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Coremony of Fostacray Purk

Thousands of remdents assembled
at the wmain entrance 1o the Foot-
scray Park last Sundsy to
;I'I.‘m‘:ll. ilh-rh n.l-;"il'-' ol the ! s

cmorial by His Excellency the Go-
ﬂrnm-ﬂtmh J!IIJ. The day was very
warm, but the wssemblage waited
tiently until His Excellency, who '::;
accompanied by Lady Forster and ai-
tended bq_ Captain  Pin-Rivers, ar-
rived. b vice-regal was
met it the Loore-street gates by the
umyor and councillors, and as the
distinguished visitars reached the dais
near the memorial the band yed
Ve Mational Anthem. Then followe]
the singing of the hyma, “0 God
Chne Help m \ges Past,” and & Praye
by Bev Chaplain W, Smith.

Hi= Eucellency was then callcd
upan ty unvell the memorial, In do-
ing #0 he said Lady Forster and he
had been very pleased to rake part in
the unveiling ceremony. Six  miles
from hiz home in Kent, and mcluded
m the constituency of West Kenp,
which he represemied in 1he House o
Commons for 30 vears, was the an-
cien! village of Footscray.  When
they got the invitation to go to Foot-
seray M was fike 4 message from
home.  He fell he  was  amongst
Irsends and nesghbours, He was alse
glad 1o ke acqoamtance with the
heutitnl park which he had seen
trodi the othee side of the river. B
he wia wost glad 1o come becanse he
deeined n a provd honour to do any-
thing that would help to commemo:
rate what the Australmns had done in
the great war, He was to un-
veul (he splendid memoral to the men
wha went away To him local me-
tmariande always made a strong a peal
versomally.  There were mrmm‘iliis. on
all fromte o Austratian soldiers—the
natanal gravevards. There were na-
tonal memonials eommemorating the
decids of the nation’s servants; but he
fikrd v thimk that o 100 years ghe
teople  of  Footseray  would  have
~iethiig 10 remind them of the part
Plaved by the present gemeration in
the warlds grealest war,

1t was a ime thing to have a statue
of victory, but they musi not forget
vhat the vietory steod for [t was
rot erected in exullathon over 4
leaten foe. That had never been the
Hritish character. and he hoped it
never would he. |t was a tribute 10
the splendid service the men had given
m o the war What they wanted 10
cimemorate  was  the spirit  that
prompred these men to go, They did
not ask wlhat they coold ger out of w,
but rather what conld they do to help.
It voe v pur torm i the daily stengg
asked whay we could do to help the
world ondld be 3 hetter place 1o live
mt

Tite day befure he paid a tribute of
solenn silence in memory of the be-
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sifenn silence m memney of the be-
leved dead 1 was a tribute more
elequent than the noblest speech. Tt
wo b nspuring o think that in every
gquarter of the Empire the same
sclemin tribute way heing paid to all
those who laid down their lives. They
should keep the example ever before
their minds and endeavour to follow
1n el trEmm,

The Mayor, who spoke next, said it
would not be out of place to mention
that out «f a population of 30000, as
it then was, over 3000 men had an-
gwered the country’s call in ber dark-
3t hours, prepared to ifice all
He was pleased to say the citizens
had provided a Memorial Hall and
aleo this starae and a splendid homour
board. He hoped the statue would
rermind them all of what they owed 10
the soldiers.

On behali of the Footscray and
Yarraville branch of the RSSILA,
Mr Redpath expressed thanks and
appreciation of such a fine statue, He
wae proud of the patriotism and
lovalty of the soldiers and their de-
votion 1o the cause ior which they
fought He thanked the citizens Tor
rrecting the statue, ;

W present then joined n singing
“Unward, Christian  Soldiers.” and
Mr A, R F Crow, president I:Fi the
districe Fathers' Association, delivere)
an address.  He recalled the days,
ight years ago, when they saw their
boys away. Amongst those beiore
biryy there were very few who did not
have one or more going. Their kearts
Leat over the ups and downs, the sue-
cesser and failvres, and they gloried
in the boys who were doing for thew
what they could mot do t Ives.
Then peace came, and the boys re-
turmed.  Only the grey heads, per-
haps, realised what that coming back
meant. The war was ome selfish-
ness and jealousy, and if it were not
for that there would have been no
War

He would like, before sittmg down.
man who

heen a shirker he could never hawve
done such work. It was a glorious
piece of work, and had been dome by
local men, Messrs, Taylor and Sons
He had scted s clerk of works for
the job, and it was the easiest thing
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