The Late Mr. C. F. Lewis.

oolomisd of 51 years,

When the bistory of Victorla and iia
seitloment comen to be writien, pride of
plase will nndoubtedly be given to the
men of thas goiden tles—who,
lared by the prospects of wealth, flocked
into the Southern land from all parts of
the world. No one wonld wish to under-
valoe for one moment the magnlficent
work dons by the sarly plonsers, who, to
find pesturage for their flocks, bravely
faced all the dangers of an unknown
wilderness, Drought, relentless savaye
foes, lack of translt, and acores of other
difficnlties were cheerfully overcoma by
the men of the pastoral age, and credit
muat be given to them for the dsontless
herolam they displayed, With the Lalilal
yoar of the second half of tha century,
however, a new era began, sod the bright-
eyed, slrong-handed, high- ted, young
adventurers who then flosked into the
Infant conntry in searcsh of the noble
““n.gu"" B o the posaie wiiomy o the
pr ty o ony
Houthern seas. The story of thelr work,
although told in fragmer.s from tlme to
time, haa still to be ponrtrayed as & whole,
and when this is done many a privaie
oltizsn, who, to the present generstion
slmply sesma & quist ordinary individaal,
will have been foand to have played mo
mesn part In the grest work of natlon
building. When in 1854 snd 1856 the
glozles of Simson's and other fielda
in what was koown as the muddle
digglogs, were atiracting genersl attan-
tlon, there arrived, smong others, »
yooog mao who was fated to take m very
prominent poaltion in thefuller clvillsation
that followed the turmol! and horly-barly
of the diggings days. This young digzer,
Mr Charlea Ferris Lewis, had soen many
phases of life, young ss he was, having
slrendy tempted fortone In Californis and
New Sonth Walea, commercial pursoits
having oconpled his attention In the
mother conntry, Gold seeking beoamae
his bosiness om his arrival at the Infant
diggings of New Bendigo, now Bt. Arnand,
in the year it was opened—1855—and for
several years he wielded the plck and
shovel with varylog fortune. When the
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shovel with varylog fortune. When the
lorfen of New Zealand emptled the
ntinentsl colonles in 1361, Mr Lewls,
like others, triad his lock in the land of
the Mos, bat, although fslrly sacceasful,
he still kept & warm corner lo hls heart
for the then pictoresque little diggings
near the Avoca. Betorniog to Vietcris,
he made hia way back to New Bendigo,
or a8 it waa then named 5t. Armaod, after
the great French Crimesn hero. ()uartz
mining by this time had got a falr start in
Victorls, and untll the day of his death
Mr Lewls was largsly identlfied with
the Indostry In his own locality. He,
however, saw the means whereby be
could be of greater umae to hls adopted
home thsn by personslly following the
ocgogpatlon of a miner, and to that end
poarchased the ** St Arnand Mercory "
from lta then peoprletors, who reslded In
Maryboroogh. Under his editorship and
management the ** Marcary  qulckly
took & promlpoent position amoog up-
conntry journals, and It waa Jargely owing
to the plocky up-hill manoner in which
the ** Murcury " set forsh the clalms of
St. Arnsnd and ita resoarces to recogni-
tion, when the collapss of the B8t
Arpand silver mines snd the worklng
oet of the opper formatlons of fite
gnld roofs left the lttle town on the
edpge of the pinins withoot a [riend, that
capltal was loond to farther explore and
prospect with the magaiticent results
obtaloed by the Lard Nelson, o clalm
which, by the way, Mr Luwls held him-
gelf many years age, When the tide of
agricnitural sattlement rolled northward,
Mr Lewls was quick to reallse the msg.
nificent field offered in his discrlct, and
the ** Mercury" has ever slnee besn
among the moat notable of the recognised
farming joarnals. In hla own town and
district he wea recognlsed as the leading
man, and no movement was considered
fairly Imonched unotll It received his
approbation and eo.operation. The long
llat of local honoars he enjoyed need mou
be rocapitnlaied here, bot throoghont the
disirlei ho was regaraed with affection
and respect as ** the father of 5t. Arpand.”
When, soma ten jears sgo, &8 movement
was #et on foot by the proprieturs of the
principal conotry newspapera to eatablish
a central vllice of thelr vwn in Melboarne,
Mr Lewls waa one ol the firs! to recognise
the grest advantages to be derived from
ench & course, is active co-operation
was given, sad his great experlence and
his clear business knowledge were found
of the greatest value In succeasfully
eatablishing the Comotry Press Associa-
tlon, which has slnce proved of such
reat bensfit to provinecisl jonrnals,
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%mt benefit to provincisl joomnals,
ls fellow shareholders indooed him
to become a dieector of the oom-

oy, & position he nccupied antll his
smented death on Thorsday, 3rd May,
Hia term cf offica of chaleman of direc.
tors only came to so end a few months

ago.

Mr Lowls was born®{in Devlzss, Wilt-
ghlee, In April, 1828, and In 1868 marrled
tha widow of the Iate Mr Archibald
Borthwick; of Bt. Arpand. [is widow
suevives him ; as alao iwo grown-up sons
and a danghter. His ullest san, Mz T, G
Lewis, has for s:me years been associated
with his father In the wanagoment of the
* Mercary,” whils the othar son ocenpled
a leadlng ‘posltion In & Malbourne print-
ing office.

In his own town and distelot Mr
Lawis's death leaves & gap not to be filled
}"r? ROy oo man, but his family and many

lenda Lave the consolstlon of knowi
that among the men who sasisted to ball
up the nascent natlon of the sonth Mr C,
F. Lewix was one of the chisf workers,
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