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FLYINGDOCTORPILOTDEAD

A pilotfortheflyingdoctorservicein the
north-west

was himselfthe subjectof a flyingcall
last week-endbut died

on Sundaynight.

He was Reginald R. Rob-
inson,who had beenpilot
for the Victorian sectionof
the AustralianAerial Medi-
cal Services, basedat Wynd-
ham, almostsinceits incep-

tion five yearsago.
Afterhe had been operatedon

for
appendicitis

last week, com-
plications

set in and it was de-
cidedto bringa Darwin doctor

to Wyndhamfor
consultation.

After contacting Darwinby radio
on Saturdayit was foundthatthe
flying doctor machinewas too busy.
It was therefore arranged from

Perthfor the Lockheedmail planeto
hurryon to Darwinand returnto
Wyndhamthe same nightwith a
doctor.

Mr. Robinsonwas employedby the
MacRobertson-Miller Aviation Com-
pany,undercontractto the medical

service.

GOOD RECORD
His companysaid today:'He put

up a marvellousrecord.For five
yearshe flewoveran area,from
Wyndhamto Derby,Hall'sCreekand
VictoriaRiver Downs,and never had
a forcedlandingor damagedhis
machine.

'It was a tribute to his
engineering

skillthat he had neverhad any
trouble.

'His objectwas to make the ser-
vice safe,and he achievedit. The
most nervous personwas not afraid
to fly withhim.

'As a resultof the flyingdoc-
tor scheme 60 women have gone
to live in the area.

to live in the area.

'In 1936 'Robby'took part in the
search for a missingR.A.A.F.
machine.He flew a single-engined

planeeveryday for eightdays,and
covered 3550 miles.

'One of his earlier tripswas down
to The

Granites,
a flightof about400

miles.He had no map and had to
dependon the verbalinstructions

of
settlers.'

Mr. Robinsonleavesa wife at
Wyndham,and a son at Guildford

Grammar School.


