RAYMOND TERRACE.
CuNSECRATION ©oF ST, JoHNT ClURelL

Thursday last will be a day lug té be re-
membered by the ivhabitanta of his distriet, |
s seeing the completion of s worklong necessi-
tated, sud which, from what wo suuld glean,
wust bave been for some time s watier of
wuxiety to very many there residint, namely
the cousecration of the vew clurdi, which is
dedicated o St Jobn the Evavgelist. At an
entrly bour in the moruivg visitors rom farand
uear kept arriviog in large numbes from the
surrcunding neighborhood. Newestle, Mait-
land, (East and West), Morpetly, and the
Patterson, cootributed sueir visitorson the oe-
casion, and judgiog by the happy fices assem-
bled it must have beeu o time of wuwh juterest
sud rejuiciog, and eviueed that Loogh the
cares of this world Lave their clujom, yet that
our friends are far from ipseasible o bigher,
bulier, and better oljects. The Chireh itself
is situnted on an elevated site at the sear of the
parsonage, on lsud formerly belangisg to Mr.
Uafferay, ([rom whom it was purchasd for the
tlurpm. Lt is built from desigas of Kdaund

lacket!, Esq., of Bydney, and is deszrviog of
much admirstion, Loth from the siuplicity
aud besuty of its architecture, which is that
of Nurmau or early Euglish, sud [rom the per-
feot completeness of its interoal arrangements.
The extreme lepgth of the edifice is seveuty-
eight feet from cast to west, by a bradth of
thirty, feet from worth to south. Tis npws.
pulpis, aud altar-rails are cedar, and of gotlic
design. The covering for the commun on table
is & cloth of purple aud gold, embroidered with
the sacred monogram, sud whieh we bolieve
wad the gift aud work of the ladies of Lhe parish.
We also noticed an exceedingly bundsome silver
communivou sorvice, which, us is customary,
was used vn this cocwion. A beautiful stone
funt, exquisitely earved stavds vear the wostern
door. At the hour sppuinted for diviue ser-
vice, the church wus threuged witha vory lar
congregation. At eloven o'clock the ight
Revereud the Lord Bisbup of the Divcese, ue-
companied by the Rev. Alfred Gleopie, aud the
Rev. James lilackwood, acting us nhiaplaius to
Hia Lordship on this vecasiou, arrived as the
western door of the ehurch, and was receoived
by the Rev. John Bloomteld, the Insumbent
of the parish, n large number of other clure A
A. Wyndyer, E-q , Acting Chaocellur, and W.
Keene, Krq., Aciing liegistrar. Mr. Keene
then sdvenced, and with the usual [ormalities
proceeded to read the petitiva or f'rlpr for the
cunseoration of the edifice. Uis Lordship
graciously acoeding to the request, proeecde
alone the nava of the charch. folluwed by the
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ETACIOUSLY RCONUIOE U LUE O UAT, PrUceUucs
alung the nave of tho charch, followed by the
Chancellor, Rogistrar, nud Clergy, reciting al-
teroately the verses of the Z4ili sal, com-
menciog, *‘ The earth is the Lord's and all that
therein is, the compuss of the world, sud they
that dwell therein.” The procession us it wd-
vanced to the altar must have etruck every ub-
servant wind with feelings of revereuce wud
polemuity. The Mislhvp aod biv cbaplaius
took their places within the rale, the
other clergy sud clancellor oceupied seats
within the chancel, with the excepuon of the
Heverend J. Bloomfield, why took Lis pluce in
the reading desk. At this momett the scene
was one that we shull nut easily furgoet, sud wus
well ealcaluted Lo iwpress the most inditfercut
spectator with admiration for this moss beanti-
ful ceromony of the Avglivan Clhurch.  Tue
Wichap "wrétug ik Yus cwovesnny Lovunnndo
presented (o bun, proceeded with the service as
sppointed, and which evmmenced with fervent
supplioations to the Thruve of Gruce for all why
may bereafier partake of the Sacrament of
the Church, or who way participat: in its or-
dinances, and which were enrvcstly respunded
to by all present. The Chuncellor nomt rend
the rentence of consceration, which duewmmment
bis Lordship signed aod delivered to the
tupinIL of the Registrar, commaudiog it
with potition and other iustrumenls to
be registered among the munimunta of bis office,
and after another prayer, the Rev.J Bloomteld,
the Iocumbent, prooceded with the morning
service anoppointed. The first lessou was read
by the Rev. W. Stack, M.A,, of St. Mary's,
Ialmaiv, who, although of suvother diocese,
courteous!y wocepted the iuvitation be bad re-
ouived to take part in the proceedings. The
socond lesson waa read by the Mev. R. Chup-
man, of 8t. Mary's, West Maitland. 'Tue
epistle aud gospel was reud by the Hev. the

haplains. At the end of the morniog prayer
the gl‘ll, fifub, sixth, aod eighth verses of the
84th

