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War Memorial
UNVEILED AT RIVERSTONE.

BY MR. R. B. WALKER,M.L.A,

CITIZENS' PATHETIC SPEECHES.

On the afternoonof Saturday the 8th inst.,
althoughthe sultry'heat of the noon -day
hour was far spent its

oppressiveness

still
prevailed, neverthelessa large concourseof
people assembled to witness the unveiling

of the Riverstone and DistrictWar Mem

orial, As the necessarydetailswere being
arrangedto carry out the homageto the
memoryof thosewho but a few shortyears
back had oft frequentedthe site in the flesh,

it seemedas if the SpiritualPower;that
can alone control nature's laws, became

merged in sympathy with the approaching

sacred ceremonyfor the burningsun hid
itselfwithinthe clouds,and in its journey

scorchingrays suffereddefeatin the gentle
but coolingbreezefrom the south.The at

tendancewas exceptionallylarge, people
from every portionof Riverstone and dis

trictbeingpresent.To the strainof the
martial,music of the Riverstone Brass Band

many returned soldiers,under the command
of Lieutenant F. R. Hayward, surrounded

the monument as a guard of honor.

The chairman (Cr. J. J. Pye, J.P.),had
many a sympatheticface turned towards
him whilst presidingfor they keenly felt
for the man who held at this moment a dual
position— the otherbeingthat he too mourn
ed the loss of a dear soldier son. (A visitor

leavingfor Sydneysaid: 'I will never for
get the sight of one possessing such christian

fortitude who, with outstretched trembling

hands, foretoldhis belief of meetinghis
loved one again in a land where happiness

plays through eternity.').

From the remarks of Mr. R. B. Walker,

M.L.A.,it was most apparentthat he felt
he had been deeply honoredin the task
allocatedto him to unveil the memorial.

Then againit was one of the saddesthours
of his parliamentary career, for amongst
his many hearershe would here and there
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discerna heartthat mournedyet he was
bravely endeavoringto stay a strayingtear

of grief.He made referenceto the many
brave men who left the Hawkesbury — of

its boundaries— to fightfor the empirewhilst

it stood in peril.It was somethingindeed

to bo proudof to representan
electorate

from which so many had gone voluntarily

to do battlefor right againstmight.He

was frequently associated in the rejoicings

that followedwhen a brave lad returned

home. One of the sad picturesthat followed

victorywas such as now being witnessed.

Mr. Walkerspokeof His Majestythe King's

wishesin regardto castingasideall worldly

affairson the 11th day of the 11th month

at the 11th hour,with bowedheads, reverent

in thoughtof the
deliverance grantedin

the world'sgreatestwar. Every time he
passed Riverstone'swar memorialit would
causehim to pauseand thinkto the sacred

memoryof her soldiers who fell in action.

Mr. Walker then unveiledthe monument

whichis a fine structure of the best free
stone clean rubbed.It stands eleven feet

eightincheshigh and is five feet square

and consistsof the followingsections:—
Flagstone,

two bases, die, cap and spire,
surrounded by kerbing eight feet square
with mailingof a one bar rope designfixed

into champhored posts eighteeninches high.
The spire carries a tracery hand-carved

pairof crossedrifles,,and the firstbasea
countersunk panel manifesting the words,
'Riverstone and District.' The second base

has a marblepanel let in containing par
ticularsof unveiling. The die has the marble

scroll firmly dowelledon face carryingthe
names of the fallen soldierstogether' with
inscription.

It stands in the most central

site of Riverstone, namely, immediately op
posite the railwaystationexit and facing

the main public thoroughfare.
It is intended

by the committeeto erecta suitablefence
and the enclosurewill be laid out as a lawn

The monumentwas designedand erected

by Mr. George Cook, managerof the Wind
sor branchof Messrs.E. L. Kingsleyand
Co.'s monumental works. Mr. Cook also

carved the crossedrifles on the spire of the
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monument.

On the monument being unveiled it dis
- closed the following lettering: —

To the memory of the Illustrious

Dead of Riverstone and District

who fell in the Great World

War, 1914-1918.

J. SYMONDS.

A. SHOWERS.

A. MASON.

H. SCHOFIELD.

E. S. MATHEWS.

A. R. PYE.

J. BOBBINS.

W. MORRIS.

R. RANKINE.

R. L. WILSON.

O. C. FORSSBERG.

J. CARTER.

N. WILSON.

C. H. WELLS.

A. DAVIES.

R. LAMBERT.

W. E. SMITH.

A. R. SAUNDERCOCK.

C. CLOUT.

B. J. S. HARDING, M.M.

A. J. OUVRIER.

E. SCHOFIELD.

Then came the soldiers elegy to fallen
comrades— The Last Post. It causedthe

guardof honorto standrigidat attention

for they had oft heardit beforeon the
war flungline of the old world.The mother
interpreted

it as a tokenof sympathyfor
her son who had left her with such a brave

smilethe day he embarked,alas neverto
return.The wife broke down, her heavy
loadof griefwas far too greatto carry.A
father thought,of the vacantchairat home,
and the sistercouldbut thinkenviouslyof

The sweetheart, too, recalledhappy days
spent 'roamingm the gloaming,' and many
a one sighed for the voiceof a friend now,
restingin the 'Great Beyond.' Bravely,

theycame,one by one,to lay a wreathas
a token of lovingmemoryfor their dead.

Colonel J. J. Paine,V.D.,said he had been
much affectedby the sad events occurring
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much affectedby the sad events occurring

that afternoon, and though sorrow reigned

he feltit was a sacreddutyto be present

and pay his respectsto fallen comrades.

