THE JAMES GU&IHH_
 MEMORIAL STATUE.

-

Last Haturday was by no means jdeal
1 o fur ge the weather -:nnditinn: were
coticerned for the important ceremony
of unveiling the memorial statue, arect-
ed by public subseription, as an appre-
vistion of the life's work ot the
Inte Mr James Coming, J. P, at
the Bowling {Green Reserve, H.piar
sirect. Heavy rain in the morning EZuva
rige to thoughts ol postponement, but
towurds mid-day finer conditions pre-
valled, albeit the afternoon wes decid-
edly unfavorable. The leaden sky and
# ecold south wind, however, did not
detor thowsands of Jocn] residents of
Footgerny, Yarraville und surroundi
istriets, together with & large number
of visitors from Melbourne snd other
suburbe, being present to do honor to
the memory of one who, in life, waa
redpeeiod gnd rovered by all.  In addi-
tian Lo the statue haviog been erected,
the large negembinge gave if of the
pogale's spprecistion of the deceased
Bentiomisn,

Proceadings opened by the Footseray
Municipal  Hand  rendering  snitable
hymns, ** Nearer My God o Thee,"
" lLead Kindly Light,"" and  ** Jesus,
Lover of My Houl,'' The platform
which had been ereeted sround the
predestal was then cecapied by the com-
mittee of the memorial fond, the mem-
bers of Mr Cuming's family {with the
vaveption of Mesdames Stewart and
Carphell who wers unable to be present
through tll healthl, and the various
speakers, Ur A, MeDonald, chairman
of the comirittes, pave n brief descrip-
tiot ool the circume=tances lesding up to
the ere fion of the memorin! and paid
i tpshate of personal apprecintion Lo the
late M Sumidng,  He then asked the Hon
don Akinae, M1, to perform the
cetemony of unvellmg Uhe menmorisl,

Mr. Akman, inan impressive manner,
fave i resume of the many endearin
nuniities of ihe decesred gentleman, o
his founding in o samall way the now
impartant ard world wide kKpown Rrm
of Cuming, Smith & Ua., his important
pubiie life, pointing out that altheugh
at wll times a particalarly busy man, he
tlevotedd yenrs of his 1ife to the promot-
ing of the weltare of Foolseray and its
vhrious orgatisations, in which he at
all timmes tick Lhe keenest interest, and
fiso o hi# mony and generous benefae-
mone Lo charity, oot only in this city
bt throwghout the whole of the stats,
i Taet s generosity was not confined
fo the Uommonwsalth alone, a: in all
his trips Home and to Americe, he gave
Tulf nlﬁf to his charitable tendencies
nnd had his reguiar Hst to whom he ex-
tended g practical sympathy.  With
surha sunny neture, such s charitable
und helufol digposition, and having the
means to give effect to him desires it
ean by well imegined what & ey of
sunlight thin man was wherever he went
Hi pavi st not anly his money but the
henlthy and cheerful and encouraping
spirit of the men slso,  He was 8 man
ol great depth of sonl, baving a wonder-
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SENTIL aif Lhet msn BiR0. He Was 4 man
0f great depth of sonl, having a wonder:
fully well read and informed mind, the
toueh of the peetic nalure alweys Bp-
Continuing Mr Aikman ssid

v remembered on oceasionds  when
writing trom Scotinnd he would be at
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the seche depicted in the peem, for ex- |

il Tam-o-Shanter,”” and }ruﬂgi}lﬁ
ulong by himself in the open field wit
hat off, winld rive vent to his feelings

| by reciting alopd the particalar poem |

attaehed to the jlace, 4an  instance
showing the traly poetic and regponsive
spirit. within the man.  Another fine
Lrait Lhat wis slways noticeabls to his
friepds  wrs  the profound respect
that ke had for other people’s
Tevlings ; he wonld never knowingly say
i ifo manvthing Lo make another person
fee! oneomfortable. He was o groat
mun for defending the phsent nnes, and
u man’s honor was alwaye pa-rfpcﬂ}- safe
with Jurmes Coming, With respect to’
his charitable rifts Mr Aikman remark-
ed tha! among his many donations he
made o 1] and 1WE-S in all com-
prising jnst om E28 000, This sum in-
cluded the Coming Institute, special
doputions 1o all charitehie institutions,
orp R eE, chiirehes, I niversity
seholarshins, special gifts to the Vet-
erinary Cotlogs in the University of
Melbourne, and varion: other sections,
and distributed it wll on the broadest
possthile lines withoot respeet o cresd
or religion. * 1 really think there was
no serlion emitted. " Apart altopether
frean these special dunations his ordin-
mry miscclipnenss subacriptions Amount-
ed to un average nothing leas than 500

| & went, eovering all forms of charity
| and lemitimate sport.

