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CAIRN AND PLAQUE UNVEILED T0 EXPLORER
' STURT

A HUNDRED YEARS SINCE HIS PARTY
WENT THROUGH GAWLER

An interesting and historical eere |
mony was performed in Gawler on
Haturday afternoon . last when »
cairn and plague were unveiled by
the Mayor (Mr. W. Antwis) on
{'entenary Place (old Market l"l:lll.:1
ment] to commemorate the centen-
ary of Sturt and party in their ::—|
ploratory journey to discover the
conditions of Central Australia,

Tha__Historical Callections Com- !
mittee of the B.A  Geographical
Society were the originators of this
recognition of Sturt and “his party, |
aimilar functions being arranged in'
the towna following his route, The'
Gawler Town Council worthily en-
tered into co-operation and covered
the expense of eairn and plague,

On Baturday the Gawler Town
Band enlivened proceedings at the
gite prior to the ceremony, and the
school teachers had arranged for a
good muster of elildren.  There
wae also good representation of the
general publie, The official guests
ware the Btate Hnnurur—ﬂfnaﬂil
{Mr, Hambidge), President of the
B.A. Geographical Bociety: the Pre-
pident (Capt. Parker, Clerk of Par-
liaments, 8.A.), and the Becretary |
(Mr. Bamerville] of the q_hturi.ul'
Collections Committes; and two Mr.
Lrelands, . also associated with the !
Noviety and native-born of Gawler. !
Mr. Hermann Bischoff alan u!peured:
among the crowd, and a lady whoese
father, Danie! John Adecock, in the '
carly days hnd been su employe ol
The Bunyip, and had be lived would
usve reached 10 years last week,
The Adeock family woere, pionser
gottlers of Bandy Creek.

Moceedings opened with the Na.
tional Anthem. The Mayor gave
wilvome to all visitors amnd  intro-’
duved Mr. Haombidge; then followel
the pddress; and afterwards the
Mueyvor unveiled the memovial; Crd
Bray and Goodger veturned  eivie
thunks; amd the children lrought'
the ceremiony to o close by the sings
ing of the Bong of Australia,

Among the guwits were Hon, B,
J. Rudall, ML, Commissioner ol
Crown Laods; Hon A, J, Melrose,
ML, and Me, L. 8. Duoean, M1,

e Hambides esve nn interesiing
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Mr Hambidge gave nn intevesting
and informative wldress on the tra-
vels of Btort, the following @ving
o fair resime of his remacka:

Sturt was an inspiving leader, anml
althuugh he wus o strict disciplin:
arinn e wns Just and eomalderate
ty hitx men  The story of lus three
caploning expeditions s one of bold
eeisions, fearlessly carmed out in
the faee of danger. hardship and
ihiseonrugement,

Sturt secived o Sydoeey o 1827
prid soon shared o the interest ex-
plorers were taling im the unknown !
country beyond the Blue Mountaips, '
In his first expalition of 1828 he
diseovered that mapy of the rivers
whieh flowed west flowed into the
Pirling, but where did the Darling
wo ? He had 4 belel that Austrslin
held an inland sea, |

A few months loter he made his
intrepid and hazardous boat journey
down  the Murrnmbidges into Lhe
Murray past the junction of  the
Durling aml so down to Lake Alex-
andrina and  #he  Murray  mouth.
This was the mos=t fraifful of Biurt’s
expeditions, aml it war nt this point
that he came forward sa o foundey
of South Australin, His reporg re
voialml the existence of the long
eplendid Murray close to the tegion
already under consideration by en-
thusiasts in Fngland as snitalile for
a new colony, His obeervations sup:
ported those of Captain Collett Bar-
ker ne to the fitness of the eountry
hetween Vineent Gull and the Mur
ray.

In 1838, deciding to make his home
in B.A., he came overland as leader
of a party with 300 head of eattle,

He was early out in the Gawler
distriet and in Beptember 1838 ex
amined the ecountry  northwards
nlomg the Guli Bt. Vincent and the
hille beyend the Parn, disenvering
a berntiful boeat harbour afterwards
known ag Porf Gawler.

It s uot known how many tinies
Sturt visited Gawler during  this
period but it is koown that during
the sliart time that he sccupled the
poEition of Survovor-Geneal he in-
wpeeted specin! siivese in the sur
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.I.m-lul spcinl wiivers in the sur
vovmding dixt=iets, and in Pecember
1998 Mr. amd Mrs, Reid entertaimed
him a:l Governor Gawler on their
return frem the Murray after the
Mimastrons trip durine wihich Teary
Rryan was Tral. )

Now to the last expedition of 18H
ta 1846 duving which Stnt loped
to place a fag ot the centre of the
rntinent and ales te  prove his
theary of an inlamd sea,  Sturt took
ne his assistant James Poole, whao
diedl near the Barrier Ranges: Dr.
Jahin Faeris Browne, who was eloae
I+ aeencinted with Gawler: John
McDouall Btuart, who subsequently

e owmr o mms wmm omEs

miude severil exploring expeditions,
an dreftaman; and Louis Piesse,
Daniel Brock, George Davenport,
Joseph Cowley, HRobert Flood,
Adam Turpin, James Lewis, John
Mack, and Richard Bullivan.  His
equipment  included 11 horses, 30
‘bulocks, provisions for 18 months,
‘nmtl 2000 wheep on the hoof. Sturt
took these supplies, well knowing
that otherwise the party would be
'exposed to the horrors of seurvy.
As it was, he was badly stricken
with the dread disease, and Poole
died of it. Al members of the
party were more or less affected,

The party left Adelaide on Aug
st 10, 188,  The party reached
Gawler on Auguat 13, and were hos:
pitably treated. It is believed they
:I:Illdu the croming at lesdman’s
Paes. Next wmormng (14th) Henry
Calton entertained the men at
Lreakiast ut his hotel, known then
jand officjally until 1848 as Calton’s
Jhotel, The name was altersd to the
(Old Bpot o 1848, Sturt, Browne,
Illlll Poole stayed at Calton's on the
night of the 15th, und many of the
Jocul  people aceompanied them to
Koonunga on ghe following day, to
Lthe home of Captain Bagot,

The party proceeded to the Muor-
ray and followed it up to the con
fluence with the Darling, and then
traversel that stream until about
where Menindee pow  stnmde;  aml
from  there his  troubles  started,
Water supplies were the difficnlties
and in the search for soch Sturt
beenmoe the discoverer of the Barmer
Ranges and Broken Hil

A orevk was found in the Ranges
antd hwre he  established  hos o fist
defiot. He then poshed foewarid 1o
Pupot Glen, whete the parky was
foreml 1o cavnp For nearly § months;
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fisrel 1o carnp For nearly § months;
from there he made hin most north-
ofly pobnt, Fort Grey, situatesl in
the morth-west corner of what is
now New South Walew,  The patty
vemuined Dere till November 1585,
angl from beve Sturt made mupy and
hazardous thrusts to reach his goal
Centrnl Australin, He got to ae far
ie the edge of the Bimpson desert,
bt thronghout all thess wanderings
Ik of water was his trbulation,
Sturt retwrned to Adeluide in Jiane
wary 184 “gnant amilesl,  His e
piunions  wiffersl s imilorly:s  ther
foacea Wididen in unkempt hair, thei
skin burned to the swarthy lie of
Ili1ii1.'w. The horses were like living
shelotone, amd  wun the cattle
ware i1 sbrry plight,  The pnat
singnlar thing of attraction was the
poraineler of  the  cheep Tollowing
the drave Fromm Dabidt, as quietly ol
vegularly e a0 reav-gmaril ol iniantry. |
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