3
:
:
3
|

+
1
He

:
!

?

il

is

11 ]
2

il
:

:
i

i
3

{%'i;'
i

i
He

i
i?;i
o
2
il
izl

b

|

:
Y

National Library of Australia

Fe

Western Champion (Barcaldine, QIld. : 1922 - 1937), Saturday 23 December 1933, page 14

EVASTATING BUSHFIRES OF 1918.

A Central-West Holocaust,

—M——

The Willoughby and Saltern Creek
Fires.

Sad and Tragic Deaths of Messrs. Jones, Burgess,
n-:i,mmmmmrn.

A Sad Week,

- T

ofn leat jmmue we reported & Are
whieh traversed & amall portion of
. Mpyfeld, 8 qener of Dunbisas,
aad Owtroyed ¥be whole of the
| perve and » portion of the rece-
. aume, situated en the north side
the town. But the damage wal
with the lose of

foarm wero expressed om lllduli
that an anxiops time was ahead on
Rocohnt of probable Nighining, And
% it turned out. Many fires have
besn causeq by lightaimg within
the past jweek or so. A Lomgreack
visltor meontioned that he and

P — o R | thean  Alslinak
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TIVeT mvnimwnea L LT
others observed  three istinet
flasheq strike Rhe earth In tho
Qirsttion Hf "Whitehfll hrnd thres
volumes of smoke Almuitaneously
ipag up, Yeminding one of shell
fire. Bubsequent reppris alated that

Mr. H. White was burnt out, and |
that a!l the ad;meent chbuntry had

sulfered, Btill, no Joss of 1% wae
roported.

Barly on 'Wednesday miorning gt
We yumored that & serjous gre bad
raging on | Willoughby and
several men were tut oft aud
. The regbris guined in In-
as the morming wore up,
although thers 'was somo ex-
were sub—

#htially 'corpect.
that Mr, Arthur Burgess and Mr,

hethu® Fock had been so badly

burnt thint recovery was hopeless,
snd that Mr. P, J, Thorpe (well-
¢t ¥nojwn locglly as ‘Mick'y and an-
othey whote mame Wwag not them
Wown, but nuw ststed to be Wy

Sudhmiond, oversesr #t Rofluery,
| ——— ST i i

=

Downs, were merjogsly burned,
'‘Phpne messages from Willoughby
confirmed this, wnd Mp, L. L.
Peamson iwent out gn his cap Lo a8
aist gn bringing In the sufforepe.
On the way gut be met My, Thow.
Alexander with Mr. McDougall,
who wepe driving Mbssrs. Burgess
and Hock intyp town, The men were
jmmediately taken to the hosgital
Hpok appeared to be In & particu.
larly bad way; his logs Wore phr |
thlly drawn up sad In lifting him
McDgugall saym the flesh seemed
to sllp away, Hook, who is M6
ymge of age, single, and whose
mothoy residea at “Glenvale,” Too-
woombs, succumbed st §.850 .M.
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woomba, succumbed st 5.50 a.Wa
Burgems was ware cheerful and
| dmvepsed with Memrs. Pearwon
| anq Cazon, and it came 88 g great
| shigld When it wag learned he had
died at 4 &.m. Hd was probably in-
jured Intepnially, Mr. Artbur Per-
cival Burgess, aged 48, single, was
the mon jof My. and M, John
Burgess who had been resident In
| the Cemtra] district from ils eal-
| flest daym, Dut of late they bad
settled down quietly tn Bercaldine..
Mr. Thes Alemnder guve Actg-
Pergt, Regan & brief outline of tie,
mhbap. He said & parly weat out
to extinguish g fire which wat
burning on Bumble and extending
tﬁﬂim.ﬂ-’l 'lll-‘m
or ten fm the party, meluding Mx,
Richmond, of Rpdney Dowas. Af-
ter fighting the fire for some Um®
another fiye was observed some dis.
tance away and Burges, Hook,
Richnspnd and Another whoss
pPame® 'was not them kmown, went
round the fire towsards the new
outbreak, Tt was stated that Bur.
gess and Hook were the only bnes
on hoyssback and they went ahead.
Aftor circling the firs the wind
changed amfl blew the I dyf-
| sotly towards the two men, who
Were riding parallel o & fence.
The Yire wan florce due to the
long dry grass and both men were
overwhelmed . Bubsequently the
men were searched for. Hock was
the first fpund, he was naked, e-
cvepting for his boots, which wes®
burnt and hard: furthey nlong
wod Burgess, alap naked, with the
exception of his boots and & bit of
singlet yound his neck.fle sald he
had dragged off ihe burning gar-
ments pad believed he would have
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ments pad belisved he would have
escaped had not hjs horse lumpen
the fence and fell, thyowing him.
Another man mamed Bargood wa¥
reported miming, The funersls of
Messrs, Burgess and Hock took
place on Wednesdiy afterncon, the
Rev, Father Bucas officlating af
both. Weass were entertmined fob
the mfety of Meanrn. J, V. shan-
non and F. 7. MBichmond, managey
and overseer of Rodney Déwne e
spectively, but on Thuraday after-
moon, In reply fto Inquiries, Mr.
Shennon stated that he and Mr.
Richmond, although they had &
trying time, were lguite mafe MWY.
Richmond, especially, had a very
close call and only escaped with
difticulty from a very tight copner.
Mr. Michmond was with the late
and ook, and gl

