A NOTABLE PIONEER.

-
HORATIO SPENCER WILLS

Iy KW.H.

The subjeet of this sketcl wa: born on
Uptuler 3, 1911, He waa the posthumous
son of Fdwsrd Spencer Willa, & Syl
ney merchant, some of the mbers ol
(whose family were leading resulenta in
New Bouth Walen i the early purt of the
| Tith  century. Homtio's  oldest  sister
marred Dr. Hedfern (after whom Bediomn
In Evdney was named ), and afterwards Mr,
‘Jdamos Alexander, a London merchant.  An.
other wuter married Major B O Antll, of
darviafield, Micton, New Boath Walos, His
eldest brother, Thomas =, Wills, vwned &
vary  commidirable amount of proporty o
il aliwt Melbourne § wlhepe e romded
#for some timel and in other parts pf Vie
[toria.  Hm  halfsister married Captain
| deshn Marrisin,  the orginal  cwner ol
Swan  Water Biation, Victora. e
img bas chddbond  Horaoe, a8 lie was
grmerally  ealled, wpent  most of  hes
[time whan oot of sehool on the wharves
illﬂmt Syduey, lstening enchanted to the
Ftirring wlocice of the saflormen of all sords
Lamd conditions, and gradually beame im-
| bigedd with am irrepremsible desire {or & s
Maring life.  This, of course, wis strongly
oppesscd by his mother as & guite impos
Il-l.li'lh e, Bat when be was about 15 years
uf mge be ook the law (nto his ows hands
cund polned a sbip bownd for Manila, on
| route for China.  Ilis mother, ob learming
(of the jrfatuated boy's mad ventnre, wod
i grent  distress, whaeh  lurted to the
wtmost gtiel on hearing some weeks niter
that the wessil had heon wricked and all
hands lost.  Horror and sympathy wore
expressed by the communay at the un-
-ljmrh' enid of the ||i¢h-|-runl-r'|1 and land
e Ly, [§ appears that the ship hiwed
| e Blown duriee o violent siorm om Lo
i||1ul o the mumervas coral wlands af ihe
:l'.\:-lﬁr and wmashed (o plces. Homer
| Wills and tws othor men wore washel
| aatiore, bt tie two men owere bolled in
stanily by the stvages who were wasting
{rer diem ot the beach The romantie sty
of lwow Wills  escnpod with lies [de, gl
was in time adopted by Ll sevage ohoel
and tattooed with due cermpuny, and o
Al last, having almost  given up hogw

of mver peiling away, b wim reseaed aftor
two years with grest difficulty by the men
of u ship which had pat in to the =iand
fur water, was told Ly hlmacdl for tha
“Uareeney Lass ' on his peturn Lo Sydney

EETTLING M VEICTORIA,

| Wotwithstanding his 1rying experiences,
| b was not yet cured of b love of alven

ture, and, nothing dounted, o short time
afver hie returm from the wland of “Ugn

tprobmbily in the Marquesss groap) T pivosamed
' Uwhaber" and wae abeent again angops
the South Bes 1etands for more than w veas
(U Diiw retnrn he spent egme Sine 0 i
offien of lus stepfather, who awned the fies

tewspuper in Spdney. Hawever, st the aw

ui 41 he determimed to settle on the land, |
ponid married Mise Elieabeth Wyre, who was
sven more youthful thon bimsell His fired

stutinn was Dures Furea, noar (endage |
Frut sbout 1440 he migrated to fgrt Thallin, |
trmvelling with his famity ard foils aml
herds in Lrue patriarchal fashiun i
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C(MNiness for a vinde, atud senebines
| ham,

EERVELLIRE WILE NIAS LBIIIEEY  RTR Lmke saau
herds in Urde patriarchal fashion (I
eroaaed the Murmay af Albury, where be
fioid to eometrict a rough breidge For ther |

possage. The fres snd open liie b Dvaed Ted |

at wea bad made bim very strong. and able

Cto mevt the diffieuities anil dangers of gio
 peering with un undsonted epemit mnd ano |
Cdomitalde Fnergy

