F
LATE MB. ROOER WATEINS.

M EMORIAL TABLET UNVEILED
BY COMMISSIONER.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER STATION
MASTER.

A number of railway employees and
residents of Roma gathered at 1hs
Roma railway station om Tuoeaday
morning last to participate in a cere.
mony which was unique in the railway
history of Queensiand, and also a strik.
ing tribute of appreciation of & former
official both by the department and de-
coased's fellow employees. The cers.
mony consisted of the unveiling of o
memorial tablet to Mr. Roger Watkins,
formerly station master at Roms 1920.
1923.

Mr. E. W, Brock sald they had met
that morning to show their reapect to
the late Mr. Roger Watkine, Railway
men had decided to show their appre.
clation of Mr. Watkins by erecting »
memorial tablet. They had subseribed
the required amount, and ssked per.
mission of the Commissioner to ereet
the tablet on the statiom buildings, and
bhe had consented to it beiag erected in
the booking hall. Mr. Davidson had
also kindly consemted to wnveil (he
tablet that morming. Mr. Watkine had
been station master at Roma during
1920.1923, and had always exhibited
those qualities essential to a railway
man, He did his duty to the Depart-
ment and to railway men, snd although
he did mot take a prominent part in
publie affairs was always recognised as
a good citizen.

Mr. J. J. Petford, Acting General
Masager (Tooweomba Division), said
he endorsed the remarks made regard-
ing the esteem in which his old friend
Mr. Watkins had beem held. He had
known Mr. Watkins a good many years
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and a more conscientious officer he had
never met. He had been deeply grieved
to hear of his death in Roma, which
had eaused a decided loas to the Rail-
way Department and to the residensts
of Roma.

Mr. J. W. Davidson (Commissioner
for Railwnys) said that when maked to
give permission for the tablet to b
erected on the Roma statiom buildings,
it was the first request of the kind he
had ever reesived. He had to consider
whether it would be a wise thing te
do, or whether it would not be a better
thing to ereet the memorial tablet on
the grave. The late Roger Waltkins
was one of his olllest friends in the
Railway Department. Any duty ealled
npon to do he did with a smile; he was
aAlways on the spot and ready for the
job. He had carmed the respeet of
railway men with the highvst qualifica-
tions. He had a lovable disposition
which attracted men to him. In their
department they had all sorts—men tf
great abilitiy, and men of poor ability.
Men with charming manvers—and men
they referved to as ‘‘a bit of
barbed wire,’’ the ead whose ambi-
tioh wns to come out on top. Mr. Wat.
kins' manner had been always the same
to evervbody, If they had a lot mors
Roger Watkins in the Railway Depart-
ment it would be better. Railway men
in Queensland compared well with rail-
way men elsewhere—perhaps better,
From what he knew himself they com-
pared exceedingly well with those
elsewhere. He was glad to be with
them to do homor to his memory, H¢
Was sorry he had goume, but all
Ro some time. Perbaps thia
would remind them of his
qualities which they IHH
emulate.
The tablet, which bearg the follow
inseription, was then umveiled
Davidson:—
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