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NEW MASONIC

TEMPLE
CONSECRATION AND DEDICATION

To-morrow will be an historic occa

sion in the history of Freemasonry in

Bowen when the New Masonic Temple
in Gordon Street willl be consecrated

and dedicated’ by a party of District

Grand Lodge officers from Townsville,

Ayr and Home Hill, headed by the

District Grand Master (Bight Wor.

Bro. A. D. Charge).
The Temple itself is a very hand

some addition to the architecture of

our town and no pains or expense have

been spared to make it in every res-,

pect worthy of the Institution it re

presents.

Its completion is the result of-years
of effort on the part of the local

brethren, who have steadily accumu

lated enough money to enable them to

proceed with its erection, and it.will

doubtless remain ns a monument to
I

heir self-sacrifice for many years fo

come.

The history of Kennedy Masonic

Lodge makes rattier interesting rend

ing and is exceptionally rich in tra-'

ditions. It, stands ns No. 11 on the

register of the United Grand Lodge of

Qmieiisland, and has been the sponsor

and mother Lodge for the Charters
Towers, Anderson, Proserpine, Devlin,

and Bowen X.odges during its long
career.

The first meeting was held in Clif

ton’s Buildings on October 17th, 1804,

(70 years ago) with Mr. D. W. Lnmhc

in tlie chair. On January sth, 1805

a J.odge Boom was acquired from Mr.

Wills of Wills Hotel, and there the

first Lodge meetings wore held.

A discussion about a new building

was begun in August 1878, and in Nov

ember 187!) the Lodge shifted into the

building just''vacated, with the late

Wor. Bro. P. W. Myles in the 'chair.

'J’he building
-

cost about £l5O, and
£1(1(1 of this was taken up in £3 deben

tures.

Since then fifty-eight individual

Masters have held the chair, several

having held it twice and one (the late

Wor. Bro. C. T. H. Cheillns) three

times. The oldest Master-at "present

with us is Wor. Bro. .1. E. Kelly, who

was in tlie chair in 1008. Twenty-nine

Secretaries have held office, the most

conspicuous being the late Bight Wor.

Bro. Alex MacKemde, who officiated

for eleven years. Wor. Bro. H. Mack

lin did similar duties for eight years.

lin did similar duties for eight years.

It is a tribute to their faithful efforts

that the history of the Lodge is per

fect, and all minute books are still in

an excellent state of preservation.

In 1022 on the occasion of tlie visit

of the Grand Master M;W. Bro, dims.

Stimuli, K.C., the Lodge had the honour

of entertaining four of their brethren,

whose combined ages at that time tot

alled 320 years,
vise. Bro. W. H. Toms

(84 years), Wor. Bro. I). Miller (SO

years), both of whom were initiates

of the Lodge in ISO!) and 1871 respect

ively. Wor. Bro. F. Hooper (75 years)

and Bt, Wor, Bro. A. MacKenzie (80

years) wily was initiated in Scotland

in 1803.

All these brethren have since passed

away, but the memory particularly of

Bt. Wor, Bro. MacKenzie’s guidance,

strength and example over a period of

more than 40 years still happily re

mains ns an inspiration and example to

all who are Freemasons.

'Thus we pass to the transfer of

this ancient Lodge to a New Temple,
and it. is believed that the foundations

of Masonic structure so well laid by
Ihe brethren who have passed to the

.Grand Lodge above, and the traditions

handed on to the present generation,

will lose none of their lustre as they
are in time passed on to the genera

tions that are to come.


