MA. QELRAE WOOD, J. P/

BOVLIA.

Mo write the history of Mr. Georgs
Wood, formerly Shire Clerk of  the
Counell of the Shire op Boulls, & Lo
practloally wrile the Listory of Boulla.
the littls township (o Whe far west of
Quecnsland and only whoul {20
from the bovder fante of the Norffiern
Terrltory, for ho has completed  his
L years' residence Lhere, and belore

he arrlved thors wos very lile  of
Boolla In oxlstense.
Mr. Wood Funiliarly and  oven af-

fectiomately widely known gy “Woodis™
wig born at Home Farm, Clapton, Nor-
thempionahire. England. his father bo-
ing o enlleman farmer and a breeder
of stud slovk. “"Woodie' same to Aua-
iralia when he was about 24 vears old,
and mads the psssage In g ealling ship
in 74 days which was a falely fast rum
for & salling ship In thoss days. During
the voyage, ag some of the sheep on
board were dylng, he was called upon
by the caplun to shear them, and wae
handed & palr of Yosmen's snipy for
tha job, Fortunately, Woodle had pome
hand shcars In hls box so was able 1o
make g deoent Job of the shearing.

Mr, Wood fotended to go on the land
or to joln hle brother who had Inter-
entg In FJL  The P prolael falling
through he wenl lo  Baroaps Downs,
Vietorla, belonging 40 the Russell fam-
iy, Irlendg of thy Woods one of whom
also tmd an Interest In Portland Downs,
Gueenatand, and he slayed thepe for o
few months, Ong of il pariners  in
Porilund Downg asked him to go there
Ay Juokeroo, bol told him to wolt sl
Mockhampion for g month and take &
number of kanakos oul wesy to  dif-
fepent stalions Ho sald theps  would
be a nan with him who had been to
Purttand, shd he gave Woodis partlou-
tars of ihe frask, the differcnt stages
#nd mileages. Unfortunstely, the man,
on seoount of sore eyes, had to Beave
YWoodle sgon wffer leaving the Dawsan
river, and he had fo iake the kangkes
on alone. He hod hard work o get

them along, and g theres weep noarly a
hundred o the mob, Mre, Wood had no

dght task, Seurvy vroke oot atnor g
the kanskas, snd being a  now shum
Wioodie Jld mot know anyihing about

hioepitals o whers they weve sltuated,
loweyer, someone had lold  him thot
vinegar wug & good thing, and he got
Ihem all pheht ngain exe~pilpg one Whe
wityg loo for gooe and ultimately died
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wiyg loo for gone and ultimately died
on the road. The st of the mob wers
dellvered at Porilend and  ‘Wellshot
stations. ;

Mr. Wood stayed at Porilagd Downs

By overseer for aboul flve years sod

then fook & lob oh Bowes Dowins a8

boss o the wash pool.  Thhe method

then was to dip the  shesp in water
for 4 few minutes and then pat them
il n mweEphg sndu wad t anfrwinos
under the spets when the dirt  would
come put very freely, and  dhe fleces
afiter shearing was as while a8 pos-
gible. At thal time white men could

oot stand the cold, and the  work

Wag generally donpe by OChinese and
blacka, with frequent changes.

Aboul thiz time Mr Wood took 0
parly of kanukag whose term of servioo
had expired back to Rockhamplon. He=
then wanl to Sydney whers he met his
brother who told him he had & llus
of lweed sullings al a very low pries.
Mr. Wood thought there wug monay In
these and he deglded to buy a quantily
and to go hawking. He weni back o
Rockhanmplon, bousht more goods, and
o dray and horses. and  gradoally
worked his way dowards Boulls, He
arrived in Boulla In 1882 e year of
tha “blg comel" ag he desoribes It.
Boulla Lhén eonsisted of the Royal HQ-
tel and o mmaller hiotel with #ie thutoh-
d roof, bul the ventue was a financiaf
lows, About this time he wenl back to
Portland  collscded his dorss; &0
atarted back for Boulia, Mr. Wm. Daly-
rymple, one of the owners of Poriland,
who was In Winton, trawvelled with
Woodle as far as Cork and then on  iw
0ld Angle, now Waronda, On this
trip Mr. Wood brought with him  as
passenger the first single white glrel
1o mrrive o Boulla.

