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The Old Pioneering Days

30.- The White Brothers

of Burrangong

Hundred-:l__’;ar Chain

By WoNGa

R. JAMES WHITI, who origin-

ally came from England to New
South Wales in the year 1812, first
entered upon farming activities, on
the then known reaches of the Haw-
kesbury River, with only a measure
of success,

Finally, in a big flood, he was
swept away with all the products of
his farm, on top of a stack of hay
himself, and was so disgusted with
the result of this venture that on
reaching a bank he turned his back
on the leoeality, and walked down to
Sydney.

For some time then he carried on
a  slpughtering  proposition in  the
little town of Svdney, his yvards hav-
ing a frontage to the track which is
the present CGeorge Strect, and his
residence belng in the present King
Street,

Jumes did not rpeadily accommo-
dute himself to this life in town, and,
itching to commence grazing, he
pack-horsed out in 1826 towards the
Lachlan River, tentatively explored
in 1812 by John Oxley, the Surveyor-
General. Guided by Cobborn, a chief
of one of the Lachlan tribes of abor-
irginals, White decided to make a
venture on thig ecountry with Bur-
rowmunditroy as a centre, and return-
‘ed to Syvdney to complete his ar-
rangements for its occupation.

| Beyond the Edge

[ Thisz country at the Lime was
slightly beyond the nineteen counties
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slightly hevond the nineteen counties
—denominated The Limit of Leoca-
tion—within which pastoral settle-
moent was permitted under the then
primitive regulations controlling land
settlement in the new colony, but the
limit that was soon extended to In-i
clude this, and similar, areas held in|
the meantime under licence from the
Colonial Treasurer,

On returning from Sydney to oc-
cupy thig eountry, James White
adopted the usual custom of taking
withh him, as a peace offering, a cre-
seent-shaped brass plate and neck-
chain, on whiech Cobborn Jackies
name, and title as head of the tribe
were engraved, With the assistance
of Cobborn's men, James soon dis-

covered a more suitable

permanent homestesd ) “ut:le énr A
Creek, known to the blacks ag aénﬁ
rangong, and a five mile track =
soon cut to it. ey

Bush Tragedy

As James was a bachoelg
mained unmarried, he lnafu:nd ;E'
married brother John in 1829 to mh
him, after the latter hual disposed A
some merchandise that, as a bugiy &
venture, he had brought oyt wﬁa
him to Sydney from England J'-'Ih.:
was never quite suited to this peg,
toral work, which he did not E‘l‘!ltlr'
like, and devoted much of hig tim
to the immediate surroundings of th:
homestead, beng particularly gy,
cessful with the fruit, vegetable gapg
flower gardens. He never learh: 19
ride, and 1834, in an attempt to way
to Marengo from Burrangong, he Zot
bushed, and his remuins on bef
discovered disclosed that he h:ﬁ
perished from hunger and exposyp

John’s elder daughter, horn at Byy. .
rangong homestead on May 4, 153
and claimed to be the first whit,
child born in the district, grew
to be a fine bush-woman, lending
very material aid to the menfolg
the working of the station. She firg
married the station overseer, Denpis
Regan, and subsequently Thomag
Musgrave. This lady now lives gt
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Musgrave. This lady now lives g
Auburn, and I8 to-day perhaps the
n.ost outstanding example of a viple
descendant of that staunch, sturdy, -
and self-reliant race of men apg
women who first ventured upon pas.
toral activities in this part of the
Lachlan district,

In 1926, when %6 years of age, M
Sarah Musgrave published her bagk.
let of reminiscences, which is regard
ed as valuable historieal text, and js
rich in incidents of byeone days
John's next daughter muarried Dennjs
Regan's brother William, who man.
ared James White's oulstation, Coop-
aberrima, on the Bland, the property
being subsequently aecquired by Mr
Regan himself. This daugliter digd
recently at Barmedman at the round
old age of 97, being attend«l by ha
elder sister, Mrs. Musgrave, whe,
after this distressing bercavement,
returned in haste, and unaccoms
panied on the long journey to her
Auburn home, to dispense comfort in
the last moments to her own daugh
ter, Mr=., Jones, whose deith so som
followed that of Mrs. Regan.

Ups and Downs

James White suffered many vies.
gitudes in his grazing activities, such
as scab amongst the first flock of
sheep he introduced, and was foreed
to destroy. He also suffered from
droughts, bushfires, periodic ravages
upon his herd by nomadic tribes of
aboriginals, and perhaps somewhat
gseverely from losses of =tock from
his unfenced holding, when the Bur
rangong diggings broke out on his
Lambing Flats in the early sixtie -
and attracted many undesirable ras-
cals, including the lawless Frank
Gardner, who initiated gang-bushs
ranging on this and adjoining gold-
fields.

The primitive homestead that had
satisfied James White's requirements
as a bachelor was materially enlarged
and improved on the arrival of John
-and his wife, and this lady installed
many internal home comforts, make
shift furnishings and domestic con-

veniences that remain in our mem-
mrwbno Aae raldae dwilhatao +n tha 'I'I-"Ihll
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veniences Lhal remaln in our mems
ories as golden tributes to the nobls
qualities of such help-mates as thess
pioneer squatters had, and remind
us of that realistic pen-plcture of
Kenneth Mackay's, where—in his
“Bush Idyl,” he says:—

“And weary with the dull dead rules

of bush,
The squatter came to taste the joys
of home, :
And listening to his gentle lady's

voice,
Call back the ghosts of long for

gotten years." !

From the year 1830 James White's

district attracted many similar pas
toral ploneers, whom I hope to
with in groups at later dates, point-
ing out what circumstances led 0
the conversion of the area, radiating
from Burrangong, from a pri
pastoral country to one of a com
bined grazing, agricultural, and fruit
growing activity.

Nation Builders

These White brothers, and thelr
subsequent pastoral neighbors, &
among the strongest link In
golden chain of development that has
been forged link by link during the
past 106 years to connect up
southern and western parts of the
State.

At the Instance of a descendant
Mr. Fred Regan, well known In
circles, a movement was init
some years ago to perpetuate ot
Young the memory of James e
John White, and recently—during
municipal jubilee celebrations—an-
rimuuaing memorial was unvelled
John's elder daughter, Mrs. o
Musgrave, who—though approac a‘
103 years of age—retains a re
able vigor of mind and body. b

It is well that we should ch =
memories of such great pioneers &%
these and remember alone those -
great qualities of mind and botfﬂfm
vigor they possessed, forgetting

little that should be forgotten.
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