RANDELL MEMORIAL

ROTUNDA AT MANNUM

OPENED BY MR. NEWLAND

THE FIRFT MUREBAY ETEAMBOAT.

MANNTM, Janosry 1.
Mamorial ‘B.muuda
at Maonoam

was  opened

day duripg lunehaon ln-
tecval of the New Ysar sports. Tha
giructure is situsted on the Reereation
Heserve in a central podition angd on
bhank of the river. It @ an im-
ng and ornamenial building, sod be
ballt of iron throughoot will stand
et of time snd weather for muny
o ", The =shape is oo
al,

Ep

& domed roof, enlminating

The conirscior was Mr.

. Dahl, of Manoum, and the eost of

girnctore was £850. This amount was

had loeally, and only a emall por-
the smm remains o be paid.

The opening ceremony wae performed by

Mr. Bimpsom Newlind, who was Intro-

Ihe Randell

SERE

&

it

§
iy

e

dooed by the chairman of the Mannum
Progresa Commiiles (Mr. B2 B von
The chairman in outlining the |
higstory of Lhse movement Lo perpetnite |
the memory of the late Caplain 'Bm|
dell stated that in the fimt placa the|
ides arecting &

the following inscripuon ;—* Memorial to
Captain W. E. Hanoell, first stenm navi-
gusor of the Rivers Murray, Muorrum-
bidges, and Darling. Born Mareh 2nd, !
1624. Died March 4, IS1L"

Mr. Newland said thers was no
| prouder, more bonorsble pams in this

ter part of 1852 Willlam Randall came to
the detsrmination, probably long thought
of, to build a steamer
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of, to build a sieamer and oavigate the
YMurray, tﬁl“ alss to promole 5 coo-
nection with the Enowy River diggings—
o bold idea of an enterprising man.
The timber for the boat was cut at Gurne-
racha and carted by teams to Man.
num.

Om March 85, 1853, the first sleambost
that floated on the River Murray, the
Mary Ann, with Captain W. H. Tan-
dell, owner, kis bhrother Thomss probably
male, and erew, {ook her deparimrs for
the firsi crnise up the Murray, loaded
with aboot 80 tona of cargo. The water

| was Jow, but she made her way s far as

Pen's Heach 20 or 30 miles above the
Horth-West Bend, and stuck. Unable
o proceed farther a return was mads
to Mannum. When tha anmmal rise in
the Murmay eame in Aogust a econd
start was made and the Mary Ann pro-
eeeded in her solitary way, passed Tar
old turning-bark point passed Overland
Oorper, passed (he Darling Junetion
{mow Wentworth), to near the junction
af tha Murrumbidgee, where ths Lady
Augusta and barge Eoreka, with Cap-
tain Cadell, Governor Sir Henry
¥ and ths wvieceregal pariy. over-
ook . After that thers were changes
in the lsading position, but the Lady
Augusia was the more powsrful boat,
and ahs reachsd Bwan Hill two hours
bafors the Mary Ann, The Lady Augusta
procsedad no farther, But tha Mary Ann
want {0 somewhers about whers Echuca
now atood.

Willism Randell was also the fimt to
navigaie the Murrumbidges as far as
Lang Crossing, now the town of Hay.
Bisamers had made a [ew trips on the
River Darling as far ss a point where
the town of Wileannis was now sltuated,
Captain Bandell being anxious to koow
wheilier the Upper Darling was esuiiable
for navigation alaried wi.th a small cargo
on a voyage of n, and reached
a part of the rivar then known ae the
Native Fisheries, 1800 milee from the aca,
Owing to & reef of rock he was unable to
procssd fariher, Capiain Randell was
nnd-mhh]rlhnﬂ.ﬂ.mﬂcﬂurdﬂum-

Darling. After returning from trading
on the rivers Captain Randell entered
public life as 3 member for the district
in which be lived. He was a well
known and popular figure in the Houes
of Assembly, but best known 28 the

| ploneer navigator of the Murray.

That was an opportune time to make
A suggestion. The peopls of Mannum
bad honored the man who in doing eo
much for the country so grestly bene-
fited their town. Would it pol ba a'
graceful act for the poople of Goolwa to
taks the initiative in eimilarly recognis-
ing the eervioes which that other
great navigator (Prancis Cadell) rendere
to the colony and more especially to that
districi? The names of the bosts owned
I.n.d run guceessively by Captain Bandell

were :—Mary Ann, Gemins, Bunyis, Bo-
gan, Nil Dnlprudm Ariol, Corowa,
Waradeary. Boby. Tyro. and Mannnm
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gan, Niu Desperandum, Ariel, Corowa,
Warsigary, Boby, Tyro, and Mannum.
Bir Richard Butler also addressed the

gathering.

Mr. David Bhearer, on hchalf of the
progTess committes, propesed a vols of
thanks to the speakers for their ad.
dresees.  The motion was carded with
seclamation, Bir Richard and Mr. New.
ll;.::mhdﬂ.

rotnnda was oocupisd for tha fArst
time by the Murray Bridge and Man-
;E Brassa Bands, which rendered selae.
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