Afler giving up his Inferesty In e
hotel, Woodls slaried breeding horsés-
dnd he dought 4 butcherlng busioess o0
Boulia and kepd It golng for some years,.
Luter he seoured the  mail  conteaet
betweess Winton abd Boulla which  hn
ran for somg yesrs, Droughl conditions.
proevalled towsrds the end op hly gon-
draet amd he had to buy horses lIn Win-
Thia.

he

! gol £699 for rupning the  mail only.

¥For o whils the trip was dono 1o six
doys but afterwards It was altersd
four doys and Woodle had to poy
high as £600 a year In wages to driv-

to
ns

ers and grooms at mall ohanges, Cobb-

and Co. then got the contract and lost

thiMy hesd of horses durlng the flrst.
forlolohi awine 44 dhe deourht. Tha
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ihidty head of horses Juring ihe s

forinight owlng 16 4he drought, Tha

first adrlver for Cobbs was AlL

parofol driver.

Mr. Wood then sontraoted to
thy Iate Clement Wragg, the Govern-
ment Melsorologls, from Boulln 19
Urandangle, Camooweal and on to Clon-
ourpy, O course they travelled hy
buggy, and Woodls tells soms amusing
Inoldents that oeccurred om  the trip.
Mr. Wood aleo rad the TRoydd  Hoted,

i
Boulla, for about a year., He was ap-
poinled Clerk Lo thg old Boullas Div-
Isional Bomrd garly in 1897, and when
that Board wos merged joto Lhe Soulla
Shire Couneil he  continued as Shive
:u““ end held thal positlon fop aboul
43 years, uniil thy 3ist Dacomber,
1031 when he rebiced as he sald  be
was gelling {oo old for Lhe Job, When
dealing with Mr. Woeod's  reslmation
the Chalrman, Cr, Scholefivld, pald =
very hlgh tribuie (o Ar. Wood'y servie

By s Bhire elerk wnid seferred te  the
greal estoem fm whilel he was  held
not only lo the Aopulla  distelet  bul
hroughoul Queenalind, bevalisg evary
Ofs _kNew _anA | frad W omdin®
dne of Mr, Woeod's hobbles Vo

plhotogrephy In which le was fulrly
sucoessful. He pcquired on, of 1he

best oolleoliong of  wborlginal pholo-
graphs In Quesneloul. s serles ol
pholography 'y well kuown throughofy
thy State, mnd even  now he recelves
numerous Pequesls for sopies. Ble Wil-

lam MaoGregor, o former Governo?
of Queensland, when on o visik o
Boulia, compllmented Mr.  Wood of

his fine ecllestlon of aboriginal photo-
graphs and sald 1L was one of ihe best
he had seen.

00 numersiag oecasiong when there
fins been 0o doctor in Boulla Mr., Wood
has been copsultsd on all manner of
allmentz and he has fd 00 hositation
in preserfbing trealment. He hag also
when ooceaslon required assisted at post
mortems and pperalions, dod wes not

top bad at satilng Lroken limdis, e
olaime to have on Infallile cure jor

“haroo ot
Mr., Wood defizhis in “na\r‘:!::"
1

nennlns indied tliose Who know
well arg very careful whin talking 1o
him not to say 'whyt or “howt', be-
cause they know ihal Woodle Wil
have some ridiculoig AOEWET to Eive.

He g an adepl ot card iricks and 18 8
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great lover of rukdl galies.

spends fis tme 0 looking after his
two littla dogs which are alinost &8
well known ag Woodie himself, and in
dabbling In his fuvorite hobbles u:
na
notography and gardaning Hr
i old friends and ha

many visits from
_dellghts [n pecoun
nd Tk the bld soldier, fighfing

o'or fak.
Imi;:ti.::m'.he l'??: July mesl, {h3 Ehira
Council 18 giving o apuaial gocial and
danae 1o Mr. Wond's honor and 10 cele
brate his more ihat 50 years' resls
denee in Boluln, and durlog the fven-
Ing an enlarged photograph of Mr.
Wond hung 0 {he Shire Hall 1% 12 he
unvelled, Efforis are heing made 12
make thig fapetion widely known all
over Qnecuslemd, and it s _nmeu‘t.td
ghepe Wil be & kind of “back 1o nou-
Tia" festivity on the oconslon montlon-

(18

{ing past experiennss
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