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LOREAY, W LEIEFURELCFSHE  BI0  LESEr OB ON=
bone watershed poured into  the
muin stream such a colossal volume
of waler as (0 make |0 [mpossible
for it {0 reach the  sea wilhout
bursiing Its banks over many miles
The river had not been dredeed o
ita present depth or widened, as it
Tian bern sinee. ab minny pointa. The
result was the inundation of the
preater wart of Brisbane.

The Tood ros® o 30 fee] above
Itd  wmual Evel at high tide, Old

Lo Jetorin  Bridge, whicl hod  been
Heroic Vicloria SCgs: which bl bees
fixedl Epans  and  two  openlngs

Queenslanders

crossed by i double swing-span Tor
- Mozt of Quotn, Creelr, Adeélnide,
__MQ._,'J_ __________ Flienbetly, Melbourne, and Stailey

truffir, wis swepl away,
H sreris, wmong many. others,  wero
' By BEACHCOMBER

and on the lower levels of
EN thousand miles
away from the scene
of his hercism a
plague in  Balliol,
fomous college of
Oxford University, commemor-
otes the courage ond self-
sacrifice of Richard Powell
Froncis, who gave his life in
Februory, 1893, during the
of Brishane’s most
devastating flood in the work
of rescuing, ot least, a score
of people.

Hin name [&8 indissolubly
linked with the great schoal,
Brishane Grammar, of which he
wris A moster and an original
pupil.

In Jafuary, 1863, the Brishatie
River had averflowed Its banks and
brousht ruinous losses Lo Brisbane.

That flood was Iolowed by a more
perious one in the opening davs of
February, The course of jhe Brig=
bane Hiver less than 0 miles,
L it is [ed by many streams, ang
those dave was heavily matted
“';!h- . hmuh' prisoned debris
HeTy bm ¥
Emm panked up the wilers 5o Lhat
rogetaway was siow, Added to
this sluggishrese wis & rainfall

guch &3 his npever occurted  sinee.
The mins which fell on or nbout
the wilershed of the Brisbane In

evarly 1883 were more than abnormal
They were phenomenal,

The quollng of zome rainfall
arsocinied with the Pebrunry  Flososd
will enkily {llustrate this peinl, On
Februsiv 1, 1883, for inslance Yan-
dina registered ¥ inches of rain
for the 24 hours

During the [ollowing day Lands-
baroueil reported 15 inches But the
fall which siartled not only QuUedTis-
Innd, but Ausiralln as well, was that
recobded Bl Crohamburst  in the
Blackall Hoange, where 35 inches
(Faled ik OIS
Were e isbered
for the 24 hours
wiiich estabilished
n world’s  record
ralnfall. Ehat. as
far is has en recorded, still stands
Thix eentre in the four doave from
Janimary 31 1o February 3 reported
77 inches and 31 poinis of raln.

Under the stress of puch rains as
these, the tributaries in o the Bris-
bune watershed poured into the

maui i rmdrs sk nomnloosal oalinma
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MNooded

the river banke the watlers spread
out lik# an inlnd sen.  Bo rrful
wins the lifting power of Lthe flood

thiat the gunbost Goyundah and
the AUSN. Co's 2000 top sleamer
Elemang, which had been Llfted
from thelr mooring and deposited
i the Botanle Oardens by the
January food, were washed bock
in the tiver bed by the Februacy
inundint i,

Houses, sheds, trees, heystaeks,
mngd almost everylhing thit would
flopt were borne by Lhe Lorrent Lo-
wiards the sen. One of the widest
diFiribution of waters oocurted In
the Oxley district, which wns under
the MNood for mikes around, This
f=ointed many fumiles tn homes
illt on rising ground or maroaped
them on roof tops or in reea

HIS was the setting for
the herole labours of Dick
Francis. From what we

know of him he would have been
the lust one tn suggest that he
wis plone (n the rescue work (hat
churacterised the disastrous {loods,
We do not know that his schieye-
ments were outatanding in his devo-
tion  through aleeplean days anbd
nights In the worst wealher to the
rencue of & e number of peaple.

