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NOWRA SHOW PAVILION.

Laying the Foundation-Stone. ‘

The foundation-stona of the new shmr‘
pavilion being erected for the Shoalhaven
Agnonltural Society was laid on Wednesday
afternoon last by Mr M. F. Morton, member
for the district, in the preseuce of an assem-
blage numbering some 600 or 700 persons,
ineluding most of thosa who had taken an
getive interest in the movement to provide a
now and improvad exhibition building. The
event was made the occasion of a basket
picnic and sports. About the time of the
caremony, aslight thunderstorm passad over,
marring to some extent the success of the
demonstration. The foundation-stone was
surmounted with bunting, the flags being
lent for the oceasion by Captain Bishop, of
the Crockhaven pilot station,

Mr John Monaghan, J.P., President of
the Society, 1n opening the official part of
the programme, eaid they were met to wit-
ness the pleasing ceremony of layiog the
foundation-stone of the new pavilion. This
was a necessary work, long contemplateN,
but the committes had to defer making a
start owing to having to raise the money to
carry out the work. They had succeeded so
far in finding the funds as to justify them in
commannng tha work in earneat. Thare was
nothing now to prevent the work being car-
ried out with despateh, so that at the next
show they wonld have & commodious new
pavilion—a buil ling that would be a eredit
to the society and an ornament to the show-
eround. He hoped good use would be wade
of the building, and that the successive shows
beld in it would be more and more prosper-
ous, elike in the number and quality of tho
exhibits. The agricultural industry was the
mainstay of this eountry, and that being so
it was right and proper that the great indus-
try shonld receive every encouragement.
The holding of annual sbows for displaying
the staple producte of the distriet was very
deeirable, showing its resources and produe-
tivenasa, and fostering s healthy rivalry.
The time was when farming was looked upon
-~ ==t gemipar anttgbosrenc bl phub A o posos

in that respect had changed very much of
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in that respect had changed very much of
late, and the industry was now looked npon
in a most favorable light. [t was now gena-
rally recognised that the work of primary
production called for the application of skill,
energy, persaverance, and science.

Mr C. J. B. Watson, hon. secretary to t]m.I
building committea, read the following state-
ment, which was subsequently deposited in a
glass jar in the cavity under the stone:—
‘« Nowis, Oct. 19, 1904, The plan of the
building, the foundation stone of which ia
being laid to-day, was prepared by Mr
- Frnest R. Laver, of Cootamundra, and was
approved of by the Executive Counoil Associ-
ation on the 30th August last, on which date
alan the tender of Mr A. Schuler, of
908 Sussex-street, Sydney, at £1100, was
nceepted for the eraction of the building, in
respect of which the contraet was signed and
memorandum of agreement completed on
12th September last. A sub-committea was
appointed by the society to arranga for a
contract after inquiring as tu the merits of
plans submitted, which numbered 16, and
which came trom the city and saveral country
pﬂ.t*ﬂ of this State, and tn attend to all
business connected with the bailding and to
sea to its completion, Such committes con-
sists of Measrs T. Shepherd {chairman). John
Muller, (0. J. Beckett, Kennath M‘Kanzie,
T, Sinclair, J. J. Seotchmer, C. R, Woodhill
(hon. treasurer), snd C J. B Whatson (hon.
socretary). The Executiva Council for the
present year consiste of Messrs John Mona-
ghan (president), Jas. Monaghan, W H.
Noakes, W. Watts, Jas. Watts, T. Shepherd,
(0, Lamond, Jas. Morison, T ¥, Herne, J.
D). Caines, D: Hyam, T, Binks, jun,, il
Crawford, W. M‘Lslland, 0. J. B, Watson,
John Muller, C. B Woodhill, J. J. Scotchmer,
W. J. Wotton, Gerard Armstrong, R.
M‘Donald, A. K. Mofton, K Abfrdeén, ana |
J. A. Woods, with Mr R, O Leeming as
secretary. The sssociation waa established
in 1875. Population of the district, present
year: 13,000. Population of the town of
Nowra, present year, 1804, Mayor of
Nowra : LE: W. Westbrook. Present trustees |
of showground: Messrs J. Green (sec-
retary), Z. . Bive, 8. Elyard, P.
. Walsh, John Monaghan, R. Aberdeen,
W. H, Noakes, I, M'Intyre, T. Bobson,
F. W. Rogers, and Hugh M'Kenzie. This
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F. W. Rogers, and Hugh M'Kenzie. This
bottle aleo contains copiea of looal news-

apers and the Sydney morning newspapers.”’

e explained that the commities had about
£700 in hand towards meeting the cost of the
building, and they hoped to raise the balunce
in time. He announced the receipt of apolo-
sian from Messrs J. Sharpe (president) and

. Somerville (secretary), ma BSociety;
W. M‘Kenszie and J. A. Beatson, president
and secretary, Wnllnupngrsuuiutr : G W.
Fuller, Federal member Illawarra ; and

Mr J. Green, J.P., sscretary to the ground
truat.

