Wee (pop. 65)
Jasper gets
a community

hall

By JOHN WARWICK HAY

You can see it as soon as the valley
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The mvitation 1o the hall
opening was headed:

The people of Wee Jas
per

Then, in smaller print
“request the pleasure of the
covmnpany of S |
attend the Official Opening
of the Wee Jasper Memor-
ial Hall and Recreation
Centre.”

The cameraman with me
came from Kings Cross. He
kepi asking about the hall
and people of Wee
Jasper with professional in-
terest. Everything 1 said
about them seemed cliched
and unconvincing, 1 men-

tioped the people of the
Oyarks and [ noticed he
looked startled because it
undoubledly conjured up a

icliuine harefoot  1o-
aceo chewers, | knew as
soon &8 | said it that it

wasn'l right,
Larger than
life
There were ex-English
farmers like Bill Cathles, of
Cookmundoon, who  has
been a  legend since he

settled there with his family
after the war. There were
men  like Dudley Barber,
president of the Hall Com-
mittee whose family has
been in the area for genera-

tions, The Cuoreys, the
RMiFshalle: thae sitAaciess iha
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tions, The Cuoreys, the
Mitchells: the stories, Lhe
characters., It was impos-
sible 1o define them,

But one thing was certuin,
As strong individualists they
were quickly becoming a
unique group in the Aus-
tralian scene. Il was inevil-
able that if they buill a
Communily Cenlre like the
Hall, it should be done
quickly, without fuss. and
larger than life

Down in the River valley
iself, we drove pasi
Wee Jusper wsingle store
“Anthony Horderns" as lhe
locals call it and on to the
newly-opened Hall with its
rows of visitors' cars parked
with all the individual con-
irariness of the driver, No
peal, deparimental

liness of the Canberra
rker, for this was the
sh — even though it was

-anl}' 40-0dd miles from the

lal city.

_queh
! is Community Cenire,

opened by Colopel Charles
Anderson V.C., M.C ex-
Member for the electorate
of Hume, had been a Long-
felt meed of the Wee Jasper
people in their semi - isola-
tion. Although the popula-
ton of the valley is a dim-
inutive 65 (15 families in
all), they have managed
over a period of five years
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over a period of five years
o raise £5,000 towurds the

cost of it.
This has been done by
Iremendons community

drive; by holding Woolshed
Dances, Sireet Sialls —
and an Annual Rodeo which
many Canberra visitors are
awere of.

The actual construction
cosl of the Hall was £8,101

will bring the cost 10 well
over £9.000,

Property of
Banjo Paterson
Goodradighee Shire
Council, Hall rusiees,
have donated £1,000 10-
werds  consiroction
and it is expected that =
further grant of £1,000 will
be shared equally by the
Department of  Public
Works and the Shire to-
wards liguidating the Hall
debt. Wee Jasper residents
have @ further loan of
£2000 to pay off within
10 years, but on their rec-
ord s far, ils quick repay-
menl 15 a foregone con-
clusion.

The land for the TU' x 45
Hull was given to the people
of Wee Jasper by Mr and

order-!

Mrs G Hewson, now of
ICanberra, This was parl of
their [ormer property of
[(*Coodravale™ and tl'raiclmgﬂd
(ol one stage 1o the poet
Banjo Palcrson and also toa
member of the well-known
Lindeman family.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article105872816

ind it is estimmied that the |

{furnishing and equipment |

cirsts
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The unveiling of the plaque on the new memorial hall. From left, the
president of Goodradigbee Shire, Mr J. L. Hodgkinson, Lieutenant-
Colonel C. Anderson VC, and the mayor of Yass, Mr §. Daobbin.
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