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DEDICATION

OF

MEMORIAL GATES

FOUR SHIRES PAY TRIBUTE TO WHITTON |

Sunday last was another Red Letter Day for Whitton when
a large assemblage took part in an impressive ceremony
which wos the culmination of almest two years of effort
and perseverance, ond the result of splendid co-operation by

the people of Whitton and surrounding district.

The func-

tion on Sundaoy lost was the Dedication and Official Openi

of the Whitton Memorial Gates and Children’s Pleyg .
when the opportunity was token by the representatives of |
four Shires—Carrathool, Murrumbidgee, Wade and Leeton

to congratulate the people of Whitton ond the committee |
responsible for bringing to fruition such a worthwhile oc- J

complishment.
C IMPOBING STRUCTURE

The Memorial Gates are an impos-
Ing strueture with two main eslumns
constructed of brickwork upon whirh
are placed the memorial tablets bear-
Ing the names of the Fallen mn the

1914-18 wnd  1939-46 World ‘Wars.
Upnn these eolumns are hung the
lnrge ormamental steel gates. On

¢lither side of the columns is an o--
nomental fence  with brick columns
supporting the steslwork. In the fence
is ploced a plagque worded: —"Whitton
Memorinl Gates anad Playground, offi-
ciplly opened November 11, 1861, by
Mr. J. CHfl," TImmediately in [ront
of the gates and placed In the con-
crele footwny I8 n lamge slgn set In
terraso with red lettering the words
“Whitton  Memorinl Park.” The gates
provide the entrance o the Children's
Plavground and Memorial Park, lo-

cated n the Miain Street of Whitlon,
The gatts were designed by Mr. J.
Currie,  nesistant  engineer of  the

rrnthoosl Shire. The steelwork was
corried out by the Cyclone Waorks, the
hrlekwork was gone by Mr. Jack Tue-
koo, of Leeton, Mr. Trennery of Orif-
fith mades and inscribed the tablets
i the Carrathool Shire carried out

the conprete footpaths end provided | inp the proceedings extended 8 cor-

the flagpole,

The playground equipment ineludes
swings, glant strides, merry-go-round
atni gymnastic outfit
plavground cost over £900.

Al I oelock on Buildey aflérnoot
there was 8 large assemblage in front
of the Memaorlal Gotes when a most
fspiring  ceremony  was preceded by
eloguent addresses befitting the im-
portanee of the cceasion. The Leeton
Distpict Band looking resplendant In
their uniform, brightened up the pro-
cepdings with Lhelr music rendered
under the baton of Bandmaster Mr
Frink Foran.

The audience included s number of
reprosentutive people  from  Leeton,
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The gates and | gaid 1t waa An oocasion that remind-

TP —
Griffith, Darlington Point  and sur-
rounding  districts. Juitlor Red Cross
girls were present selling Red Popples
.l RemembEance.

On the platform were Mr. E. 8mith
iMpster af Ceremondes), Mr. W. B.
Srott, presldent, and Mr. J, CIHT, sec-
yetnry, of Lthe Memorinl Commilttes.
Mr. .. Hogan, president of Whitton
Sub-braneh of RSL., four of the
leadeis who were prominently asso
rinted with the Gymkhana and moner
rotsing offoris, Other members of the
Mrmosinl Committee are Mr. R, 8. M
Taylor lreasurer’, Mrs, W, Thomp-
sitr. Mre J. Painting, Mrs, U, Tallen-
tirt, Mr Bob Black and Mr. D.
Rhades,

Representntives visitors were: Cr. B
Munre (Presidenty, Cr. E. €. L. Kil-
jet, Cr. Parry., of the Carmthool
Shire: ©r, Jack Davies, of Murrum-
hidgee Shire: Cr. W. Arbuckle (Pre-
sidenly, Leeton Shire; and Cr. J. C.
Therne, Wnade Shire, Rev. F, M
Folres (Presbyvierian, of Grifith, an<
Hev. R, L. Kerdel, rector of 8t P=-
ter's, C. of E. Leston.

A film record of the  proceedings
wou taken by Mr, J. McAuliffe, of

U Leetan

sir. B, Smith schalrmany, o oped

dlal weleome. He referred to the *ri

' pute they were paying that afternooci

to the Fallen of Two World Ware ans

cd them that they soould as bhe)
pass-on, leave the place n little bet-
ter fo rthosz Lo foliow,
The Band then played ihe Nolbona!
Anthem, the whole company SUEINgE
Short speeches then followed.

