TUCKFIELD MEMORIAL TABLET.

THE UNVEILING CEREMONY,

A unique ceremony, unfolding some
Inf t?m luul;b]jntemstlim kpu;.iea of tf.}el?-
"long's ear istory, loek place at the
. 1‘u§m~utrec_i: Blethodist Clurch yesters
'rja}- aftornoon, whel o IJ.I.EI.LI._E}I'JJ.I! tablet
erected by the Larpent survivors to ile
jmomory of the iato Rov. Francis Tuck-
i field, wos uaveilod., There wos o faip
| gathering of descendants of the Larpent
| survivors and their fricnds, and the ey,

[, Willinms prosided.  On the Elntfnrm
wero nlio the Revs, J. W, apd Joho
Tuckfield (sons of ihe late rev. gentle-
many, Mr. Jas Oddie and Me. G AL

Hitcheock., Tho tablet, which is ercoi-
ed on the southerm wall of the build-
ing, is worked in Mount Spmmers white
freestone, and is of Gothie design. It
ecusists of a moulded sill, supported on
three ornamental corbels, relieved with
earving. Riehly mooldid colmngs and
ornamental jambs  support  the sreh,
which is relieved with tracery and de-
corated with neatly curved bosses nnd
anrichments, the whols bmug surmonnt-
edd by n decornted fininl. The inseri

tion tablet is of Carrars marble, and tﬁ:
inscription is engraved in church text
and old English lottering, which blends
harmoniously with the surroundings.
The design and worlimanship lhave bdan

e and carried out b, . Josaph
g:lulilr. of Ityrie-street, :uuf]r he has sue-
eoeded in u.:]ﬂ;ug o decided ornament to
[thie interior of the spered edifice. " ke
inseription reads as follows:—"0On the
28th June, 1840, tho good ship Larpent
arrived-in Corig Bay from London, nav.
ing fevor on board.  The lnte Rev, Fran-
cis Tuekfield, then pastor of this churel,
visited the ship and saw the state of
the passengors.  As good Samaritans, he
dnd his-noble wife-gencrously recsived 4
nuber of the sick into their homo,- 2nd
in divino ways strewed ‘on their :path
garlands of faith, hope and charity. At
ﬂ:e abth anniversary of t.lﬁr_ h&ldll ',
e siEvivy passelgers Vige the
urection nfnﬁns tablet to record (ke
Christly ‘asct.—James Oddie, . Benjomin
Bonney, {i.nasd'ng:rrs; Willinm Williams,
Pastor. 10061

ving  oponed  the meoting  with
prayer, the Rov. Williams said it
was an occasion of pecalinr and uncom-
mon intorest. It was not often they wn-
veiled a memotial tablet in any of their
churches, and il was not often they had
to call to mind the deeds of men «he
hiad been so long in the preseuce of God,
ng tho - late AMr. fl"nhl:iﬂiéld :Lnd. . d lint
they wore congregated for that purpase
was due chiefly tEﬂ:'Mr. Jas. Oddie, and
the records of the church were enriched
%lf.' the placing there of the tablet to
r. Tuckfield's memory. !
Alr. Jas. Oddie, who has
spirit in all Lax
afiy yonrs ago sinco the event took place
that they were there to cclebrate. On
Mareh 28ih, 1849, "the af‘_.tIlE Larpent left
the Thames, and arrived off Point Honry
cxactly throe months afterwards.  She
hrought emigrants, and was the frst of
threa ships sent under the eoterprise of

been the live

Dr. Lang. His objoct was to ostablish n
Fm‘d,uftu.nt population in the country, -
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nt doings, enid it wa ]
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Protestant p;némlntim: in the eountry,
aud there were 290 passengers all told on
the Larpent. Fever broke out. during
Ll possage, apd thirkeon: stalwart omi
mrants were earrled off. “When the ship
arrived fever wos rampint.  Uhiey ¢ ere
‘consigned to Dr. Thomson, bub one of
the first men to board the ship was the
Bev. Francis TuckBeld, of thie Yarra-
streck Wesleyan mission station. He
generously throw his house” open to e
aillicked ' people, and o 'and his nebla
wife nursed them to canvalescenco.”  Mr.
Oddie s  good deal affected with emo-
tian when he related his run of ill-lnck
in the less of his wife and ehild within
o period of three weeks, ab tho end of
which he wns smitten with foever. The
Inte Mr. Tuckfield assisted him to regain
convilescence by placing the- mission
horse at his dis I, and could vividly
remomber the rides he had to’ Bareabool
Hills and Indented Head. Al round
Mr. Tuckfield acted as a true philanthro-
pist. The moveinent for the erection of
the toblet wos the outcowe of a metion
carried - at their last reunion at Macl's
Haotel. h;cudentunr, he referred to the
efforts made by ‘all demominations in
Canndn to asdist the endgennts, and seid

that 50 years ago the same thing was
done by the IRev. Mroneis  Tuelfald,
without any assistance or or-
ganisation  whatever. Tt was a

credit Lo the, Methodist Clinech that
snch a thing was done. It looked a long
time to E;a back to an eveut of 66 years,
but in the unveiling of the tablet thers
was an eloment of considerable worth—
It was an expression of gratitnde and
appreaiation from the, surviving' passen-
gers of ‘the Larpent. Most them
knew what it was to come to a strange
conutry, and what ik was te he met ns
they were; and they were thankful to be
able that-duy to testify to their feoli
towards the {ate minister.  Jr.. Oddie
then removed the Union Jack from the
tablat, tho fnsceiption ' on which was
road by the Tev. W. Williaws, -

