YAMBA MONUMENT

UNVEILING CEREMONY.

A large erowd of people assembled at
Yamba cn Saturdav afternoom to witness
the umreiling of the monument, whieh has
been erected in homor of the huyu who
journeyed to the sceme of battle to de-
fend their homes znd country in the late
war.

The monument is verv imposing, stand-
ing as it does on the corner of the street
adjoining Mr. W. Black’s property, where
‘it may be seen by visitors to the town by
road or boat.

The top of the ecolumu is round,
and the bottem is square, each side bear
ing p marble tablet, on which are in
scribed several mames of the volunteers
from Yamba and the district. A machine
gun is mounted on the base of the monu
ment faeing the street,

The names engraved on the tublets are
as follows:—V, R Baker, R. C. Barber,
W. A. Collins, G. J. Haurriugton, H. C.
Makinson, C. B. 5. Redman., H. Oakes,
W. Pegus, R. Pegus, W. E. Perking, B.
E. Plummer, B. G, Plummer, D. .J, Hav

mond, H. Raymond, J. Reardon, T. Reir-
don_ H_ = “ﬂr"h‘lflll_, L ‘“‘ln“-n
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F. Shﬂwﬂu’]u, C. Unwin, J. Unwin, G. J.
Want, G. Anderson, . Baker, D. Carr,
E. Carr, E. C. Carr, G. Cox, E. C. Law.
. MeDermid, G C. Makinson.

Mr. D. Tulloch was in the chair and
seated with him on the platform was the
nresideat of the Harweod Bhire (Cr. 1.
Parsons). Apologies fcr the absence of
Rev, Father Durkin and Mr. J. R. Smith
wrre [lseeivedy The broceedings were
opened bv the rendering of the National
Aunthem by the Maclean Band, who gave
their serviees free for the oceasion. Af:
ter the band the eompany joined in the
singing of the Nafional Anthem.

The chairman, in opening the funetion,
2aid that they had been successful in
erecting n monument in honor of the
bays who had gone to defend their homes
and ecoumtry in the Great War, ' It must
be considered a credit to a small place
place like Yamba., Thev had not had
nuy lInrge donstions. Evervbody pgava
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auny large donstions. Evervbody pgava
heartily and willingly aeeording to their
means, and it mizht he rconsidered a
Yamha' monument and that was the most
leasing faet of all. The men ecame for-
ward bravelv, and thev fought hravely,
and some of them died bravely, and the |
monument would be an everlasting wme-
mori=l to those who fell. The ladirs of
*he distriet and the mothers stood tovally
to the bova and never lost interest m]urmg
the whole duration of the war. A com
mittce had been formed for the erection
o¢f the momument, nnd two of the com-
nrilteemen stood out above all the others
—Mr. George Holmes and ‘‘Daddie’’ Care,
These two gentlemen worked in a won-
darful _way: nathine_ wae tags, muneh_ faoe)
them to do by way of getting np cater-
tainments or anything in aid of the funds
to pravide comforts for the bovs. Mr.
nnd Mrs. O’'Keeffe nlso worked hard and
they hed to thaenk them also for a good
desl. Ome thing they were eertain cf,
the boys from Australin went a lung
way towards winning the war. The men
sent from Australia seemed to weigh the
‘balanee on the r:ghl- nide,

Cr. Parsons, in thankins the ecommit.

that he was not a stranger to Yamba.
He lLad livad there 30 wears ago, and
was not a'wsere at that tlme that ke would
be here'under the eirecomsianeces which
he waes wnder that day. Continuing, Cr,

Parsons said that thevy had something in
spirvinz—hr4talk cbout—they were really
making footprints on the sands of time

He presamed that there were some there
that day who had lost loved ones at the
|frnnt, and to those he offered his deepest
'symmathy. But it was not as though
we lved without hope—we might all look
forward to the'time when theére would he

The, women of ‘Aunstralin tock a promin.
eut pavt when the war was. on, and he

tee for the imvitation to he present, said*

& veunion-.of thw who had parted here.

