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Dedication Cerem@ny
? «. ?

Bluff Point Memorial Pulpit

ADDRESS BY REV. F. HART

In the presence of a lar^o conjrivg:i

U-m, which iucludwl tviuvseutatioii

from the Goraldtou Municipal Council

and ex -servicemen's organisations. ;U

St- George's Church at Bluff Point on

the of Ni.rth

West Australia (Itight Itev. .1. Frewer)

dedicated tha memorial pulpit 'to th;*

memory of the fallen in World War II

and as a thanksgiving for Victory.'.

To the singing of the hymn 'We L-tv-?

the Place, -J Gwd,' the Bishop, accom

panied by the church wantons (Messrs.

W. .1. Webbar and .1. E. Tribe), entered

the church and proceeded to the sanc

tuary. Evensong was suug to the third

Collect and alter the rendering of the

hymn VO Word ot God Above' His

Lordship led the congregation in :i

i-rayor of remenibrauce, following
which Mt-sdames W. L. Webber and A.

Smith unveiled the beautiful hand

carved pulpit. The dedication cere

mony then proceeded according to :i

service authorised specially for Uhj j

occasion by Bishop Fre-wcr.
v

j

In the course of the occasional s?r

uiou the Hector (Itev. F. Hart) said

tliat there was none in the crowded

church that night who could escape

death, and none could dodge the judg

ment to follow it, by Almighty Gud.

As thyy went through life supported

and encouraged by their own eoniid

encv, they were occasionally prompted

by the sobering thought of death. The

greatest thing of all was the judgment

of God nntl what would lie say to each

cf iheiu. They had gathered that even

ing to remember the men, women and

the children, too, who had gone through

the valley of. doath in «;rder that those

they left behind could be free. It

seemed rather trite to make such a

statement. They hoard it repeatedly,

statement. They hoard it

but iliey could not be reminded too fre

quently that men and woman had given

their lives for rhem. Hut why liaJ

they done so? They gathered each Anzac

Day and on November llrh to listen

to orations on this subject, but still (hey

addressed tlnuuselves the question,

'Why bad these nr.'ii and women inadi*

such sacrifices?' He was certain that

these things would appear to make no

difference to very niauy. They all

asked the question, 'What is wrong

with the world,' but what was the good

of saying this and then doing nothing

about- it. Having asked themselves this

question they might address themselves

am I

doing about these things to put them

right?' They read in their daily papers

many things which appalled them, but

they just left it at that. They heard

the question asked, 'What is Chris

tianity doing about it,' but they seemed

to forget that they were all part of this

Christian structure. For instance,

Christianity in the district was doinq

its best for the Save the Children Fund.

A mere handful of women and children

were working and saving to assist as

far as possible, yet the cynical man

asked, 'What is Christianity doing

about the state of the world?' They

could not get blood from a stone, but

they expected and did receive assist

ance from Christian men and wcuien.

?'We truly honor those who gave

their lives. There is not an exservice

man in this church to-night whose mind

does not go back to someone who gave

his life in the cause of freedom. We

'honor those who returned and those wh*-

spent years in the solitary confinement

of prison camps. We honor all who

fought so that we could hava our free

dom, but that is all we do. We go no

further. AVe do not take the 'torch

from the hand of those who fought and

tell them we will carry ou. No, we

just content ourselves by being grateful.

On Anzac Day we get sentimental about

the things which were 'done for us and

then on the following day we forget all

about it. Win*re is all this' leading us
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about it. Win*re is all this' leading us

to, ami whore are we all going to finish?

We are dulug nothing aluuit the things

which wo really arid truly love. The

man and woman, win, are leading

decent lives, want tu know why there

should b:\ so much sin and wrong in :in

onlighU'nt:«l age. Yon have to ;!(Jji»t

with me that there is souietiiing wrong.

'The HKui who doi\s not honor his

£.ju«t card debts in a club is expelled and

the man who neglects to p*iv his lod'-V

dues is struck off the members list, yel

men who arc duiug what is many folds

worse than t lies'.* things arc received

with open arms by society. I honestly
fee! that wo have failed in our Ural

duty which i.s to fear (Jod and honor

His ComiiiandHicnts. We fail !-?;;«! us-y

(he iivc'rajs1 n:nn and woman is n-;t pre

pared tu worship Almighty (!od. Soiiuj

will tell niv.
I v.crship ijlcd in the v.il

eys.' Hew many people get down --ii

their knees and worship G«k1 iu nature.

I candidly do not believe you. How

many worship -Jod as revealed in the

splendour of xn glorious suuri.se. You

may remark, 'It is a beam,' and leave

it at that. You irrhaps rw«'frisise -Jofl

in these tlihijis. but you ilo u«»t worslii-i

Him. God domiinds worship ami ador

ation: He demands devotion and cv.-ry

thing that it is possible for us to ofTtr

Ilim. Koligioii does not just consist of

finding O-:cl. It is something far greater
I

it is finding tnrousrh God salvation,

which will lead us to eleriKJl life. The

i.-nly waj' we can find Him is by fearing

(iod and obeying his C-iiHinuudiiK»iits.'

He would bclit v-- thar i:n'ii souiriif

righteousness siml fr-H-loiu when they
livwl these things in their lives, -?--!:-

tinued Itev. Hart. Words were empty

tilings in themselves imt he looked to

see men, according to tiielr «N-ijosi]iiiM-

tional beliefs, bt-hi,: faithful U- their

principles and prepared to -k'vot-* t!i-fii:-

selves. to God so that they might. stand

before their fellowmen and profess, 'I

four God ami keep Hi? Command

ments.' Tbr- choice was in their own

hands if they were to honor the sacri

fices made by God 'and by men for their

freedom, for the choice had to be made

freedom, for the choice had to be made

if they' were to avert the threatening

disaster. Blame for what might trans

pire would not ho laid at the feet of the

church, but at tlu? feet of each individual

unless they made their choice in accord

ance With the teachings of Christianity.

The service concluded witli t!i-» sinir

ins: of the hymn, ?'.Topup. wher*1 Vr Tliy

People Meet.'