The Rev. J. W. Tuckfield =aid he wan
exeoedingly delighted to meet the sor-
vivors and . their friends, and trusted
that he realised the sanetity of the o
caston, . Ib seemed to Do that his
parents whe worshipped there long ago
wern there again with him. He eould
not possibly express his feelings, but
would untter’ the one cxpression,
"Thanks.” He was thankful to Mr,
Oddis, and mentioned that he had the
good fortune to be in Mr. Oddie’s So-
viety Bundey zoliool class in Ballarak.
He had the highest respect for Mr.
Oddie, whp was au  alectionnte- apd
faithful leader.” He bad always mani-
fested the same loving- feeling and he
was ospecially thankful to him for -Tis
prominent, part in placing the beautiful
tablot in tho. heautiful and  historie
Yarra-streot ehureh. * To the other pas-
sengers, ‘the Rev. Williams,  and the
truostees, he waSnlse thankful,  The re-
feronces to his late father's philanthee
nid kindness had not heen exaprorn fed.
He was a brsve and noble man, who had
ppportunities wheu he lunded te obtain
large areas of land, but he was content
lo go on-in tlie work o which he was
called,. His cnother wis. o noble and
nigis woman. whe mderensnk mane el
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| ealfed,. His another wis o noble and
pious woman, who nnderwent many risks
at: the lonely nission’ station. | Their
aotiong of kindness wl;i-nh'gmﬂ baey ro-
ferred to were only samples of many
such aets, the Erfuﬂ:mnnr: of whicl was
their habit.  His parents were amongst
wse ' lierdie, pionesrs  whose names
should bo handed down from one genera-
tion to another.  Reverting to his
fnther's histary, the spoaker stated that
he preached in Melbourne on July 21st,
L, and in Geclengs on the following
Bunday.  Tun 1B4f De proached ok the
opening of the Yarra-streeb Church, and
in 1848, when Geelony was made s sepa-
rate district [rom- Melbourne, le was
appoiuted Wesleyan minister for the dis-
triot. . After resding extraets from an
old diary kept hy his father, one entry
in which stated that his class of yeholary
with an avernge attendance of 43, lad
learned ' 2383 Bible verses in a montli,
the speaker stated that lis fathér eaine
to speiid his doys as 'a supermumerary in
E&imﬁﬂng u;tti_:B 0. :’E‘]‘:l'}lr Foars n;étu ]s?
ook 'up “active waorl in, went
down: to-Portland, w!mfﬁn died. . .~
i Tha Rev. Jolm Tuekfield; another son,
aleo spoke and thanked the Larpent sur-;
wivors for their great kindness. They
bnd rvevived scomes of the past . which
would ‘otherivise have been buried with
the dend.  -Aftorso many years it prov-
ed-to Tim' that there was trie gratitudo
i tiweir hearts, ~ From the “Tasmanian
Hevigw™ ol 1838 he read tho! extraet
tlint by tho harquo-Seppings, from Lon-
dlon; “eame_four. Wu‘alnfmn'— missianaries,”
inclirding Mr. “Tuckficld.and_ his wife.
He hoped the tahlet"wonld “teach ‘them
the beautifol lesson_of love to their fol-
low creatures; the lesson of loyalty in
Britisher weleoming' Britisher; and the
togson of trne Methodism grasping the
hand of Mothedlsis ag thoy éame to this
gountry. e B el
The Rer. W. Willinms' formally so-
kenowledged the pift on- bebalf of the
chnrch,  The lale rev. gentleman was
of the fine trpe.of whoie charactor nind
deedds ther Tind ne fear of examination.
Tn the tablet they had n recerd of one
of the preat pioneers of the elinrcl in
(this eouniry. He complimented 3.
t8mith  en  his  workmaenlike job. and
| thought it did him_very great credit,
| Mr. G- M. Hitcheock: seeroinre of the
[ehovech  teust, also gpeles beiedly, and
fwadd Mr. Pockficld was 0 mnm wio bad
added to the Glore of Ged, and the pro- |
ﬂrﬂ&ﬂ. of true religion throughont this
land..

Amonest those  prosent wers A
Bominnin -Bouney, one of the promoters
of ithe-morement, amd 3y, W, Tiggins,
son of dthe late Mr. Woro TTieming, whe
aras o Larpent passenger. '
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