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GENERAL BIRDWOOD.
PAYS VISIT TO CAMPERDOWN.

Thousaods Tender Emthusiastic Welcome.
General Has Chat Ih_ln Who Fougist Under

And Speaks Words ol Thanks (o Methers and
Children.

Shire Honor Board Unveiled.
Cunt-ﬂgll_ltlh-.
Memorable Day for and
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Memorable Day for Camperdown and
District,

Thussdiey last was the day set
apart for the visit of Geperal Bl
Vorlluam  Wirdwoed 0 Chlajesdowi,
il bl day o4 one tpat will be baod-
wd down ae obe ol the Dmost HGuGer-
able 0 e beslory of the lown  and
istrict and sbie. The poople, MMee
pective of class, bad a full apprecs
bl el Gl Gremeral, pained frei-hasd
ihrough Thear soldier relatives, apd
i owas their Jebght w booor bhim o
e wllseel,

The preparutions [or hls receplion
were o the unnds of the Hoampden
shire Louncil, sod they were eurried
oul o A manuer bedtung the occas-
jom. The I'residint (LUr. 8. G.
Black) and the Shire offlcers had
evervthing arranged to the last let-
ter, and the town and Shire are un-

a debl of gratilude 1o the ladies

were responsible lor the decor-
aUlons of b inlerior and eXleror ol
the Snire Hall.

Manifold-sirect was beaotifully be-
fligged, and [or this the Bhire UCoun-
cil was principaily respomsible, bat
their efforts were well seconded by
the whole populsce, and it & doubt-
Mal i Camperdown ever previously
presenied such & thorvughly festive
appearance, Festoons of allbed flaga
in thonssnds daopored their brght
piumsage o the clear light of n kind-
1y Australion sun, apd bespoke m a
emall way (ke peoples apgreciation
of their guest, The flags and ol
ors expressed (he population’s de-
light at the opporiunity o holof one
who has won such faiae for Australia
and ms well the men who helped him
do t. The decoravions as carried
out by the Shire Council oflicials de-
serve mere  Lhen a word of praise,
and pone the less Is crodit due o
the propriciors ol business establish-
ments in  Manifold-strest, some of
whom went to cobsiderable Urouble
e show Liheir apprecistion of the
greal ovcasion. From the clock
iower Hoated o mammoeth Union Juck,
and everywhere else was “the flag
Thui hais braved a Uodsapd Yoears Lhe
battle =and the breeze,” clusely in
asgociatiua with the Australinn Flag,
which wus prominenlly displnyed,
in evidence, There s po doubl that
the Ueneral appreciaied the wel-
colr .

Hundreds of people made an
earlier rise than usual on Thursday
#0 that they might be in thme to pEar-
ticipaie fo the frst cheer to the nan
who led the men of Hampden, along
wilh Weir comrades hroughout the
Commonwealth, through u long suc-
cession of vicliries—vietories which
thrilled apd amazed the world. From
early muorn, apart (rom (he busy
throng decorating ihe sireeis, there
was an vousaal stir., In (act, many
bad come i overnighl, and they
spenl the greater part of the day in
the plensant shado of dbe avenoe.

The decorations st the Shire Hall
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The decorations at ihe Shire Hall
presented g  juasleTpices  of Oags
cunningly intepiwined with lolinge
and fdowers. The upraised dais
could nol have appeared more ple-
turesque, and the =iair bablsicrs
lending to (e Council Chambors,
where e civie feccpUon was held,
were pone Lhe less preily, Dor was
the passage leading thercto. In abl
waz a towch eof Asstralia, gum
bushes in Lioom being

delicatelyshaded  delphiniums, re-

for ibey found i@ Dol bl Woisagioe
tae days when these bDrave warriors
fought for the lves oi others wad

which lasted lor some lome.

The General was then escorted to
the receplion roum, where be was
presvated o those present  and,
witerwards, the Shire Fresulenl pro
posed the only toast, that of “The
h—jm -

.h- General DBirdwood procceded
down stairs to inspect the Guard of
Hopor of returned  poldicrs, wiich
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DOWE PURIFs TP HENPTTL LI LSlGAEW R
Hooor of returned poldiers, wiich
had been drown op, e Dassed
bands played “God Save “the ninz,~
and the multitude burst iote cheers.

The General then proceeded with
the inspection of the iroops, and the
scene was an hisloric ooe.

It was characierisiic of Geperanl
Birdwood that the @irst thing be
should seek was n word with his
comirides. ; J'ﬁ

This ceremony oceupied some
minuies, and was most (ouching, He
spoke a kimdly word to each, en
quired of their health and prospects
in life, and cxpresscd wishes [or their
fuiure weliare. Particolarly was he
anxions to medl  the mothers  and
faihers of soldiers amd (he youme
members of famillvs whose kin hag
mo nobly respoaded (o Wheir colntry =
call., In the Guard of Houor was o
representstive of  the Aasiralinn
Navy, whoin the Goensral was di-
lighted 10 meet.

The gusird of honor nombered

ful day of April 25 1915; men who
saw b+ firsi Austrailian mount Lhe
topmost emimence om  the rugeed
shores of Gallipoll im the grasd
charge of an army of onirled
oldiers, and saw bim turn atmd cheer
then dash on;, men who l(oughi

and Palestine, and om il
amons  balllefields of FPrancy
who helped give the Hum the
finnl knock-out blow at Amfens,
In welcoming Geoeral Sir 'Willian
Birdwood,

-

down o have Uebvial Didwood pre
There was wol another b
in ibe world who Lad dobe s muck
for Austis a8 General Bidwoud.

being an  exiremely able soldier.
LApplagse) . When placed in gom-
mand of the A.L.F., Geseral Bird-
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Yalea, W. T,
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Zemmer, Beddon Churkes,
Hrooliman, Murso.
Claary, Nurse
Usian,” Nurse
H.-rqr r...
l-ll.
Vinea, Nursa
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