A Numurkah Function
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL

UNVEILING CEREMONY

PERFORMED BY BRIGADIER.
GENERAL ELLIOTT

OTHER PARLIAMENTARIANS
PRESENT

Hiustrative of wvictory through sac-
riflee, the memorial to the memony
of fallen soldiers erected on Lhe
square at the corner of Melville and
Saxton Streets, Numurkah was, on
Saturday afternoon last, unvelled by
|Senator Brigadier-General Blliott, in
the presence of o large gathering of
(town and distriet regidents. With a
buse and pedestal of granite, there
|I;'in‘ front of oene of the four panels
‘a life size figure of & digger with
reversed arms, whilst on the top of
‘the eolumn is a figure representative
of the trivmph of pesce, On the
‘panels are inseribed the names of de-
parted soldiers, the front panel also
|bearing the inscription:

“Erected by residents of Nu-
murkah and district to  the
memory of those who tﬂiﬂ the
supreme sacrifice and in honor of
those who served in the Great
War 1914-1918."

The Hon. R. Kilpatrick, M.L.C,,
who was present, went from Shep-
parton, secompanied by the Ven, Arch-
deacon G. W, Carter. The Hon. J. G.
Tuckett, M.L.C,, caine from Nathalin,
whilst the Hon. M. W. J. Hourchier
accompanied by Hrigmller-uznemi
Elljott from Melboaurne by train,

: members of the memorial eom-
mittea effected the arrangements for
the fupction which were very com
plete. The committee comprised
Mesgrs J. H. Harper, president, A.
Stringer, secretary, K, Coxon, G.
Mosg, D. Rendall and J. Findlay and

i F, Thornton.

Ex-Soldiers Welcome

On alighting from the train the
Brigadier-General and those aecom-
panying him were formally weleom-
ol by representative citizens. A pro-
cession of returned soldiers, headed
by the local band, marched to the
hall of the Numurkah branch of the
returned soldiers, where the ex-de-
fondare of Australin nceorded Brira-
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fenders of Australia aceorded Briga-
dier-General Elliott ‘a wvery hearty
weleome, which was acknowledged in
terms which elicited recurring rounds
of applause. ;
The Dinner

In the local hall a sumptuous din-
ner was tendered by the president of
the shire council, Cr. J, 8. McKenzie,
who, unfortunately, through tempor-
ary indisposition, was unable to be
present, and his place at the head of
the table was taken by Cr. R. C.
Gordon, whose expressions of regret
at the abscence of Cr. MeKenzie and
of hopes for his speedy recovery were
endorsed by & general chorus of
“Hear, hear.,” Amongst the 140 who
sat down to lunch besides the visi-
tors mentioned above was the Bri-
gadier-General's brother who came
frorn his holding near Kchueca and
Messra H, Lee (president) and J.
Gilbert (secretury) Numurkah branch
Roturned Soldiers’ League., The din-
ner was prepared by Mr. Simpson,
licensee of the Shamrock Hotel, and
did him infinite credit.

The toast of the
loyally honored,

Cr. Gordon proposed the teast of
“Brigadier-General  “Pompey” El-
liott,"”" and said all were familier with

"Kil'lg"

Wils

the name “Pompey™ Elliott, (Ap-
plause). They regarded him as &
great soldier. (Applause). How

glad they were to have him present
to officially unveil Numurkah's sol-
diers’ memorial. (Applause). That
was the most representative gather-
ing that had assembled in that hall.
Why were they there? To do honor
to the memory of the deceased sol-
diers. (Applause). He characterised
Col. Bourchier as a distinguished sol-
‘dier whom he congratulated on being
returned to  Parliament unopposed.
' (Loud applause). He paid a tribute
1o the Ven. Archdeacon G. W. Carter,
of Shepparton, which elicited warm
applause. They were also pleased to
‘=ee present the Hon. G, Tuckelt,
[M.L.C, (Applause). He also eulo-
gised the Hon. R, Kilpatrick, M.L.C.,
2 sentiment whieh was heartily ap-
plauded. He explained the causes ol
the delay in finishing the memorial,
one of which was the difliculty in get-
ting a site. .u}ppiayat}.
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ting a site. (Applause),

Mr. Harold Lee, in supporting the
toast dilated on the loving esteem
in which “Pompey” Elliott was held,
stating the momory of his name
'would ever be green. He told some
‘amusing war incidents in the history
of the Brigadier-General in the field,
aliciting much laughter from those
assembled. “Where is your wonder-
ful old horse, “Pompey,”? asked Mr,
Leew  “Why I'l gusrantee that if
that horse came across an unshaved
man he would stand stark still. (Ap-
plause).

The toast was aceorded musical
honor=, and as those assembled sut
down there were cries of “Good old

‘Pompey. "
Brgadier-General Elliott  thanked

the commitiee for bringing his bro- |

ther from Tocumwal to meet him.
{Applause). He paid a warm ecom-

liment to Col, Bourchier, thian whom,

@ suid ,there was no ex-soldier who
was more h]'%hly esteemed.  (Lowd
applause), Touching on the volun-
tary military work he said false con-
clusions must not be drawn from re-
sults. It had to be remembered that
the early recruits in the war had effi-

cient officers to train them. (Ap-
plause). He was glad Lo see 80 many
returned men looking so well. (Ap-

plause). ‘The country had  been

gmmm to the returned men, £200,
000,000 having been spent to benefit
soldiors since the termination of the
war. The land settlement scheme had
rl'aiued many returned soldiers on_the
and who would be a success. -
Then he related many
umuai'ug experiences at the war,
which drew forth much laughter. I_:I_ei
told of @ padre who eame to him one |
morning and said, “Pve committed
sacrilige,” *Yes, what's the matter”?
asked the Brigadier-General. The
reply eame, “Well, 1 had some !lrh_i:kf? j
and water in my i:-ottl_e and 1 used it
for shaving.” (Laughter). Touch-
ing the chairman's regret at the delay
in finalising the memorial, he pointed
out that in Melbourne they were still
engaged in erecting the Shrine of
Remembrance, (Hear, hear)
Uinveiling Ceremony
Subseguent to lunch the proces-
sionists reformed and marched to the
woone of the memorinl where a large

planse),
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seane of the memorvinl where a large
pathering of representative residents
of the district had assembled, The
distinguished visiters were accommo-
dated with seats on o raised platform,
The president of the memorial ecom-
mittee, Mr, J. H. Harplr, occupied
the chair.