4id not know what the men wounld have

done withont their aid and asszistance
Tev wnrted hard. burning the midnight
oil in 'the preparation of comforts for
‘he bovs at the fromt. There was o aor
row in the hearts of many that, if von
Inid the world at their feet thev wonld
not part with it. He thoorht that if »
“rial conld be made, or, if a ecompari
anpn of the wnrk done by the women, it
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son of the work dome by the women. i! |

would eompare more than fnwfnrn;blv with
anvthing else. When the war broke out,
the great qumestion was, how were the
Australian boya goine to stand th~ «truin
of war? But. on the morning of the land:
‘ng at Gallipoli, they showed what they
were made of, Onee thev landed they
never looked back, they did their daote
‘and did i well. Before the war a-lot of
‘nepple never hnaw that there was =ach a
nlzee as Australia. This was onlv one of
the menv ronaments or reminderas that
‘had been erected throughout the werld.
(It had been =aid that we rconld not ron
~entrnle, meither add nor subtract from
the hallowed mounds that are (dotted
abhont the hattlefields, vnder which the
bodier of many of onr men lav. He con
~+ratvlated the peonle of Yamba on the
movement they had made. At the pra

o with dislovalty. 1t was a plessura fa
ha among lovsl people they had there

*hpt dav. He believed that Yamha wops
+nine fo he & verv impoartan! place in
e futare. snd in tire to pome thev
vrld he ghle to Inak hasl on the vl
vork that thev had done that day. To
those wka bad not been ahle ta ro  the

var hr wonld I'ke fo saw that t1:~v shonild
remomber that the liherts which thee
snjoved to-dav vas due to the work done
he thaze who had Twen in the thiek ot
the battle, many of whom eave 1heh
liwes, Tt wa= up *o these ~hn «till lived
fn endeavor to promote the interests of
tba community at large.

Cr. Parsons then performed the nnveil
‘ree erremony, usgine the wards: "' un
veil this monaoment in honor of those whe
Aied and hope that thiz mongment will
Ym- an ineentive to 'hose whe sill live
to live better lives.''

The school children, under the baton
of Mr. Dalby (headmaster), sang *‘Lest
\We Forget.”’

perfurmed the eeremony of dipping the
fas.

Rev, A. Wood said that he was nloasml

taveiling eeremony. Though lLe was
practically a stranoer te rthose present,
[he had bad the privilepa in Queenzlanid
of assisting in farewelling and weleom-
ing home many young men, He would
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sent time many nations were hrneyeomh-

All stood bareheaded wiile the pilot

to be present to join in the important
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ing home many voung men, He would
like to pass nlont a word of sympathy
to those who had fender memories of
those who foll in the war, He praved
that (:ad would sustain them., He eon-
gratulated all those whe were inzrumen
tal in erceting the monument to the
memery  of those who rave their lives
over on vonder shore, These monuments
lold him of nolle men who lived in by
gone dayve—men who had paid the price

Perhaps, after the war had heen forgot

ten, anil the nomes of thnee represented
on the mouument passed awxav, it would
serve to remind us of thoase who fought
in the Great War.

. Rev, L. E. Gray =afd that Le Fell it a
{pleasure 1o ss2oeinte with the peaple of
Yamwlha ou an oeeacinn like this one. Tt
snake will of the lopaity of the peaple,

and  the monument wax 2 memary  af
dutiea  lLaviee heen woll ddone,  This
mangment was omlv one o ths rrpat

e swinighy =tapyl ingother plaees o the

Fmpire in memory of deeds done in the
Creast Wur., It also reminded uns that
when this youngest and untried part of
'the Ewmpire wons put to the test, tlhev
were not found wanting, When ths eall
came, lovalty was very evident. The na-
[tion was not tp Lie fonnd wanting, work
wore  piven  without stint.
They went forth to uphold the prineiples
of liberty, justice and right. We felt
that the memnorial reminded us that these
three were in danger of Leing jeopardised.
innd that we were not as men without
hope., Many of our men who went forth,
went nat to return, and their mortal re-
mainsg lay buried on foreign soil. Im our
Learts these wonld remain eonseerated
sotd, heeapsp they hold the mortal re
mains of those we loved.

The mectine was: soncldad hy the band
plavine ALide With Me."™ and  the
«MibTeen gineine  “f Advanes,  Aunstralia
Fuir.”?, EKefreshments.were handed ronn!
to the company hy the ladivscof ¥amba.'
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