At the same Gime it had
pot lenspnm] s natars] imanity mor ol
termd bis high standord of (e @ any way
e finally setiled on the tirmplans, an
thie vidinity of Mount Aravad, which be s
pamed beennge, like thio Ath, b “rested
thers” Tl homestead. Lexington w wiill
in extatencs, (hough the station baa biein |
considerbily oat up of late ¥rars fur liser
sottipmoent. OF courae, in comemon wilh atl
the carly settlors, Mr Wills had much
trvabole nt first with the natives, whn nata
rally roserteid the cocupmtion of their hunt |
Ing grounds by the whites, Hut be alwnsn
prente] them with fact and Lindnesis and |
it wan the wony of Tage that he should luve
mot hin death at their Lands n the el
e would think nothing, [ gnme  were
senree, of rupning v oa int bullek nmd
havipg it killed for them 1F be found Lhat
they wers spearing him phorp he wivli d
frighten thew b oidimg out Bu Uheaf i
wilth 1 frp'-'lluq-'p'.nrr' i lits Ban] wmil e it
off in thete dirmetion  The mem would o
treat tooa mafe distimee il hurl their spenres
at him, and he used lo ke anueed ot the
ol way in which they would send il
legbvrns amd piccaninnies forward ta poek
their speats up from wnder Hin horse's foit,
kannwing Chat e wokld ner feorrt thvemn. Plat
im tme the blachs eame to regand him ns
their friemd, and one old Julis went s foe
pe tee elnm bim we her Jongedend eon
*Jurmped up white fellow™®  He eould have |
Alles] wolumies with his enesttilern with
Phe Blacke, toosny pothiog of Lhwe ihesoibnts
gangs of hashrangers w i pnfoabed the baash

it Lhase dive '
FHOGCEESEIVE 1IMEAY

Wiide at Lesington My Wills lmparted
polnE YTy fine mer-no sheap (rom =atony
Ha was mler the Hrest Lo it pradieee W
petting femoing meaast dingoes, @8 wlien
the diggings broke  ont, most ol the
shenherds  ran away to  merd  exmbing
weenen.  Till then o good deal of the waork
dome by Uassigned”T sereants, Wi
were, generilly faithial amd Bl morkans,
wany of whom baed very nsd life wlamion
Among Ve many lond vhings Mro Wila
did wan Lo sond “home” for U Teaatly of

| pme of his men. who lod beon sent o
| for what woubd now 1w ennsidered & trvil

offenes.  Aler tost od the Bumpeat ser
vants bk Joit, the groat diffiedlty wis 1o
fel sbephevde, wml Mr, Witls r|::|;||:fu;|'-d
il
An n:rrl.l.ll'lh.-!g e b0 eomerEion
with the Uhinese shopherids s tohl. A& pew
pversecr hid annoyed them mosome way,
aniel une alternoon they (nine of them | were
peen approaching the house, an el bl
gesticilating mob, armed sith shear Bludes
fiawd to poles, veidently with the intention
of rumnaig amed.  Some foree lind to b
used td bramg  thetn to reason, bt uin- |
mwitely they were sootiod, and evontinlly
thetr serviess lspensed wid Wild dogs,
nit rahbite, were thie trouble in thoss days,
and Mr. Wills was Uhe Hret o introdu
strychnine for poisoning tem  The firet
b boitle i which it was imporged w kept
to thm day
Aiter alint eleven o twelve vomrs Mo |
Wills woldd the stution smil hoight an entate |
i Pelle Vueh near Ceelong, pnd while Bwipe )
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|wona 1o Frgland tn sehool

|in ome of the tenta, bot The men would

({om hearing the rres of the others,
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Wilts wold the station snd booght an erfats |
i Helle Vel near Coelong, anl while B |
thern he represeiited South Grant m the |
Logialative Amsenibily,  He was alsn pres
demt ol the ageeultiaral smewty, :m-li WA
veipy plensed one vone ab winiing The gubl
medal for the best whenl crop 1.|u.'. =
riet.  Setwithetanding b many artivibies,
v Tomnd time 1o take his thires younger |
Mis ollest gon
Trim, had gone to Ruply some yoars bafore
He showed sach aptitide for ervket that
e woen Bocame the raptain of the Fagby
Eleven, an honoir alwavs mieh eoveted ey |
all the bevs in the achonl, This was the
famons Tom Wills, “father of Victorian
erichet” whose name will alwnys e
porded with resport and admiration by ail
Towers of priekit.  Duving his aleemoe Mr
Wills l.-qu-d eotrie o the Inegest ane] heest |
manager] eatates in Fatlasd, o oordee to
Tearn Ll lotest fdeas in farming, ard on his |
| poturn bromght oot the pewest machinery
VU Y RLATRE,