e was aa broad
in his aymputhy regsriding sport as he
was 11 his charitabhle gifts, and nssisted
the whals of the clubs in the distriet
with the benefit of his valuable advice
arel  more  particularly in oa fnanp-
cinl  munner, His  only  condition
in thiz resprect was “‘that the pame
must he clenn” we anything of o shady
or underhand nature be abhorred. 'l
is better to lose hy fair means than to
win by foui”™ was hik motto and his
wishes in that direction were always re-
spected,  Mr, Coming's purse was al
abl times open to the poor and need
and no deserving case Was ¢ver turne
wway and in this he had only one condi-
tion  “‘no pablicity”' a8 that was one
thitg he never sonpht.  Inoall his noble |
eharitable work he had the whole-heari-
ed gnd enthusiastic sopport of the |ate
Mrs Coming, one of the kKindost hearted
women who ever lived, and whose ng-
sistance to the poor of Footseray and
Yarruville wns proverhial. Mr Ajkman
drew particular sttention to toe fore-
thonght of Mr Cuming in setting apart
wosm of mioney as an endowment the
anpunl interest of which will last for
venrs, to parchaze  coveted medals
for the dux of the schonlz in the dis-
trict, to puarchase new books for the
Muechunics” Institute, to mssist the
funds of the |neal ladies' Benevo-
lenl Society and many other actions
of  n similar matare.  Yarraville hu|
its monument™ fwid Mr Aikman *'in
that splendid edifice  the Yarraville
| Citizens' Club—James Cuming Insti- |
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Citizens” Club—James Cuming Insti-
tute,”” A monument of Mr Cuming’s |

large-heartedness for the benefit of the |
pecple for all timel and one of which |
they amre justly proud. Mr Aikman |
congratuluted the people of the district |
| for thus showing their ex ion of |
pratitide and coneluded with the words |
““GGenial, unessuming, cheritahle James |
Cuming has pone Trom our midst, and |
I feel | am expressing the wish of all F

|

pre sent when | say | bope he has pain-
ed that crown in Heaven to which his
deeds on earth entitled him, and [ say
from my heart | know of no man more
worthy, "

Mr Aikman then pulled the cord and
the veiling fell from the statue, and it
is ot too much to say the spectators
were mpalomshed at the excellence of
the memorial, which is, without dl:ul.!ht.
worthy of the gentleman to whom it s
dedieated.  Stundipg 13 feet high it is
a fair ample of the artist's work, com-
prising as it does s granite base with a
marble column, on esch of the four

corners of which is sn  allegorienl
fi representing Peace ony,
Plenty and Industry, they in turn sup-

wrting the bust of the lute Mr Cuming.
II’I:m whole of the work, with the excep-
tien of the pedestal, is carved in Italian
markle, and the buse bears the inserip-
tion : *' Erected by the Citizens in ap-
| preciution of the iife of the late James
Cuming, J.P. Hia memory lives in the
hearts of all who knew his worth."
Singularly sp riate in its plainness
| to the memory of one who was a plsin-
living man, and & work of art that is »
credit to the city, the artist, Miss Mar-
garet Baskerville—the well-known Aus-
tralisn srtist—has executed her com-
mission in a truly artistic manner. At-
tention to detail and

af likenesa

the rematk of one of
-that itonly wanted the
jon to be lifehka,' was

present. _
gl slevioe 3 s b o
ment, the ga was addressed by
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E..-.i“ James Mathews, M.P., A. A.

Hal?wru I|[-|'if oo I.iurl o
- i‘ an. Hall (Wil stown),

Crow (Yarraville), esch of
whom made reference to Mr Cuming's
m’gwd gualities, unbounded philan-
and valuable sssistance in many
Ways as u gitizen. Mr Mathews aptly
remarking that Mr Coming in establish-
ing and farthering the mannfacture of
artificial manures, was a most impor-
tant factor in the wealth and improve-
ment of the rursl industries of the
whole state, in fact said Mr Mathews
be not only ided work for hundreds
st Yarraville but to the country dis-
tricts, his masistance in the cultivation
of the cereals was aily second to cup-
ious rainfails st the proper season.
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Ui LT CEremin WaE Oy Becond L Cop-
ious rainfalls at the proper season.

