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CALEN TOWNSHIP.

{'ENTRE OF BAPIDLY EXTENDING
CANE AREM

———

WILLIAM PRATT MEMORIAL
CHITROH

l.éss than ten years ago (he [Arge

area of country druined by 831 Helens
Creck  wns very sparaely  inhablied,
A few aelecltora  occupied (melated
portions, the réemainder was a cattle
run. The North Coast raiiway has
entlrely changed the outlook., Thous-
anda of tone of cane mare now Benl
awny annually to the mills, cane
farma are visible on both gides of
the rnilway, nnd nne hesitates to pre-
dict what possibllities are ghead when
(nmeron's ookl vl Harron
Pocket, to the west, and the constal
colntry to the sed, are flly devel-
wifal,

The pioneer of (his new order  of

things wis Mr. Willlnm  Pratt.  He
hiud the vision (o see whal was likely
tev follloow when the country wis ren-
| dered wcecessible by o reilway, aod
being n oman of actlon he secrired a
large freeliold  property  along  (he
oreek and lpag no tima in putting one
hundred  perep under  cans,  Hia
enterprise wns rewarded in the pro-
fitable suhdivisinon of the block. by
snle and leaszo, and hod he livid the
fpvestment would have made himo 4
weilthy man.  His femily, however,
will reap the reward that was denlad
him.

ulem om the northern bhank of tha
ereal, became the rallway centre, and
fromm thin poine & fownship s gradi-
ally growing.  Already sovern] shups
andd publie instiintions are b be seen.
where all the eonvenieness of @
setthement are provided, and what Is
wovare ovegd, a4 frat-close eoad  will
aliorily alford cosy access (oo the
weartern ond o Lhis young auid thriv-
Ine  eenl e,

It s surprising to see e caneflelds
It wre wlrewly dovied aronnd  cost-
ipining o cone supply ther already 's
a faetor 10 he ponsidered o the soc-
cessin] contipnanes of ooy o wore of

thie Todal mills,  while a0 oureary
'moreection confirms (he atatemen®, ofr
sepeated, b within oo few s oard
Ol 2t e Wl e grawts to Lol

dappaly wint wanld have heen a4 gotd-
Freed 't oo few sears ngo. Fortun-
atuly the e of gmall miblla lias gobd
el e preas brought under caoe
nre worving fhe more nseful pnrpose
ol enihons ovising milly to ingererse
ihelp eapacily and oseinlpess. The
(EE R T W inleresting  thme o
take o run (heongh cane eounlry, for
"o oroad and o fleld o oseene af petiv-
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Take o run throngh cane counlry, For

"on oroad and o ekl B seene of aetiv-

ily ia witnesaed thut acty like o tonic
i this peradl of  depraesion pro-
viding alzo foond Tor reflecilon as to
what writld be the prospect il a more
cortain kel for sugnr exisfed nor
the mamufoeture of  by-prodducts
opened up new  soarces  for o the
ahaurption  of  eane, Degpite  the
elonds oo the horleop, Tacmers,
eutiers, and earters exhibit o cheers
figl exterior thankful that o rerurn
to eoch i3 in sight affcr a4 walting
perlod of nearly 12 monihs. In every
paddoel ope mmeets scenes thot are
inre of less anlmaled,

T 1he thnd of folling cane,

Mun hom o fus" Fie Fhivee

Troublowng housewives and emboargo,
Are forgoiten for the time,

The trucks are (ully loaded,
t'ane koives ure fashiog bright,
The welght is up to standard,

The ees, s vight.

The untimely death of Mr. Pratl
wai lovked upon as a great  loss 1o
falen o partiealar, and 1o the whole
af the northern end, whers new
rettlement was  foking place, He
became w representatlve on the Bhira
Conneil, a director of Farleigh mill,
and an adviser (o all pod  sundry,
His kpowledge of growing and miil-
Ing sugar cane was found, and as
he had o cobust falth b the futare of
S Melens, he devoled hig activities
o opening the country wlith rowds
ind cncotraging thode who pridferved
viber wserapation o CAREETOWINE, lu
furn thelr attention fo daivving. With
ithers he explured the country as far
a3 the 'Cennell River for dalrying
land,  Last year when i wuas [e]l the
time had come to erect o church it
Ciden I was suggested that this would
be o permanent and fitting memorial
tiv oime whio had given valuable gervice
e othera.  The suggestion caught
publie imaginatlon, more se when i
bovame associated as a  combined
Presbylerian and Mothodist  move-
ment. A joinl commitiee worked out
atl ihe details, Messrs. W, aod T
M'Infvre, farmers, gave the mmove-
ment g nig push forward hy present-
ing an allotment in & central portion

of the township, and Onoancial help
un B generous =cale  combined 1o
enable tenders to be called. Mr A

