MT. WILLIAM
(By C. W. D'Altrm.\ |
When Major Mitchell discevored thel
Grampians in 1836, he ascendpd ths
highest peak and named it Mount
William, after the thon reigoing mon-
'arch, King William the IV. As {he
month was July, the weather was
wet and cold, apd two of his com-
panions were  permanently injured
through exposurd, having svent 0
miserably cold night upon the sum-

mit, _
The mountain, which is 3330 feet
above sea level, ig situated about the
centre of the Grampian ranrss, Mm:ut',
Zero is 32 miles distant o©on  tha
northern  end, and Mounts  Abrupt
and Sturgeon about 30 miles distant
at the southern extremity, and is
alse the dividine point  whare the ]
Wgter "on' one Sifle runs towartds fthe
Murrav and on the other south to-
wards the sea. To those lovers of
nature who wish +to encounter ad-
ventures, - ~ explore what is practic-
ally unknown resicns, a trip from th,

weir to the summit of Mount Wil-
liam will he found to be strenuvous
enough for the most exacting. From

this point to the Fyvan's erzek may
be followed through primeval {~rests
emd alonz huge goreges, till a tiny
strean may be immd_ trickling from
| beneath some rocks at the foot~ of
| the rreat peak itself. To climb this
'eminence, which has been called’ the

Kine of the Grampians, is o task
not to he lightly undertaken, bhub
those who traverse the nine miles

from the weir, throush country scar-
cel- ever trod by the foot of man,
will pronpunees it to he the crownine
feat of Grampieo albine undertak-
ings. By starting from the Borough
Hut in the early morning, the Bo-
vine and Fvan's creeks jre crossed,
and the weir of the Stawell watar-
works is reached, From this peint
all tracks and puide marks are left
bhehind, and one literally plunges into
the forest and traverses risine .eround
for several psiles. Just when one lbe-
zing to' imagine that tde summit

point., and one that does

must be near at band a preat deep
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must be near at bamd a gpreat deep
valley appears in front, with elant
oliff faces below, and AMeount William
in sublime majesty towerine up on
the further side. A winding kangaroo
track has to e then fpllowed  till
the pottom is reachsd, and upon look-
ing hatk at the heights Trom srhich
we have descended, we find ‘wn have
just passed the famous Cachedral
Rock., Onee more the aseent herine
in zig-zag fashion, and after another
gtrenuous elimb of several miles in
length, we find the summit is close
at kand, this time in reality. A cur-[
ious feature is noticeakle at  this
nof oceur
is that haiore

on the other peals,

reaching the top a srent ledee  of
loose stones is met with. which are
of such a depth that tons of ftress

can be seen  Tjust  perwine throngh.
Two or three other lavers have to
he erosscd over, and each lawver con-
tains smaller stones than the the
preceding ome, Geologists. to whom
I have desceribzd this curions fra-
ture. declare that laree snow drifts
are thz ecaunsp of theses lavers. bt do
not know why the large atones

shou'd bte in the hobttem laver  end
hecome smaller im efach steecadine
layer hiecher up, A cpairm with  the
remains of an »~ld faz staff  in  ite

centre marks the highest neint in'ths

Grampian rtance, and when this  is
reached one pauses in wonder, fesl-
inz awed hy the erandeur of the

geene . hefore or rather henrath him
ag the mountain apnears to literally
hane aver the nlping helow. Streteh-
ing awaw dinte the fertile plainz of
Western Vietoria, outlined Gy  the

faint blue of far-offi mountains. while

on the other side and seewminely be-
neath one's feat are crowded in ei-
mantic confusion, hundreds nf other
ritm-pd Deaks of the GramM™an and
[eTra rancos,

In the spring a erveat varirty of
nature flawers lonm profusely in the
shady gullies or upon ths mountain
slones. As the flora around Mount
William1 received considerable atten-
tion by the well-known hotanist, Mr,
Sullivan, who resided at Moyston.
near the foot of the mountain. it is
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near the foot of the mountain, it is
not surprisine to find one beautiful
'ehrul named Calvcotrix Sullivani af-
| ter that famous colle¢ctor and lover
of native Aowers. (ther well-Enown
varieties such nas Tarytomenes, Gre-
villes, Boronias, and HEpicrias
(heaths) are verv numaearous, while
in thes deeper eullies tall tree farng
and many other varieties of smaller
ferns grow Iuzuriantly. In the sum-
mer time one has 1o 1w verv carnful
when settine through. the nnder-
erowth that a whlack or tieer snake
iz not concealed therein, and a stont
stick is eenerally earried lin casp of
emereancy. Porcunings are QM-
times met with, ~but roon lLurrow
out of sirht at the appnroach of dan-
rer,

The Tourist Department hmes  not
vot attempted tof form anv track up
the Mount William slpnes,  bhut no
doubt when more easily accessible
points have received their dne consi-
Heration, some effort will T2 made
to make this great mountain ...more
easily ascended by tourists. When
that is actemblished there will he
no finer or more intﬂ.rest!inrr trip thamr
the ¢limh to the ton of the mishiy
Mount William.—Stawell ""News."
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