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OPENING-OP DARWIN CATHEDRAL.

On Sunday26th.august1962,the new
St, Mary'sstar of the Sea War Memorial

CatholicCathedralwas officially-
opened and solemnlyblessed.

Bishopsand priestsfrom all over Aus
traliaconvergedon Darwinfor the
ceremonies.It was the proudestoccas-
ion of the Church'shistoryin North
Australia.The Cathedralsoars 103 ft,
fromthe groundto the tip of the giant
cross.It is builtto seat 1000.

Uniquefeaturesore Karel Kupka'sfamous
paintingof the AboriginalMadonna,

and the main stainedglasswindowhas
aboriginalmotifs.
The idea of a War ManorialCathedral

was first raisedby troppsstationed

in the area in 1942,Japanese Zeros
has strafedthe old churchrepeatedly

with machinegun fire.
Specialfeaturesof the Cathedralbe
side the AboriginalMadonnaore the
strikingstained glass window, represent

ing Our LadyStarof the Sea , the work
of Mr. Bustardof Southport,Brisbane.

Ap starhasbeenplacedat thetopof



Torres News (Thursday Island, Qld. : 1957-2015), Tuesday 28 August 1962, page 9 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article255803532

thw window fromwhichrays radiate
downwards,immendiately under the star
is the

representation

of the Madonnaand
Child,Then thereis the expanseof
sky throughwhich three seabirdsore
flying,and underneatha symbolicre
presentationoffthesea, with fishesand
waves in blue. Three cherubsdecorate

represent the native people on ng the
congregation. Alluvial gold

panned at Santa Teresa Missionin' CentralAustraliahhos been used to
gild the altar cross and the Sedilioin the sanctuaryare

upholstered

with leather, made up from
crocodile skinssent in by hunters from the

Daly River Mission,The memorialcharacterof the buildingis reflected

in the three stained glass windows donated by each of the Australian

armed Services,showing their respective emblems.These were donated by
servicemen stationedin Darwin,The United States Army, Navy and Air-

force also have presented a stainedglass panel bearingthe official

sealsof each
service.

A partyof
Americans

flewfrom
Canberra

for the
opening ceremonies.