M'Donald was entrusted with the
erection of o structure on a plan he
had prepared , and on Saturday
lagt an  altractlive bullding was
formally handed over and dedlcated
to the worship of God. The building
will seat apbouwt 200 people eom-
furtably, which |8 more than adeguoie
for present npeeds and should
meet  the  reaculrements of Calen
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i The official dedication

needs and should
meet  the  regulirements of Calen
fur some yewrs. In the designing Mr.
M'Donald has made full provialon for
the summer months by alluwing plenty
of window space; linilng the roof
with tentesie bullding board I8 &
furiber improvement, as the material
posseses specinl acoustie opnd Insu-
lating properties, The building is
a0, x 23fr. in the main section with
a porch Bfn x T, At the enitrance,
on snch side, lead Hght memorial win-
dows, the giflt of Mr. M'Donald, have
hesn inserted, bearing the inscrip-
tion *“Wm. Pratt Memorial” The
atruclure presents a very atiracive
appearance eminently suited Lo the
purpose to which I will be devoted.
Dedication Cerefiony.
took place
on ‘Saturday aftéernoon, when a con-
gregation estimuted at over 300
people, represenlative of nll parin of
the surrounding district, Including
about €0 from Mackay, assembled at
the church shortly before 4 o'clook.

Addresaing the gothering Mr. N.
Manning, representing the local com-
mittes, sald # wes with sgdness as
well ns  plémsure they assemhbled
that afternoon, sad at the thought
that they had lost o guide and friend
in the person in whose honor the
church had been erected, whose
counsel no one on the creek sought
In vain, and pleased atl the fmct that
they had mede this praciical eoniri-
bution towards the spiritual welfare
of the community. He called upon
Mr. A. M'Donald, the architect and
builder, to hand over the bullding.

In formally handing over the key
of the structure to Rev, R. Bardon,
B.A., minister of Bt. Paul's Preshy-
terinn Church, Mackay, Mr. M'Donald
remarked that he was proud of me
assnclation with the srectlon of the

for presoent

| chureh, and it gave him greater plea-
! sure to have constructed that build-

lug then asny other,

He pad a irl

hute to the worth aod work of the
late Wm. Pralt.

Rev, It. Bardon associnted the Itey,
F. J. Hurrig, of Murkay Methodist
Church, witly his remuarks of apprecia-
tlon al the provision of B pleee of
public worship in Calen, and trusted
It would be a real benefit to tho com
munity. He then handed over 1he
key to Hev., A, Ashoe, Moderator of
the Townsville Preshviery, with n
requeat that he shonld declare  the
building open.

Rev. A. Ashoe reforred briefly (o
the value of a church in the life of &
communlty and the satisfactlon that
war felt in having accomplished this
desirable undertakiog und the exten-
glon of church work ar  Calen, He

added it was also pleasing to record
that In thie wonrle ihesr warea v LAl
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added it was also pleasing to record
that in thie work they were unlied
with their Methodiast brethren. At Lhe
conclugion of his  remarks he
unlocked the doors and the congro-
gation filed into the pews, overcrowd-

ing the structure to such an extent
that oot  even standing room
remuained, Many had to be eontent

with standing room In the porch.

After the opening dewvotions, Rew.
It. Bardon called upon Mrs. 1), Pratt
tu présent a Bible for the Pulpit,

Mre. Pratt spnid she bhod besn re-
quested by Rev., James Gibson, of
Brisbane, to present the Bible, and
she did so wilh plegsure. She also
wishd to thank all those who  had
nesigted towards the erection of the
chureh in memory of her son, and
for their presence that aflernoon.

At a Inter stage WHev., A. Asboo,
while the congregation stood, solemnly

'dedicated the Chureh, and the
tollowing artleles donated for use
during church services, The names

ol the donors appear In brackets: —
Pulpit (Rev. T. Bainbridge), organ
(Mra, W. Doff, Pindl Pindi), forms
(Mr, F. Pratt), chairs (Mr, 1}, Prait),
Bible (Rev, Jamea Gibson, Brisbane),
memarial windows (Mr. A, M'Dongld),
table (Mra, C. Mau}, table-cloth (Mjss
Pratt), lamps (Mesdames Peteraen
and Hobertsom), hymn hooks (Mr,
Dingwall), vase (Mrs. Johnson, col-
lection plates (Mr, N. Manning). ’

The oeeaslonal HEIMON WA
preached by Rev. F. J. Harris, who
in the course of an Inspiring address,
referred to the necesaity for regular
church attendance if they destred to
develop the spirltunl welfare of the
community, as they hoped would be
done. The lessons were read by
He;;rn._ F. {.rinnell and W, M'Dougall.

e service concluded

Benadiction. A

Before depariing for fheir homes
those present were
refreshments kindly and most liber-
allly provided by the committee
The collection at the door amounted
to over £18. Contributions (o the
building fund to date amount to £380,
which leaves only £100 to rulse to
eutirely liguidate the debt on the
church property. Services will now
be regularly conducted alternately
by the Presbhyterlan and Methodist
church representatives, ,The first
regular service was held on Bunday
alternoon, Mr. W. M'Dougall ofclal-
ing. Several baptisms followed this
service,

provided with
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