nover to roturn, Tho
rmemory of those brave young fellowa
had to bo perpetunted, A public jeeh.
ing war convenod with Lhis objeot i
view, wnd nftor vory ciroful conuidan-
Linn o proposnl. which wrs conceived
by Comneillor MeTlne, o oxtond  the
School of Arls and oreel a Inrge room
which would serve as o public lbearey, |
winel woull ho dediented to the wmamory
of our fllen ones, wos alwost unanl-
mously wirriod, amil the commitbes sok
nhout to give affeel o tho decision of
the meoling.  An appen] waz ab ones
midle Lo Lho reidonls Tor funds; ol
tho respatire wax o gonorous one, Tmb
il was found that they wore still verr
wineh fhort of the requirsd amount. Tk
wis them thel the grent genernsits aof
the Tang fumily nesoriod ilsel,  The
minbbor wos placed Before thom Throngh

B, Stnoy, with the result that  thn
movemont had tho most henrty  np-
wravaill and sympathy of the family,
and the magniffeent spm of 2200 won
contritmiod tn tha Mods.  This  wne
only ona of tha meny generotia  nets |

which thoe distriet rotviverd from Ghesa
phituntropists,  Thus encournged the
eommitles wt onee enlled tendorn mul
th woerk was pub in hand ol to-duy
thuy hod pswemblod 1o open their me-
morin], prectionlly freo from debt,  In
roforvimge o those brave boys whe hrul:i
not robarned, ho said- bant thoy  wera
anilly miswed hy ovory one, nm tu-ngn\'i
vhey sympathised 1o tho fullost with
1.I|.u1\r relntiven,  Thoy divd for g noba !
nnd_ glorious cunse  nnd their polf- |
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nnl  glovious  cunsp  nnd their Hulf-[
sntrifley wonld  novar  ho lorgotion,
Theiv wnmes pnd  memery | would — bo
honaursl pnd handed down froam  gon-
ernbion lo gonerution, These horaio

Tutls, toguther with over GOU0U of [he
pick af thoir manhowl, of all denemin.
[nidony, - lought and died sitle by sy,
| Thoy 'i‘mnly give thelr lives lor, thodw
(who ‘romained  bohiml, in_order that
Lhay might enjoy Lhe winelples of ponce !
auedl freedom.  Bul in fnce  of thoso
|rn:!Lm e rogrotted to sny thai tiove

wore o bo found lo-lny men who werg
ondonvouring  io dostroy thoss prinel-
I plow,  Adventurers o would enll thom
twho were out to divide tha peaple, 1
arddoy that thelr Just for power  pmd
hlmnfhlml might be gratifted, 16 was up

uil ggnn-miindg  oilidons W oamid 1
frimbrnbing the nhmw of thoko nﬂ.l;l'!ﬂu.
und to gon that tho Merby and. frecdom
which haidl been dofended ol such . n
post wero kept nntarpished ' and  mupin.
bninetl to the  fullest,  Thoy eould
honour thelr Musielons dead in 1o
more filding mnnner, W

Mov, Canon  Porbus l'r"n'utlpc'hmlt_;. tia
oourse of an ologuent nildvoss - moid ha
wis plense (o bo with thom on such
historin octralon.

nn dmportant s
Tlo pongrabitlobel tho  poeon'a,
of , Taegs  fop boving o ° momarinl’

oracled {o the meomory of. LHolr aols
dlovg of the chinracior of the one thoy
ho'l ngsomhbled io opon (hnt dany. Ho
flwolt nt. length upon the wdnderful
nohlevemonts of the Ausirnlinna, 1t
wng bt itting that the solf-meorific-
‘Ing notlon of lhodo mnoble soulad
men ahonld be remembored, Ho re-
forreqd b the mighiy aofforis of iho
Anegazes, who opsinst Llramondous
odds, endenvoured (o forca the. ppa-
jeage wb {he Pardenellos, FHo - wee

| ! 2 W

pleased to see the growing observ-
ance of Anzae Day, and safd, it was
most fitting that they shuul:i'. Bolect
such & day for Lhe opening of thelr
memorial. They wanted more of
the high spirit of the Australian sol-
dler engendered into the publia life
of their community—ibat spirit
whieh animated Lhelr soldiers to put
geli-spcrifice before self-Interest, the
apirit Ly which they had shed thelr
blood to make the world frea for
Clristipn democracy,

the world would be Lhe better for
it. There should be po need for fur-
ther war. Nations should be abhla to
setlle thelr differences without en-
gaglng In war, Surely the bralns of

plandm  dad s an i Hassdan  kliws s
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gaglng In war, Surely the breins of
thefr tatesmen ‘can ' devisa pome
menns to bring about thia reform.
Mr. W. F. O'Hearn, MIL.A, box-
pressed his plensure at helng with
them that aflernoon, He had to

| forego other engagements to be pre-
| eent, but he considered the Import-

ance of their function demanded hias
nttendance. The neople of Largs hed
at all times shown a true spirit of
patriotism, and he was noi surprised