STARTED TN 1950

M1, Wal Scoll, president of the M-
marial Park Cominittee, seid Noverm
ber 11 wos s8t down as Hemembrance
Day, when in silence they remember-
¢ those who gave thewr lves In tho
catse of Democracy and a Free World
The ides of erecting the ij!u!nnrinl
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The ides of erecting the Memorial
Gates and Play Ground was first con-
Deelved in Februmry, 1850, and since
then two gymkhangs had been held
and- £2000 raised. ‘The Cates and
Playground have oeen constructed
with 500 donated by citizens of Whit-
ton, £250 from Carrathool Bhire and
| 250 subsidy from the Government.
The cost sp for was less than E1000
It was hoped lo complele the park
by laying down of lawns and planting
of trees, and a bowling green was also
givisaged. He took the opportunity
of thanking all those associnted with
the ralsing of the funds and the con-
gtructing of the park, and made par-
tieular refygrence to Mr. Jim CLfE,
orgnniser and secretary of their gym-
khanas, who gave so much of his time
Cr, Munro in expressing congratu-
latlons on behalf of the Carrathool
Bhire, said he did not know of a bet-
ter organiser than Mr. CUff. They
all knew that Mr, CUff had recelved
ithe support of the people of Whitton
snd the co-operation of the surround-
Ing district.
|  ¢r. Arbuckle spoke on the signifi-
pance of the Memorial and the ldeal
for which the soldiers fought nnd lald
! down thelr lives, He complimented
Lhe commities on behalf of the peo-
ple of the Leeton Shire.

The hymn "0 God, Our Help,"” wis

| then sung.
Cr, Davies on behalf of Or. Ryan,
President of Murrumbidgee Shire, ex-
pressed greetings and congratulations.
Cr. Thorne apologised for the ab-
senipe of Or. P. Hamilton of Wade
i Bhire, and in so sald how proud
" the people of th were in what

Whitton had done in erecting such o
| fine Memorial to the Pallen Soldlers.
i'rne task of those who have been for-

tunate lo come through the wars was
to see that we of the lving are wor-

thy of those who have died. We
have to serve to the best of our ca-'
pacity. |
- RETURNED BOLDIERS'
PRESIDENT

| Mr. F. Hogon (president), speaking
on  behalf of the members of Lhe
Whitton Returned Soldlers’ League,
thanked the Whitton Park Memorial |
Committes Tor the privilege extended '
to him to be one of the speakers. On
behalf of the League, he thanked t.htl
Carrathool Shire for its eo-speration. |
Speaking in terms of Remembrabcr |
Day, when their thoughts were with
those brave men and women, who
were not with them that day. He
would say they gave their all in a!
cause that could be summed up In
four waords:  Justice, Opportunity,
Strength end Falth. Justice because

they believed in the justice of their

ause; Opportunity because hey saw

the chanee to make thelr country safe
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the chanee to make thelr eountry safe |
and great; Strength az it applled to
their physical and mental make-uo; |
ind Falth in an undying belief in the
future of their great country. [

Continuing Mr. Hogan sald those
four words applied to those who ars
left to carry on the heritage. Justice
meant economic and socinl justloe: in
other wards a “Inir-go™ for all in eco-
namic spheres and eguality of man In
his social outlook. Opportunity should
mean to work to ewn and derlve Zome
spiritual and cultural development.
That apportunity must be open to all
Strength—to be strong in the sense ol
those glorious dead whose death they
commemaorated that day, They must
vealise that thelr frst objective must
be more sons and daughters to popu-
late thix fair land. There must be
greater discipline In their hablts and
thelr  actlons, for  self-dirolpline is
strength, and we needed strength to
adjust our lives to the needs of on
oulnumbered nation.  We must aim
for the complete restoration of family |
life. Finally, the fourth word, “Palth"|
Our national moral must be raised oo
a complete falth o the future of Owm
Country, We must be prepared o
fight and die if need be for the op=-
holding of Christian jdefls. Were not
these the ideals of those whoss names
adorn the Memorial Gates. Those

| Gallant Dead did not fail us. Let

egch remember as he glanced at this
peautiful monument to the brave, that
whal we needed wae an United Aus-
tralla free from jeatousies, with liss
beers and bets ang built on Jystice
Cpportunity, Strengih and a shncere
belie! in the Christian woy of life.
Hymn, "Lead Kindly Light."