Tutdl 1580 he remuined in Geelonz, Plul
about that time Quesnsland began o e
Tnmed ms m “mpuatting' country, amd he
derided to takie up land there. With lus |
yeum] inEtinet for g good silo, (i h]}n”_l‘
haght & fense vl lamal on the Nogon Hiver,
abavil 30 mwiles from Rockbamplon.  He re |
tirmed home o make Areangeenis, |
rnd paid goosibipe o hin fanuly®in Inl.:h]

pnjues nf Mirccess in the new wlventure, and
ng to be wway st long emoogh lu
gt things in good working order, e
took a large party of shepherds sed piagion |
hamdn, meme of whaom with D
yeare wiore nt Lexinmton —two of them had
thelr wives and familiea with them. e met
out with his stock from Seduer,  After
wlhwsit  tem puonthe § oo the posd,
Collindaringn  (the ) wEtlon | was
The Quoevnwland  hlacks  at

seore rery flerce apl I‘thL
and  Mre, Wills wus warned | of  ther
trewscherovs patare, snd he bad made every
preparation for defenee in vase of attock,
Loaided frearms were alwaye stacked rendyr

|
"y

nit cwrry  tham  aboul, I was o
possiihle o ’ﬁl"ﬂp- the Warks  sltogethar
away from the mmp without .pirltn rx:
promas, an ey did not then understan.

Engtinh: but it wan hoped that koimel
Iﬁm'::: ving '!fﬁ;n H l;-ﬂ&
1 ﬁ’ad'l-l » : '
pund*hu iy (et . wlolince Wi
[ w

A

17th Betober, 1871, ahont thres weeks after
the arrival of the party dm‘lhf the after-
noon wiesta a arge nomber of Dlacks stole
on the vamp aod kille. everyone mo it
It s wippassiesd that the incks approached
the camp (5 small numbers, a5 wsial gradu-
wlly mereasngg, aid wiiliout nwakening sus-
picion morronnding each garsan, aml L &
’Tﬂnl kilfing evervoms st the game isstant
Thex had all evilestly been lakeu quite
off their guard. A child was at the door
of & teot pursing her doll, the cook was
by his Gre, the bullockdriver wich his
team, and wo on, Mr, Wills was {otind
g wun hin Lark & few paces  from
hiw tent door,  He had evalontly been
Killedd bw o tremendous hlow as e ran illﬂ'l
N
[ rewalver was foimd Iving uear libm, with
one chambar o acharged Uithor men, erdl
teredd abwat the station, were also killed,
lmnking  minetern Prrsons wm mll 'Iqll'!'f=
lwope boly Lwo parvivors. They had been |
|ehephienling sume valoable s about s
Lpnde from the camp and It was nol M
theor return with the lock at mendown that
| they had wnv inkling of the horrilde svent.
Appallead and territied, one of them jumped
v ME Wille's horse, which was fownd sthld
wed upom the shade of a free memr his
tent, and gulloped to tle wearest statioh
uu1_|| the thrrible news
| Euch woe the tragic end of & very active
ind usefyl [de. Mr. Wills waa u!l]r fi mt
{hi= Heuth, apd was stil] as strong and fall
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Vel wmefyl Qe Mr. Wills wws aiky 566 Al
h:- ifewth, npd was still as srong and (ull

ol the gov of il s in his youth, Cne can
|picture the terrible blow to jos (wmily, '1-
| prived sudidenly wnd in sach Il.lrl‘l'lfi
{eumstancos not only of a devo s ll.l-lul
and fagher, but of one ps gl
wirtle whd g'lrval lerl-uhllhtl. "'.- arid
"party were huried near th® ecne of the
| massacre ol Cullinla-ringo, and  the Lo
'11l1'nnu-'nt lidsis romerves] the spait Ther
igraves will be a Ii.lnir.mrlt in the hﬂtnr.'r
o Auetrnlin, showing nf what enst the Jand

was npened wp o Mro Wills's widow died in
Hieplopg e JIT, e her 81sc vear Tha
lwiieviveng  membiors  of b family  arn
WVem M T A Harrison | ) hhll WAR
T'F"1|-l|'1‘ the Brst wleie r]nl-i hﬁh‘l at
| Aparet: Mrs B Lo Shaw @ Armadata . Mes
T 4 Toge {Hn Ipﬁ]"\j '\‘ilﬁ |{1r]‘|l'hﬁllf;
Tirawn rl’ull.rllz'l AR CENl nrire @
Flwirt Wills { Fust Kew Mr Crilrie Willa
ﬂlr! i feow wisirs ng i e irl-l-'“'l'“'" and
|‘rIrr G, C i'[lrﬂ-ni in England

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article1739870