Jte'find that they had asrembled thera

In suel Iarge numbers to show thelr
respect for Lha -memory of their
fallen heroes, whose walour and
harolem he was sure would never ha
lorgoiten, He congratulated them
apon the senslble and useful as well
ag Lthe Imposing memorial  which
they hnd erected fo perpetuate the
mamary of thelr soldlers. He would
¥lelil to no man In hiz respect and
namiration of the gallant men they
had sent from Lhe Mnitland distriet.
He pald & very high Lribute to the
battalion known as Maitland's own,
whose deeds he sald would for ever
live In the memory of Ausérallans.
He made feeling refersnce to thoso
brave lads who had pald Lthe su-
preme sacrifice, and snid _ thelr rela-
tives hod consolation In the fact that
Lheir dear ones had given thelr 1lves
for a clorlous cnuse, He reforred
at pome length to ihe commemorn-
tlon of Anzac Day and to tha glorl-
ous nchigvemonts of the men who
lnd eso eourngeopusly nitempled the
[RBK sey them at the Dardanelies, It
wna thelr duoty to spread the spirit
of self-sncrifice and davotlon 8o glori-
ourly exemplified by the Anznc,

Othorg to congratulete ‘the com-
mitioe . upon the eslablishment of
the memorlal and make flitting re-
ference (0 the occaslon wers tha
Mnyor of Bast Maitland, Alderman
W. M. Porter, the president of Dol-
warrp Shire Council, Mr, Reid, the
pregldent  of Woodvilla Patriotic
Loague, Mr. P, McDonnall, the presl-
dent Bolwarra Patriotic League, Mr.
J0 T KRickweod, and Mr., John Grie
hom,

The chalrman then presented Mrs,
Mackenzla with a gold koy, sultably
Inueribed, and - requested hor Lo of-
flelally open  the memorinl,  Mes,
Mackenzie proceeded Lo thie memorinl
nogd e she ploced the key in ene e
londing into the room, she snid shy de.
siredd 1o thonk Llhe committes for & o
konour Lhey hnd done her in giving
her tho privilege of opening their me-

mavinl,  She coulid assure them 50
fdoeply  apprecinted the honenr.  Sho
offeredl Lo Ll ;:aup!n of Lorgs  her
hearty  congratnlntion  upop “having

crvebed sueh 0 Hbting memeorinl 1o

tommomorite the meniory of thoeir asl |
linrs Mha il seves ol Al
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tommomorite the meniory of their ael |
Miprs,  The good sonse of the  rom-
slkbege i Wty fed fin e Snminim_
i1 whith they sot nhout Lheir work.'
The tmilding  in addition Lo servig
tho purpose Lo which it was erpcted,
'u'n_illrl for many genceations also-prove
nsaful, und she Boped ‘would le wiilizol
Ly the pesidents, and tho “Lnst Post"
witk kimliled By Traopar Allen Relcford,

The coremony wias mest inpressive
wl  Lonching, |

Tho peoplo agnin ontered tha  hall
wherp, on the motion of Mr, Robert F.
Girnhnm amd Cowneillor  MeBoe, o
henrty wvote of thanks was peeordol
Mrs. MncKenzie, spceinl reference he-
ing mnide (o the long and closp  ns-
soeinbion of Lho Taung fmmily with the
thistrict, nnd to their intorest and gon-
erogity b all times:in all mottors of
w workhy objoet.

Mrs, MooReongio suitnbly avknowledg
vl Ltho vole, P

Tho momarinl room s 17 Feod 6 in
Iy 19 feot, wnd ifs genoral construo
tHon is of brick wilh vonerule founda
Lions mnd eoment wlly, which ore 14
fout from floor o ceiling, "Cho coilings
e of nbrolite wieo.y  ponellon, &
fiev-ploge hina been provided wikth  »
tilpd peate ond onk mentle, A lergoe
vostilile or enbrancg, hall opens off G
room. ‘This hus wlso beon mnady toe
enbrauce to the School of Arts, nnd n
viry pice bicket office and clonk rovm
haw bpen ablechod Chereto, Yho  ap-
penianeu of Lthe oubside of the huilding
o very pleasing, A high  parapot,
which s been osmonbed nngd  pointed
whily, slunds over the entruneo dl In
viivod, ol letbors nre Lho words,
Lo Soldices’  Maomorinl, 1914-1018.
The contractors, who faitnfully enrried
il Hhedr work, were Messrs, Complon
Brox., Mast Maitlind, while the nrohi-
leet who designed and supervived Lhe
wotle was Me. T, Warren Seebiv, 1'rioy
b hnending over Lo boilding o the
Sehool of Arvig commitles, who  will
acvopt Lhe responsibility of s main-
tonaney ibois tho intention uf the we-
morinl commilber o have the  foum
thoveghly Puenidhed wmd suppliod with
nptosdnto lilornlbure,
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