El

loped through the fames, and als?
a smgll mob of sheep—aboul §p=
and thut Eot away. My, Bhannon
| was on the other side wf the fire |
| trying to [get sheep away, and he |
18 of opinfjon that Mr Burges
| wpuld have succeeded fn geiting
|“qrulrhlun-ullnhﬂ
|truﬂt, ppoarstly at the mib of
'mmmmhm
| thipwn on to the femce and could
| not pecover belore Lthe Aames Over-
fire travelled so fast that the mel
'had no chance to esmpe. Mr.
| Burgoss was following My, Rich.
mond, byt BMis, Hock, whp WIS
| some dptance behind Burges, had
|mot & chames. The 'whole med of
sheep was burnt where they stoed,
and Mr, Shannon mid that prensed.
Hock's and Bur@ess® horses Wera
mmm.mﬂﬂ-
wma nrectionlly bumt of each, the
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RS —
“m? bumt off each, the
tally |wore almost incinerateq Tisht
off, the says Were burnt off, while
cne's eyes wete blinded. The pobr |
animals could mot pomibly live a
day. X¥ven ihe Bair i the mdlles
on the Moreew’ backa wag burnt..
My, Shannpn endorsed the opin-
jon that the lomses must have been
egooptionally heavy on Saltern. |
and it was not to be wondered at
when thome present saw the mag-
nitude, Intensity, and rapldity nf|
the fire,

The Maltesm Creek Disaster,
Almost overlagping the newe
from Wiklloughby came rephrts of
A disaptor pt Saltern Cpesk, In
which Mr, A. K, Jonm, the
manager of the station, und probahly
others, had loat their lves, while
mveral were supposed fp be burnt
moye jor lem perlously. The [ir:
lnn-tlgw-utnt-tﬂlu,u
the wprth-west and many wore thé
anxlous enquilries made The report
oguriding the death of My, Jones
was contradicted, then ye-mfirged:
it appearm it was ‘phbned st mid-
day that Mr. Jomes was Dadly
burat, but alive, for the purpose of
breaking the news gently ty some-
one {n town, but Bt the same time |
Messys. Moacham & Leylamd were
making a domin, At leagth fhe g
nows could be no longer Wwithbeld.
Barly in the afterncon it was re-
to his severe burns, but happlly
Rumor wes o lymg jade this time; |
still the fire had clsimey another
vietim, It subsequently {ranspired,
(n Harry Knowiton, & comparative
stranger In this distriet and whoe
was supposed to hail feov. Bydney.
Constable Tayler and Dr. Cook and
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Constable Tayler and Dr. Cook and
the DMstrop of the Vietnrin Hoepl-
tal Jeft at about noon. and Intey
available e were prewed into
the service am the flames Were Mp.
idly approaching the woolshed, fed
by 'Whirleys and & breese, Mr. D..
Btiblards drove a party out m his
ear, and yeturned in the evening
for supplies Bor the men, He went
out again and returned during the
night, There hod been showem M
patches which had appareatly put
n dampe; on the fire. Mesmys. J.
and Gordon Neacham and A, A.
Dyer went @o Saltern Creek at
R p.m. with the wooden coffine,
retuminy at 2 a.m, with the
coppies, which were fimst taken 10
the hospital and gubsequently plae-
e in 8t, Peter’'s Church of Hag-
land to awall imterment, The
Ffunemls took place at 11 a.m. on
Thursday, the Rev. W, J. Park
officiating.

The oaps which had gone return-s
ed tp town almfost altogethe, just
after ¢ p.m., and weye drtven 17
‘the hempiial. Subssquently, whe"

| interviswsd, Constable Tagiog ssid
he weot out to Saliegn Opesh
£t aMout woon, Mr, L, N. K
Munre driving the Matron of the
boapital (Mpss Gyeen), Mr. Oagson
and himself. (Upon srriving at

the lpmestead, they were nstruct-

el 10 go to the wpolshed, [ive
milea further gn, The fige from
that distance appeared very llerce,
Bnd |t was noticed the Erams was
very tall; ths weather was threat-
eulng and the wind wag oyclople.
| At the ghed was My. J. R.
| Rugby's ocar, which had taken gut
Dy, Cook and [Phil Grabam, [rom