The proceedings were opened by the
singing of “God Save the King,"” 1ol
lowed by the hymn, “0 God Our Help
in Ages Pazt.”

The ¢hairman said the fanction
marked the culmination of hopes long
deferred, and evidenced that the
memory of the deceased soldiers was
enshrined in the hearts of the people
of the district, However, the Tt-
LAp-

lause ), He said Numurkah's record
in the great war was second to none
of any town in the Commonwealth.
(Applause). A number of volun-
teers in Numurkah were amongst the
first who assembled at the Broadmeu-
dows military camp.  (Applause).
The memorial would be a perpetual
reminder of things which they might
be liable to forget. (Applause). They
were honored tn having with them
one of the most gallant officers Aus-
tralia had produced, General Elliott.
(Applause), They were delighted to
see such a distinguished officer as Col,
Bourchier with them. (Applause).

Col. Bourchier, who was well re-
ceived, incidentally thanked the elee-
tors for having returned him unop-
poved,  (Applause). He would en-
deaver to faithfully represent all sec-
tions of the community. (AjPsiiuse).
He alluded to Brigadier-General la-
liott as a gallant soldier whom they
were delighted to have amongst (hen.
(Applause). He expressed a4 hope
that the president of the shire would
soon be restored to health. (Ap-
plause). He congratulated tne ¢ peo-
ple of the town and distriet in erect
ing such & fine memorial 1o the
memory of the deceased soldiers,
(Applause). He was convinced the
country could not do too much for
those suffering Trom the disabilitics
of the war. (Applause). ~ All should
be grateful for what the Australica
nurses had ¢done in attending to ‘ae
soldiers, (Applause). To all  who
had lost relatives in the great war
his eanveved sincere sympathy. (Hear,
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he conveyed sincere symputhy, (Hear,
hear). On the military system he
silil he was sure that if the time to
defend the country the present gen-
eration would do it as well as the
<oldiers had done in the great war.
(Applause). During the war the
Numurkah council raised @ special
war fund totalling £1700 through a
4, rate. (Applause). He congratu-
lated the memorial committee on the
very fine tribute they were paying to
the memory of the deccased soldiers
| (Applause). ;

The chairman apologised for the
.ahsence of Dr. Harris, M.L.C,
| Brigadier-General Elliott, who was
recetvea witn hearty appluuse, siid
he had attended many such ceremon-
jes—sud occasions to  the bereaved
parents of the decessed. He sym-
pathised with the latler. He was
plessed to be present that day and
renew many of his old acquaintances.
From the distriet & detachment was
raised who were present at the land-
ing in Gallipoli under heavy machine
lgun fire. A Numurkah officer was
among the survivors, who told him of
an instance of a lud wounded to
whom & comrade went to assist when
tiie boy said, “Never mind me, Im
done.  You do your duty.” He toid
of many striking evidences of bravery
which had come under his notice &*
the front, mentioning the naonw of
Upie, Lrom the Goulvmn Valley, who
guined distinction, (Applause). He
instaneed many cases of sacrifice by
soldiers on the field to help their
comrades. He was glad to be pre
gent to unveil the monument. (Ap
plause). There were some who bue-
uttled the part that Australin could
‘take in the war, but reminded tham
jof the great achievements by She
Commonwealth soldiers at the front,
ard the part taken therein by General
Sir John Monash. That day they
were paying u-tribute to the men whou
fell in the war. (Applause). At the
end came the Armistice—eleven years
ago. The Hindenburg line had been
Liroken and there was a complete vie-
tory for the cause of liberty and
freedom.  Armistice Day wuas the
one duy of Empire celebration,
‘Bhrines were being erected In  all
parts to commemorate the sacrifice
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arts to commemorate the sacrifice
or those that had fallen. (Ap-
plause). Should they not look for An-
sulta through the observance of An-
zac Day. He then unveiled the
monument, following which a two
‘minutes' silence was observed.

Archdeacon Carter said the monu-
jment was one erected to the memory
of those who had enlisted and those
who had paid the t sacrifice. It
should perpetuate spirit of the
ALF. as they faced the problems of

which were ter than those
D ere— spirit of comradeship that
drew all for King and country. To
the departed they were that day pay-
ing a tribute.

Then one prayer of Commemora-
tion was sald by the Arehdeacon, fol-
lowing which “The Lust Post” was
sounded, and the hymn, "God of Our
Fathers” then sung, the im_f.’mﬁhle
ceremony anmﬂm}hg with tne siag-
ing of "God Save the King."

Recruiting under the voluntary syp-
tem of training for the eitizen forces
will start this seek. First enrolments
will be made in Melbourne.

The Murndal Bstate, situated in the
Hamilton district, which has been in
; '_'!lmf:t_i of the Winter oCoke fam-
ﬁ? y for nidnety-one ﬁ"ﬁu"’- has
ivided, und on Friday last was
which ‘changol hand,  £46120 " was
Wl S ; )
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