He thoughtit was a fittingmemorial,and
lest we shouldforgetit was situatedin a
well-chosen

site to remindus of the debt
we owe to thosewho had made the supreme

sacrifice on our behalf.

the most activewar workersof the Black
town Shire, made fittingreferenceto River
stone's fallen heroes, concluding with an
earnest exhortationthat should misfortune

frownupon a returnedsoldierto standby
him as

faithfully

as he had done towards

us in the darkdreary daysof war.
Cr. Lalor said that he readily accepted the

invitation to be presentthat afternoonfor
he was anxiousto pay his respectsto those

who fell in action.He affirmedthat River
stoneand districthad noblyplayedits part
in the recent world'sgreatesttragedy.The
war memorial unveiledthat afternoonwould
remind,men of to-dayand futureyearsof
thosewho gave theirlives'to enablethe
living to continueto enjoy the principles

and freedom of the British flag.
Lieut.Haywardspoke of gloriousdeeds

he had witnessedenactedby men of the
A.I.F. He had seen men physically worn
out with days of steadfastbattle,hurried

to anotherportionof the line,and thento
a man

courageously

enter the zone yet
again.He citedone instanceof a

battalion

numerically strongbeing reduced to sixty
odd. Those who lacked the experience he
affirmedcould never value the valor dis
played or the sacrifices made.
Aid. H. R. Reid,foremost in

Riverstone's

welcomeshome to returnedmen and local
patrioticwork,was likewisefull of gratitude

to the memoryof the namesthat adorned

their war memorial.They would cherish

that memorialbecause it manifested the
lads who wouldnot returnto home,sweet
home. He sympathised deeply with those
who mournedthe loss of husband,son or
brother.They had indeed sustaineda sad
loss*,but he knewthatas it was ordained

that it shouldso be they were proudthat
their loved one died for love of country.

In regardto thosewho had been given
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the privilegeto return,he knew that should

theyin ' the futureneedthe helpinghand,
Riverstone would readily respond.

One could but admirethe Christian mod-
esty of CadetMorgan(a returnedman),re-
presentingthe Windsor SalvationArmy.
The grand truth of the scriptures that
'greaterlovehathno man thanto lay down
his life for another'had been richlyun
foldedto him whilstaway with the lads,
and now whilst participatingin their en
deavorto honor the fallenyet again was

he remindedof that holy text. On behalf

of tho SalvationArmy he sympathised with
thos'e who mourned for a loved one.

Mr. A. W. Setchell, one of
Riverstone's

recent returned soldiers,was most cordially

encouraged when he mounted, the platform

to proposea vote of thanksto -Mr. R. B.

Walker,M.L.A.,the chairman,the guard of
honor,' Bugler Mullinger, the Riverstone

Brass Band, visitors, subscribersand friends
for their assistance in the sacred proceed

ings of memoryto those brave lads who

lie out yonder.Mr. Setchellhas just re

sumed pastoralduties in connection with the

local Church of England.In the empire's

darkestdays, clericalgarb was laid aside
and he donned the khaki uniform.Whilst

waitingin Blightyto proceedto the fighting

line the armisticewas announced. He re

joicedwhen the signalfor peace fell but
must admit he felt a bit unhappythat he

had not been sent in an earlier draftfor he
wanted to have a go with the foe of such
despoticmood. Any rate he was a richer

man spirituallyfor he had learntof the
sterlingworth of the 'digger.'

Duringthe proceedings Mr. H. L. Lawson,

on behalf of his committee, announcedthe
following apologiesfor non attendance: His
Excellency Sir Walter Davidson— an engage

ment alreadyacceptedfor that day debarred

his attendance. His Excellency wrote stat-

ing he was deeply interested
in the River

atone and districtwar memorialand trusted

the
snivelling

wouldbe such as the event
merited. The Colonial Treasurer, the Hon.

J. C. L.
Fitzpatrick, M.L.A.,who much re

grettedthat he wouldbe out of the State
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that day. His Worshipthe Mayorof Wind
sor (Aid,J. W. Ross)had writtenthat he
too had found it was impossible for him
to attend.The Rev. W. J. Robertsand the

Rev.G. A. Hill,M.A.,wouldhavebeenpre
sent but clericalwork appertaining to their
respectivechurcheswas alone responsible

for their absence.The committeehad ex

pected the assistance of their mutual friend

the Rev. B. McDonnelland thereuponMr.
Walker tenderedan apology.The rev. gen
tleman,it was

ascertained,
at the last

momenthad to foregothe visit owing to
other duties.

At a later stage Mr. Lawson, again on
behalf of the war memorialcommittee, ten
dered their deepestsympathyto those who
mourned.They sincerely trusted that the
Divine Father,to whom they were taught

to look in their troubloustimes, would
sustainthem in the irreparrable loss they

had been calledupon to bear.He narrated

a prettylegendof an angelwritingin a
book of gold who was askedto writedown
the name of one who lovedhis fellowman.

The angel wrote and vanished.The next
night it appearedwith a great awakened

lightand read the namesof thosewhom
God had blest, and lo-be-hold this man's
name led all the rest. When the skyline

of nationalsafety was envelopedwith dark

angrywar cloudsmany so lovedtheirfellow
men that they went forth to do battle,

suffereda hell of shot and shell,and fell.
He was convincedand would carry this be-

lief to the grave that the sentiments ex
pressedin the legend had been recorded

likewisefor the illustrious! dead of River

stone and district.

The band playedthe National Anthemand
thus the proceedings relativeto the unveil

ing terminated. ,


