The Late Mr. W. Clendinning.

Commemoration of His Bervices to
tha Town and Distriot.

A Hnnnmun;;hﬂ Erocted.

A meerixe convened by the Muyor, al
the request of the Counell, for the pur
pose af considering the ndvisalileness
ol commemarating the serviees of the
late Mr, William Clendinning 1o the
town and  district, was held at the

Sehool of Arts on Manday mght last,
I'here was a good attendance, repre

santative of the town and distriet, and

the Mayor presided.

Apologies were tendered for the ab
sence of Aldermen M:Intyre, Spratt,
and  Clarke, and Mr Ed, Bowman,
all of whom had cxpressed  ther
sympathy  with the movement ; and
letters favoriog the proposal were read
From Messrs, 0L White and 'I°. Conk.

The Mayor explained the object ol
the mecting, andd said that all pres=nt
koew that the late Mr. Clendmmng's
heart and saul were centred in Mus
wellbrook aod the sorraunding distrier,
amd he had devated many yeiars of his
life towards Torwarding the interests of
thot town and  district, and all wookd
remembier the fearless manner in which
e advoraied those mterests. He e
beved Mr o Clendinning was amongst
the fest batch of aldermen elecied alter
this town was foemed inle o muiie]
pality 1 af nor, e was amoogst e
second, and he oceupred a position in
the Council for many years, during
which time he always used his best en
deavors in the interesls of the town
Like evervhiody  else the  deceased
gentleman hard had his falts ; boe he
(the spraker) ventored o say ihat i
thoose faults wore placed o the balanee
with lus many gomd  qualities, there
woutd be no doubt 1 his mind as e
which side the preponderance would be
on  and svewnyg that s many good
ualities so far predommatad  nver his
i lJIIiI.-iII his  fellow LEaw isanen, h”-'”i-’-
humair, could Latged ali those laults in
the renembirance of lus poad qualities
{ Applauss),

The Hon. K. G 1y, Fugdeerald said
there are times when it o5 pleasaie and
olhers «vhen ot s unpleasant o rake
amonpst the meaiories of the post. 1)
was sad for those present to have o
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was sad for those present to Thave o
meet for the purposz of markiog th
mrerminy of the late 3e W, Clendin
ning. Lot these sad happeniogs we
curredd vvery day in some part of the
cowntey, amd eould ot e mended
There wyz, however, consolation iy
kaowing that they could do ther duty
towards a dieceased townsman whom
he knew, duriog the last Ofty years, had
watched with great interest the growth
and propgress of the town in which he
lived, and who took a prominent pae
i everylhing that was for the well
berng of the town and distnicr,  He
possessed many good qualities, and s
shortcornngs, therefore, could well e
allowed to e, He was [earless and
couragenuas n the expression ol Ias
apinions, and no one could lLelp but
admure the manly character he always
displayed in matiers al pulilic concern
He was unpulsive, but his pgenerosity
wits beyond doubt, and he would shake
hands with a person five nunutes atter
thwir friendship scemed o have bLeen
gevered by  heated argument ) and
when onee the hatchet wag buried, he
wauld be as good a friend as ever, He
felt that it was an absolute duty which |
his fellow townsmen owed o them
selves in recognition of an honorahle |
townsnu, that they should endeavor |
to perpeidale Lis memory to those who
ari by come after them, and as an o
gentive Lo them to so live that their
services shall also descrve recognition.
He moved, “That the micmory ot the
fate  Ale Willlam Clendinning e
inarked by the erection of a mongment
fver his grave, as o public expressian
of apprectation of the many and great
services hie hos rendered o the town
and  distriet of  Muoswellbrook.” No
ong would disagree with the appro
priateness ol the resolve there pro
posed, I'he townspeople could not do
betler than erect a monument and
know thal fur ever alterwards it would
L a recosinition of his many good ser
vices, and also a token of the high
estecm in which he was held by them
and he was sure all tewnsmen would
willingly give of their means o make
this sech a suitabhle monument o the
memnry of their late liend that they
wiould be proud to think there ever
lived amongst thens a man possessing
the high qualities that merited such
respect,  [Apnlias ),