DEMICATION SERVYICE |

At this stage the proceedings were
handed over to the Rev, Kerdel to|
conduct the Dedication Ceremony atd |
rellgtous service In connection wlmI
the unvelllng of the Memorial Tah- |
lets. When the draped flags werc |
drawn aside by the Rev, Kerdel, the
following names were feen on the
toblets. |

1914=18: H. Baxter, W. Everitt, G
A Finley, H. Hennessy, A. P. Neweson
H. Warby, J. R. Rhodes.

1839-456: A. J. Cilfton, J. Cotton,. R
Ccotton, J. Elmy, W, Quvel, R. Hinton
1 D, Maskus, J W, Maskus, F. J
Oukroot, J. Painting. D Williams, .7 |
Withers, M. Waugh.

“Last Post” was sounded on lho
bugle by Mr, W, Burnard. :

Then the chairman called for two
minutes’ silence, the singing of "“The !
Recessional” and tRe sounding of the
bugle call “Hevellle,”

OFFICIAL OFPENING OF
MEMORIAL GATES AND
CHILDREN'SE PLAYGROUND

Mr. J. CIUT was invited to perform
the official opening of the Hemur'-nll
Gates and Children's Playground. |
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B AmS UpRAE e v dmaris s
Cates  and Children's Playground.
This was done by untying the colour-

ed streamers and pushing open tha |

gites.

Mr. CHA said he appreciated (h:
honour. Anything he had done fo
assist the people of Whitton and dis-
trict in their desire to erect that me- |
maorial, he eonsidered n privilege and |
duty: A privilege to have had the

opportunity to assist, aned a duty, thot |

they as members of the community
owed to each other.
may be prone to be critical of tha
efforts of others, withoul being In anv
way helpful or constructive,

Continuing, Mr.- CUA  eald that
sometimes It wias sald that the ere--
tion of Memorial OGates served nho use-
ful purpose, because Interest wuned
and the memorial sufMered through
lack of malntenance. However, from
his knowledge of the people of tius
disgrict, b2 knew that such would
not be allowed to happen. OGreat in-
terest hed been taken in ils erection
and he knew the interest In the Me-
morial would continue until they had
a besutiful park beftling the memory
of those for whom the park had been
ereated. When the children pass
through the gates to the Memorial
| Playground, they may perhaps pps:
to think that those men who pald
the supreme sacrifice In fwo world
wars, sacrificed their lives that we
may continue to enjoy the heritage o!
freedom we, at times so unthinkingly
ncoept. As the children grow to man
and womanhood, we hope they will
with pride, take upon themselves the
task of beautifying the surrounds of
this Memorial and maintain them in
s manner worthy of those who Gave
their All

The assemblage then sang “Advane:
g.u:gﬂh Falr,” accompanled by the

As that concluded the ceremony
the chalrman invited the publie to
move towards the gates, whilst the

children raced to the playground, Mr
McAuliffe was active taking fina
shots, to complete the coloured fAlm
that was commenced at the Whitto
Enster Monday Gymkhann snd Pro-

cession, The chairman  announced
uhimt® o~ C i wouedt o
handed by the Memorial Commitiec

tu the people of -“Whitton W be han-
ded down to posterity.

Five life me of the Whitton
Red Cross psked to stand in
front of the gstes, whilst & plcturs
was laken. ‘These ladles were Mis
J. Painting, Mrs. T. Willlams, Mrs. J
Asmus, Mrs. O, de Mamiel and Miss |
A, Thompsan. |

Whilst all this photographing was
taking mplace, the Band coatinued
rendering very e music. Bandmas-
ter Foran and the bandsmen nre to
e complimented on the very nice
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be complimented on the very nice
part they took'in the pfternoon’s pro-
eepdings, certalnly helped witi
the playing, publie to sing the
hymmne and “Advance Australin Pair,”
whilst thelr music prior to and at th:
conclusion of the ceremony was great-
Iy appreciated and added much to the
enjoyableness of  the afternoon
Amongst present was Mr. T.
Mapthall, preaident of the Leeton
Band Board, sz well a5 some members
of the Boanl.

AFTERNOON TEA

With thelr customary hospitality,
the women of Whition put on sfter-
noon tea, which was served to the
multituyde in the Whitton BSchool of
Arts, Cakes that would take prizes in
any show,*were pinced on the iahles
Benutiful chocolate and cream serid-
wich cakes, others aderned with
strawbe-ries and cream: rtich fAllings;
also tasty meat and bread sandwiches
arg hot cuns of ten. This aflernoon
tea was greatly appreciated by one
and all, particularly those who had |
travelled such long distances as from
Marrandera, Leeton, Criffith and Dar-|
lington Point, |
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