Mr H. E. Caldecott J.P. (vice-chair-
man of the memorial committee) pre-
faced his remarks by apologising for
the absence of Sir John Madden and
Professor 0. Masson owing tos fonction
st the University, Mr J. Lemmeon M. L.
A. owing to ill health, snd Messrs J. E,
Fenton M.P. and F.. . Warde M. L.A.
in coneequence of other enga enia.
Mr Caldecott traced the hi-tﬁrﬂf the
memorial committee’s work, paid a
!'_nehm tribute to Mr Cuming, more par-
ticularly in regard Lo his conneetion
with his duties ae one of the honorary
magistrates, dealt with his Iife in
our midet in mn appreciative and ahle
manner, and on behall of the commit-
tee and subscribers presented the mem-
orial to the city as & spontaneous gifu
of the citizens, and stated the commit-
tee had considered it a privilege snd a
labor of plessure in consumating the
wishes of the subscribers,

The Mayor (Cr A. J. Pearce) on be-
balf of the council and citizens, thanked
the subscribers for their magnificent
gift to lhe eity, and joined with the
whole of the other speakers in con-
gratulsting Miss Hu;i-re'l. Baskerville
on her magnificent work. In npleasing
menner he made reterence to the picnic |
given by Mr Comung (and referred o |
by Mr Aikman in his address) to the
whole of the school children in the dis- |
trict, together with many of their pag-
ents, to Bacchus Marsh, in celehration
of Footseray having been prociaimed a |
city. Mr Coming on that occasion, as
indeed on all oceasions, had entertained |
in o most levieh manner. and the |
children (of whom he was one) to the
number of about 3000 had & particulsr- |
ly pleasant and memorable ouling, and
one that had made & lasting impression |
on his mind.

Mr James Cuming thanked all con- |
nected with the erection of the mem- |
orial, on bebalf of the familv., in a |
thnnmgmﬁ- hearty manner, He assur- |
ed one and all of his own and his siaters’ |
and brothers’ most grateful apprecia-
tion of their kindneas., He gove an ool-
line of his father’s hard working life |
it his earlier years. He had pained his
weslth by srduous and strenvous busi.
ness principles, and took a delight in
later years in spending & portion of his
money for the benefit of those leas for-

tunately placed than himself. The
family were at &ll Umes proud of
hia geperous naetore, end kindly dis-

ﬂuuitmn. and they were delighted to
now the people appreciated his worth,
as shown by the erection of this beauti
ful tribute to his memory, He specially

thanked the committes for their effort,
snd particularly mentioned the honor-

| ary secretury for his mesistance in

carrying out the matter to such a suc
ceasful issue, Mr Cuming's remarks
carrred with them s decided impression
of z;l'ntiﬁed gincerity,

The Hev, J. T. Baglin in n short
uﬁpmpriate address moved n vote of
thanks to Mr Aikman, who made &
brief response, and the proesedings
which throughout were of a most im-

regsive nature, were brought to & close
1} the Ela.:ﬂn;r.t of “The Hesvens are

elling.'” and ""God Save the King."" by
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'[l:.)r e Maying ol cULne Heayens ars
elling,'” and '"(Ged Save the King,"" by
the Footzeray Municipal Band,
[ The committee of the memorial fund
eongisting of Cr MeDonald (Chairman
and Hon. Tressurer), Or A. A, Harris,
Dr. J. H. Webb, and Messrs H. E.
Caldecott (Viee-Chairman), J. J. Mills,
E. Ward, K. W. Smith, T. F. M. Smith, |
A. R. P. Crow, J. Hall, with MrT. J.
Fvans gs hon. secretary, are to be con-
tulated on having carried out the
whole of the arrengements in connection
with the matter in a highly creditabie
manner and are degerving of the thenks
of all connected with the memarisl for
their fine efforts. The result of their
work is & distinct advanlage to the dis-
trict, and the public will we feel sure
do their utmost to protect the memor-
inl, which is the property of the citizens,
and all eombine to preserve 1L in every |
weAibile respect. e eannol refrain -
rom emphasiging our tribute to Miss
Margaret Baskerville for her musgnifi-
cent work. 'Whilst freely admitting we
have drawn attention to the delay in
the completion of the atatve, in our
volumne, desire to say that althocgh it
has taken two and a half years to comi-
plete, we agres with the sentiment fre.-
quently expressed on Saturday al the
unveiling, the result was woell worth
the waiting for. and will prove not onl
to serve in peipetusting Mr. Coming's |
memory, bul 1o detidrsly inerense Lhe |
importance of the vity and add o its |
attractiveness. i
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