THE WRECK OF THE FIDES.

The Hh'n‘lg:l‘tpﬂﬂ from the Colloctor of Cuslons,
with respect to the loss of the Fides, waa laid on the
iable of the Legislative Council on Tuesday : —

 Bir—In m:ﬁunu with the imstruoctions con-
veyed in your ute, dated 14th instant, received
on the 16th, I have the homor to report on the cir-
cumstances which sppear to have been attendant on
the loss of the Fides.

“From the stalement made by the survivors, it
snnasss that the Fidss halnmesd tn the neasnmant

of Christianstadt in Finland, and that she left London
for this port on 11th Janusry, 1860, lsden with a

general cargo.
“ The up to the time of their passing Cape
Borda, the N.'W. extremity of Island, on

21st Muy, was without sny remarkahle oocurrence.
“The Lighthonse on the Caps was observed nt 4
m,b_hlﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂ,ﬂ:imt-hut 11 miles, in posi-
ion A on the chart ; the wind st the time being from
N. to N.N.E. ; at 8 p.m. they sounded in 40 fathoms,
with the Lighthouse bearing 8.W. nine miles; at
9.80, the wind was N.W., and the vessel appears to
running up the Strait; the weather at this

“ At 1 a.m. on the 22nd, the soundings omly gave

the weather being clearer, mil was
ma convenient ; at 1.30 the ship was tacked, the
the westward being light and variable ; at
vessel would not answer her bﬂ'hh:; -nif::ﬂil

.‘.h‘m;'l?d to tack, the

mldnu:hr ey stood on agein, and
sguin tried to to tack, but in vain. They observed a
om the lsnd; st 230 the wessel

|

¢
3

4
if

sppears to have been made to get the
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where the ship struck is about 12}
nautical miles to the eastward of the Light, the coast
of rugged rocka,
30 she in fragments,
 The master and nine men were drownad, the sor-
vivars being—Andress Herrmsnn, Hjulman (mate),
Johan {-m:::{, Johan Jacob Hoseniand
{a%tni. Carl Bde, Carl Martens (seamen).
u of tha csrgo was loat, with the excep-
tion of a few cases of

which had come sshore
on the south coast of Yorke's Poninsuls, and a few

articles which wers washed on the beach at the scene

“mmri';mmﬁuudhmppwtthnmﬂmm
the body of a which had come on shore slive.
The ohi men lsft the remains of the
wrock on the 26th, snd arrived lithl_[i!‘!thﬂuﬁl;n
nd-
r.Ta !
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“ From enquiries I have made the canae appears to |
be a very simple one. The vesssl having thul
i sad in one of the eafest siraits |
known in of the world, is allowed to drop to |
leoward d a dark equally night, on a pitons
coast. On the water 30 faihoms to
luithm!ui--n

L lltlwnqh there waa Little wind
at the time, and so variable and light that the

the helm, she is permitted to

without an anchor Epl?ng let go,
although two hours before the ship was in 20 fathom:
waler.

“From my own hawﬂv of the coast T am of
thao:alnahnr. which I have keard was mis-
(and tha eable ready arranged) would hav.
the ship ; and as the wind, from tha:tl:tmnt-nf

Lightkeepers, cams off the land st daylight, thers
littls reason to doubt but that this catastrophe,
the lives of the master and niné men and a

m and cargo were sacrifieed, eould have

it in = task for me to undortake, but [
feel it is my to record it as my opinion, that tho
whole of the transaction ninu-grt negligence,
irresclution, and want of skill on the part of those
entrusted with the navigstion of this unfortunate
vemsel.

“ As the loss of the Fides may occasion some want
of confidencs on the part of masters of ships who
are strangers to the coast, I trust the Government
iﬂlhhud:nl_p as may be deemed , 1o

int out that this lamentable wreck cannot be attri-
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to that the entrance to Investigator's Birmits is
26 miles broad, without a bank or shoal be-
tween the Althorpe Island Tsland. A
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enquiries.

BT haas bha hamas ba ka Bla

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article90247148
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i % T have the honor to be, Bir,
% Your moat obadient servent,
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