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OPENING GF DARWIN CATHEDRAL,

On Sunday 26th,sugust 1962, ths new

St ,Mary's Star of the Sea War Mamarial
Cathollc Cathedral was o. fficiully
opsned and solemnly blessed,

Blshops and priests from all over Ause-
tralia converged on Darwin for the
ceremonies, It was the proudést dccua-
ion of the Church's history in N r
Australia, The Guthedral soars 1l

from the ground to the tip of the ginnt
cross, ‘It is built to seat 1000,

Unique features are Karel Kupka's famous
painting of the Aboriginal Madomna, =
and the main stalned glass window has
aboriginal motifs, .
The 1den of 4 War Memorial Cathedral
was first roised tropps stationed
in the area in 1942, Japansse Zeros
has strafed the old church repeatedly
with machine gun fire,
Speclal featurés of the Cathedral be=
slds the aboriginal Madonna are the
strikin_ stained glass window,represent=-
ing Our Lady Star of the Sea , the work
3{ Mr,Bustard of Southport,Brisbans,

s tar  has been placed at the top nf
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thw window :{'rpmhich rays radiate
downwards, immendiately under the star

is the rnprﬂaentution of the Madonna and
Child, Then there is the expanse of

SEy through which three secabirds are
flying, mnc underneath a symbolic ree
presentation offthe ssa,with fishes and
waves in blue, Three chruba decorate

the apex of the window, One 1s black to

represent the natlve people ng the congregation , 4Alluvial gpld
panned at Santa Teresa Missioh im Central Hustralia hhas been used to
k’ gild the altar cross and the Sedilia in the sanctuory ore upholstered

with leather. mode up from crocodile skins sent in by hunters from the
Doly River Mission, The memorial character of the bullding 1s reflected
.1n the three stained gloss wipdows donated by .ech of the Australlan
n?wd Services,showing their respective emblams, These were donated by
vicemen stationed in Darwin, The U ited States frmy, Novy and Alr-

e foros olso hove presented a stolned g.'l.'ﬂss panel b#n'ﬂinﬁ the offieclal
seals of aeach serviece, 4 party of imericans €1dw from Cmberra for the
opening cerenonies,

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article255803532