-
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and [Fhil Grabam, [rom

Matthews,,

tonstable dn the dgrection

Mr. F. E. Hall, the well.known
cay proprielpr, returned to town
from Sultern Creek on Wednesday
night, after having been thege
since the previous day. It appeam
| Mr. Hall was engaged and took
| Mr, Jomes out to @altern Creek
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Mr. Jones out to @altern Creek
on Tuseday. He drove Me. Jones
Aand a party of mem toe No, 11
blore, about six miles from gSaltern
woolshed, and thers huw was In-
otructed to remain. mMY. Jones,
With & party of men, left the
bore at about § p.m . taking ‘with
them u waggonette, plenty of
water, and gmple provisions, Mick
Thoppe, it 8 undemtood, wam drive
ing the vehicle, when It I8 mup-
powed It struck & stump and they
had an accident, 1In Lthe wean-
‘time the fire had Worked pound
them opparently, wedging the men
in & corner, Mr, Jpanes proviously
instructed a couple of men, who
wers with them, to g abead of
the fire and get the sheep awWaY.
About g.46 p.m, {My. Hall be-
came anxloug &nd he coo-ed. H»
was answered by theme 4wo men.
and bn being asked |f they had
pten. Mr. Jones ihay replied that
the last they saw of them they
werd surrounded by Mre. About
11 p.m. they again mid they had
pean  nothine further of Mr.
Jonca. A fire then started to busn
Up on ‘the left and the two men
Teft to Beat [t out, which they Al
by daylight on Wednesday., Mr,
Hall went to tha sation and re.
ported the matter to My Odat-
thews, who (mmediately ormpniv~d
a pearch party and discovered Mr.-
Jonea about 10 a.m. onm Wadnm-
day morning. The Mody of mr.
Jones was fornd lying face down-

_wards. There M"%

l clothea on him, Another man
! Kngwilon was found lying along-

mide Mr. Jones, but allve. He
-i-u to hia rescueys, ‘All  right,
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! said to his rescueys, ‘'All pight,
mates, ' I'll be all right when I get
to the hpspital.’ They lifted him
bp to place him in g car and be
immediately succumbed, This man
waa frightfully burnmed. Nothing
wag left on him; even the naunel
was burnt. All he had on woa the
meckband of his shirt, his helt and
boots. When Ofir, Hall left the
station bn Wednesday night e
maid the fire had msarly reached
the woolshed. Jherd mppeared to
be 30 firea buming om Saltern at
the pne tmes and Incinerated
stock were lying all gver the burat
country, presenting a pityful sight.
There wwre many speculstions o8
to the probabls Josses of mibck on
Baltern, and |t waa authoritatis
wely  wsinted om Thupsday that
theme| Twill agproach 89,000,
Many of the fire-fighters re-
turned th town on Thursday mori-
ing and they | state the fire wah
Tairly well got undey when the
rain started—g mmall but belak
shqwer. The fire had come up to
the yards mear the homestead, and
some good wirk was put in there.
The country south.west of Bar-
waMme gppoared to  be blasing
away on Wednesday night. A
amall gortion of Dunraven was
burmed, but ho loss of stock was
reported '
fRumors were rife bn Thuredad
that five men were miming on
Lelchhardt, but Mr. T. B. Nev.
iTle, the manager, subsequently ad=
vised that all the men had turng
ed up mfely, A fire on Lejchhardt
bursed out some 300 aecres, bt
there valt a very large flre on
Willoughby on Wednesday when @
pood deal of country was swept.
| There was also a terrific fire oo
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| There wns also & tersific fire oo /With the passing of Mr, Thbrpe,
BEwendsle (Wpdney country) ow that made the fifth desth as &
Wednesday night, and it took o vesult of the Balteym Oreek [iPe,
sumber of men- nearly all night be. in afdition to the two deaths at
llm ithe fameés weéré overcome. Willonghby, Tyuly & sad redhrd.

Rodney lost 100 sheep. The [ipe -
having to traverse country pre.

vigusly burat mved Wodney to &

large extent.

It » & strange colneldence that
the Christian name pf three of the
four men who peceived fatal in-
juries in  the fires was Arthyr,
The Chalyman of the Barcaldine
Bhire Counell, on behalf of the
citisens ! Barcaldine, oz ressed
the deop Bympethy of the commun.
ity with the suffereys and thely Mo
Iativen through the diswatrous fires
cn Willoughby und Baltern Creek,
nigre eapecitlly having regard 0
the fatalities and those who were
still saffering from burna,

In the mubsequent issue of “Tha
Western Chamgplon''—Nov, Oth—it
was reported that Harold Gflchrist.
aged 41 years, and Willam Roy
Holmes, aged 17 years, both of
whom had been ssplously burned
in the Baltern OCreex fire, had
guccumbed. The funerals took place
the wame day,k At this time Mr.
Thorpe, who had been in a BIW
Imdithn evey mince his ‘admjesjon
to the Hespital, was doing all right
with every hope of recovery. Ini
the lmsume of Nov. 16th, however, it
#a ‘reported that Mr, Thorpe pamsed
away on the previous Saturda¥
moromg, aftey lingering nearly a
fortnight froms the severe burns he
had susteined. The late Mr,
Thorps wag aged 2§ yeam at the
| thne of hs aeath. e Rev. 3. A.
| Laurie condnected the last sad rites..

(With the pamsing of Mr, Thbrpe,
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