linlm, was sung hy the choir, aud most
exquisitely rendered. And here wo would take
the opportunity of remarking that both the
vocal and instrumental portion of the service
wap veryfbenntiful. Mrs. Btrees, who presided
at the harmonium, did so with akill aud effeet.
Afier the communion service had been pro-
geeded with as far sa the Nicvene creed, the
Hishop asoended the pulpit, sud announcing us
his text the fourth aud two following verses uf
Si. Pauls fourth ohapter to the Kplicsisns,
proceeded to deliver s very eluquent and ap-

ropriate sermon, in which be remarked that
5-3 must prove an occasion of deep joy and
sinoere thankful feeling in many hearts, as
seeing the completiou of a great and good work
in which they had for so lung and anziously
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in which they had for so Tung and snxiously
boen’intorested. e loped that ITouse would

rove s bonefit not only to all then sssembled,

ut tn their children and obildren's children.
Some no donbt bad given largely, othera had
given what they could, still all eonld partici-
pate equally togother in the biessed privileges
of ths Christivn Dispensstion ; and the pre-
sance there that £; of so many ministors and

otbers from a disfance shewed that aaChristiane
they rejoioed with® those that did rejoice. Iu
some respects, however, membera of their own
community were at times almost inclined 1o
shew too great nn amouut of exclusiveness, but
this should not be. After alluding to the cx-
 tendiog influsuce of the Chriatisn church, and
whieh shonld continue to extend in iufluence,
till, necording 1o the word of promise, "' The
knowledge of var Lord sbolld cover tho carth
as the waters cover tho #wa." —and the great
beauty uf tha Christian religion, shewing too
the appropristouess of the similitude of CLriat's
Chureb to s body, whioch, though_cousisting of
varisus members, were, govertheless, depend-
ent on esch other for mutual eomfori and
amsistance The Right Rev. Prelate coneluded
hy affectiouately ufging upon all tho duty and
privilege of a right usm of the ceremonios
of therr ohurch, but not 40 take delight iu the
mouns as if they themaolves were the eud sought
to be ubtained, but to worship iu spirit and in
truth, thus they might grow in grace, aud thus
becomo under Uod's merey moot partakers of
the inheritance-of the saiuts iu Light, to which
inheritance might they all bave abundant en-
| trance administered to them for His pame snd
' merey sake."’

At the conelusien of tle sermon the Bislop
read the remainder of the communion serviee,
during which the collection was made, smuunt-
ing to £12 L0

The Bacrameat was then admivistered to s
 Inrge pumber)of communicants, and the Bishop
| having provounced the bemediction, the nan-
gregation scparated a little aiter two o'clock.

A large oumber of clergy were present,
smong whom we uvoticed the Revercuds .
SBack, of Balmain: A, Glenuie, Brishane
Water ; IL. Chapman, 8t. Mary's, West Mait-
land ; James Blackwood, Singleton ; J. R
Thackeray, 8:. Paul's, West Maicland ; A-
8im, of Elrwd; Mr. Adame, of Patterson;
aud Mr. Wright, of Eust Maitland ; snd vum-
bers of thoe resident aud neigbbouring geutry.

At the eonclusion of the Chureh serviee, the
Reverend the lucumbeut of the parh, My,
Bloomfield, provided at his parsonage an ex-
eoediogly elogaut avd sumptuvus collation,
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ceedingly tl‘ngll.ll. aud mmf-luul.u :ullniiun,
including every delicacy that the musk fas:
tidious evuld desire, uud 10 which & very nu-
merous sesemblage did smple justice, and “we |
thivk we shuuld wot be exaggersting in sayivg
that to it all bis pariskicuers had been invited |
Never were hosts wore courteously or hospi-
tably sttentive to the wants of their guests |
thay were Me. and Mre. Bloowficld ou this

veeasion, and seldom bad guests wore reason to |
And anp of tha most, ril-!liiﬂ__l;|

ha  wurialiod

feutures in this part of the day's procecdings
was the cordial and kiod fecling that scemed
to be so thoroughly reciproeated between the
minister and lils parishioners.  lang ma

such 8 feeling continue, and may this day's
work, that we have eadeavoured »o imperfectly
to commemnrate, be but the beginuiug of a

bright wd Lappy future to him apd them.

We must not forget to mention, that the
chureli, which is of stone prooursed from ad-
jaeent quarcics, was built at a eost of powe !
L1500, the whole of which is defrayed, in the
lirst insbynce, by the Iiishop; but the parish
is unly to® ba eharged with two-thirds of that |
amonnt, namely L1000, his Lorlhip gooer- |
ously defrayiug the remainder. Whi's allud-
iug to this act of liberality, we eannot forboar
mentiogiug anothoer of grest importanea o the
whole Bf 1his commuuity, and whioh is, per- |
haps, vot generally koown, pamely, that bis '
Lordship, with the assistunce of Lis I.'umilj'.!
have themselees endowed the bishoprie of this
diocese ; #0 that, however Goverviment may
care for this, the futare Bishups of Newcastle
will always be provided for,

This eoncludes our report of a duy's pro-
ceedings that will furm a soures of plessaut
recollection to us for a long time to come, ne
doubtlesasit will to all otbers who either wit-
nessed themn, or tuok part therein.
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