Me, TOW. Humplhiies seconded, He

anted he helicved his aeainainianss wiih
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GRE, 1 WY DI ies Seconded, e
said he belicved his acquaintance with
thewr late fiiend was as lengthy as that
ol alinost any other resident of the
town, and lie could certainly say that
duriftg those many years he was one of
the must fearless and outspoken men
whom he (the speaker) had ever met ;
and s chiel object in all the public
affairs i which he was interested was
1o do samething for the henefit of the
public generally ; and it redounded to
his credit that it did not matter whether
his opinions were adverse to tose who
were in high positions or not, he gave
expression to them, and he showed |
thereby that he was animated by the
noblest and Lest feelings that could he
possessed by anyone,  (Applavs:)

Mr, ', Healy supported the motion,
and mentioned a phase of the de
ceased gentleman's character which he
thought should be of interest to all,

and an example for the young, It was
Lord Bacon who said that * reading
makes a full man,” and anyone ae
quainted with Mr. Clendinuing knew
that he was a most assiduous reader
and had been for many yeoars Al

though he had only Rew apportunities |

lol oltaining much education 10 his
' youth, he gualified himsell afterwards
by constant study and ceaseless read
ing ; and there was always a desire by
him to acquire general information,
especially with regard to any new sub
ject which appeared in the public press
If at times he was rrilable, 1t was
generally pleasant 1o meet lim and
conversz with him. It was the duty
of the townsmen to honor such a man,

and to show peaple residing here that
they always give hooor where 1t is due,

e —

and tha! merit always receives its due
recognition. (Applause).

Mr. A, Southcombe spoke highly of
the deceased gentleman for the hearty
and firm support he had always given
to the Saturday Half Holiday Associa-
Lion

The
maouosly,

Mr. B. T. Keys moved, “ That a
commiilee consisling ol trie  si@yor
and aldermen, the Hon. R G. D
Fitz Gerald, Messts, R T, Keys,
. €. White, ]. W. Humphries,
W, Idavison, Ed. HBowman and P

Healy be appointed o carry out
v ; amd  Lhat

motion was carried  unani-

Faransime  roeeloling
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FHealy be appointed (o carry oWl
the foregning retwlution, and hat
Mr, Humphries act as Treasurer and
Mr, Urecht as Secrctary.” He said
that, sad though the duty may he, he
was willing to join the meeting in
carrying out the object it had in view,
because it was the duty of residents (o
do something  lo  perpetuate  the

memory of Mt Clendinning,  and

recognisi. the work which he did duning
his residence of  over forty  years
amangst them.  During that time he
gave everyihing that was brought for
ward for the advancemént of the town
and distriet his able and strong  help

He had worked for various institutions
in the town, including the Hospital
amd P oand A Association, but it woold
b= impassibile to enimerate all the As
snciations he was compected with. Tu
would alse be impossible m adequately
estimate his gnod qualities, hecause he
often  performed good and gencrons
decds which anly very few people knew
af. He (the speaker) had bad 25
years' experience  of the  deceased
gentleman’s public actons, and as far
as he knew  his fechings for the wwn
ﬂl'.‘l'il.'!.q remained pualtered,  His livwe
for  Muoswellbronk  was  uhparalleled,
and the place which camié pext i his
affortinns was his awn native  country
—Ireland,  Abthongh it may not be
generally  known, heo olten assisted
families 10 [reland who were 1 desti

tate circumstances by raising subscrip

[ tions, which be suplemonted and re

mitted o them s name would e
rementbered long n this district, and
he (the speaker) espressed the wish
that for the goad he had dane the resi-
dents of the town and district would be
alile 1 suitably perpetuate his memory.
{Applivsed.

Mr. Alex. Wetdmaan seconded, and
referred to the work which Mro Clen
drmning had done w0 connection with
the establishment of the School of
Arts, and alsy spuke bighly of lim
alhier respects,

The motion was carried,

A subacription list was then npened

A heariy vole of thanks was aceorded
the Mayor for presiding, on the maotion
of the Hon, K, G, 1) Iz Gerald and
Mr. F. Budden.

The Mayor suitably acknowledged
the vote, and stated that the sum of
#2135 had been promised in the room.
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