Mr. Francls lved with his wife ut
Cotindi o the old bome bullt by
his father, Mr. A M. Francis, PA,
teavelling dully back and forth to
thr HBrisbane Orammar School
Wien the flood walers ross he

launicherd his own small bopl pod
bwdrar Lhe work of resreoes hlanw

prlf he renched
ust in  wme o
gve  them from
being washed
from roof tops in-
o phe rising

wilers

To olbits whist dafger wWus not
urgent he carried food, According
to arcoonts published ot (he tme
thin voung Grommsr School master
mold not have done what he did
suve for the faet thAl )e wWas an
nthiele, a prominent Ruoghy [oot-
balier and cricketer.

Rain fell incessantly and hia
clothes were never dry,

¥er for three dava and nights
wilhoil! ceagitug, so greenl was the
meed of marooned pecple, so lm-

minent the d of muanv, that
ho took his HE bont over the
it watern without stopoi o

slee) or even to rest. smmiching a
bite of food s opportunity offered.

It wux stated thal among those
he rescucd were some of his pupils
from the Grammar Behool, where
hiz popularity, nlready establinhed.
witd enbaneed nnd he becamie the
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his popularity, already establinhed.
win enbaneed and he became the
hero of the coliege. Those whose
recallection of the 1893 floods s
clenr may that there mist be m{ﬂe
Hvigr in the Oxiey district to-day
who owe their lives fo the courage
and devotion to self-imposed duty
0of Diek Francia,

|
His heroism ked (o his death. In
hin, wepgened conditiom a clull]
wiikeh me caught rapialy develosed
Inte preumonia. The bove of the)
Gimmmar Scnool were shocked (o)
hewr of his denll;; which occurred q
about three weeks lwior, on feb-
rusry 4. His funera)] to the Little
family eemelery wl Corindn wai one|
of the larges) et hed been wt-
tended in Belsboiie. Moo wis had|
heen  wilh Digk Proncis s first|
siudenis when Lthe Brisbnne Gram-|
mar was opened in 1860 joined with
I own elass puplls and the re #
mainder of the then school o fol
orw his remalns to their last resi-
Ing plase |
He had not only been 8 soholarly
musster;, but' pn inapration o the
baye In his manly sttributes. for
ulihouiglh he was n gradunle of Ox-|
fard It was In Lthe tougher atmao-
sphere of His native land that uw‘

w (! thumb with
*d o gun shot
at Redcliffe.

charucter wnd  physigue  of  Dick
Frunris md been fortified.

Young @ueendianders of those
days were bred hatdy, and an esrly
hint of Lhe heroje Eunllt_v which
Mek Prancls was to diseloge In the

A wah glven when he was 14

He phartered his thumb with a
gunshol at Reodeliife, where his
father had & properity,  He mide
hin way over L 3 miles to Bris-
bane with his brother (o the home
of Dr. Prentlee, T aver! mortifi-
ention and lockiaw the doctor am-
putated bhis  thumb without @n
unassthetle, IMok Francls thooghs
nathing of that,

Brishane Crammar School will
always owe himm o debt in thal he.
collected and preserved in o little
pablisied work s complets Tecord
of the scholmatic and sporiing mt-
tainments of the historlc school|
[rom 1BGA to 1880, A ocopy of Lhis
vilzable miniature hisiory s pre-
servagd In the Oxley Liboary |

The winner of Lhe firet exhibl-
tion scholprship to Oxfard  Dick|
Francis mede more history for

muland. He was, In fact, the
first Australian o graduate [rom
the famous University, from which
he peturmed with the degree of MA
|

ISITORS to Oxford may
see ut Balliol a plague
which honours him with

ithe following words:—

“In  memory of Hichard Powell
Prancis, the first Australisn
siudent atl Balliol, who, by his un-
selfishness and publiec splrt In
the college. by his work ai tJu-|
eariiest settlement In East Lon-
don, alterwnrds ns a masier
at Brisbane Ormmmar Bchool
wus an influence for posd 60
amny, He matriculated in 1870
angd died in 1893 giving his life
to help others in greay flood
ni Briscane.”

A brilllant student. a great ath-|
lete and an upright and  coursge-|
out man, Mok Prancis, long before
the fmstitytion of the Rhodes
Seholarship, is regurded as the very
Anglo-8axon  tvper Cecill  Rhbodes
Inter hod in mind to help. |
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