Mr Laver, architect for the building, sad
a function of that sort should give sveryone
¥Iammra, more especially as the negotiations
or the erection of the pavilion had been
going on for a considerable time, The com-
mittee, after dne consideration, had accepted
a design of s building furnished by himself.
T.ast weak, when poing away in the train, he
had read a report in & local paper of a com-
mittes meoting, at which a membar adversaly
criticised the stability of the building. The |
committea wanted a design with certain floor
space. His design gave the floor space re-
onirad. and it was worthv of the site, one
of the most magnificent in the State; in
fact, there were fow sites like it. Nowra
peopls may not appreciate it, but visitors
would. One statement was mada that he folt
justified in corracting, and thal was that the
prandstand above the roof was not strong
enough, that it was not substantial. He
aczked the person who made that statemant
to meet him, and he would go through the
plans with him, when he was sure he would
eonvinea him that he was mistaken. The
statoment was made that the roof of the
building formad the floor of the grandstand,
but that was entirely wrong. Tha construc-
tion of the building was a platform to earry
the publie, and pillars carried tha roof.
When remarkas of that kind were made 1t was
his duty to correct them. Some eriticism
had also been made regarding a lima foun.
dation recommended by him. He took the
whala responsihility of that, and ha would
back his opinion, supported as it was by the
hizhest authorities on architecturs, agzainst
the opinion hald By any eountiry amareur
architeet His recommendation was in ac- |
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architect His recommendation was in ac- |
encdance with recoznised formula, and would
hoar looking into by anv compefent man.
They would excuse him if he spoke a little
warmly, but as a praetical man he resented
the ecriticiem of bush authorities, of whom
thera a number in every country town. He
was only too pleased to take the responsibility
off the committes, He trusted that any
friction that may have oceurred would now
be ramoved, and that all wou!d work togethar
to maka tha society the premier one on the
const. The building would be sconomically
constructed, and when completed it wouldl
bo wall adapted for the purposes for which it
was intended, and would reflect credit upon
the district and the society.

Mr Morton was then ealled upon to lay
the foundation-stone. It having besn ad-
| justed and dropped 1nto position, he declared
the stone **well and truly laid, under the
most favorable auspicea—in gond rainy
weather’—(a shower falling at the moment),
Ha said he was not at all sorry the rain had
come on ; they had all been looking for it for
some time. He had to apologise for the
absance of Mr Moore, Minister for Agricul-
tura, who would have strained a point to be
down, but 1t was impossible for him to gat
away just now in the middle of the week,
He expressod sorrow that he could not accept
tha first invitation he had recsived since ac-
cepting office, but assured him that he would
come down to open the building and the
show. He apologised also for the absence of
Qaptain Millard, that pgentleman being
unable to get away. As regards laying the
atona. he was glad the Minister could not
coms, as the duty thus devolved upon him.
He had more interest in the society than the
Mnister, He wa: an old member of the
society and was treasurer for a number of
years, Though there were several societies
in the district which he represeuted, and
while ha would do all he ¢euld for the others,
he would be excused for having a special in-
terest in the Shoalbaven Society. Ha recog-
niged the difficulty the society was under in
rogard to the grouund. It was one of the
best sites in the State, but it was not their
own, and never could be their own. That
being so they eould not raise money on mort-
gage of the building, but the committee bad
to give a personal guarantes. They under-
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to pive a personal guarantes. They under- ‘
toolr 9 samona regnonaihility in putting up a
building to cost £1200 when they had only
£600 in hand. Twenty members of the com-
mittee had become responsible for £600 in
the bank. He did not know why they did it,
for they got nothing out of it. They did 1t
for the benefit of the publie, and the people
of the district should see that that responsi-
bility did not rest upon them more than a
couple of years at most. Te put it straight,
they must fork out, At one time he thought
there were too many shows, but seeing the
good work each societv was doing he took a
' different view now. The committee were to
be commended for what they had done, snd
it was only right that those who were not
taking a prominent Ignt in the management
of the society should assist in relieviog the
burden. From what he could uuderstand
they were not likely to get any assistance
from the Government, because they had no
money to give. The present (Government
were going to let the people depend more
upon themselves. They would get no assis-

tance this year or next year. That being so
it would be necessary for them to be econo-
mical in regard to their next show. Mr
Morton then read the followin g history of
the Shoalhaven Agricultural Society, as
compiled from the records:—** The society
held its first show at Terara on February 11,
1875 (a one-day show). The entries num-
bered 324, with a membership of 63, and
an attendance ol 500, and £128 was given
in prize-money. For the 1904 show in
Nowra they had a record number of
entries (4300), 325 membera, and the prize.
money totalled £485, whilst the attendance
was 7000, and the gate takings were close
on £200. The schedule of prizes for the
first show was drafted by Messrs John
M‘Arthur (who was for many years a
valued officer), Jno. Monaghan, Isaac |
| Hewitt, D. Hyam, and Arthur Elyard.
In the opening year, 1873, there were in
Shoalhaven 7124 acres under cultivation for
grain, 215911 bushela of maize being
producad, and some 102 bushels of wheat.
Potato eultivation the same year represented
4178 acres for a product of 1924 tons; oats,
326 mcres, product 2988 bushela; hay, 22
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326 mcres, product 2988 bushela; hay, 22
acres, 67 tons. There were then in Camden
and 8t. Vincent 16,636 horned cattle, 2025
horses, 6934 pizs, and 436 sheep. There
ware in 1904 70,453 cows and 72,839 young
stock. The first show in Nowra was hald in
188G, wheu there was an increase of nearly
| 400 entries. There had been very - satis-
factory increase since, and the show had
gImwu in popalarity. The first year in
owra there were 323 entries in horses and
1 185 in eattle. Twop vears later thesa num.
bers inereased to 492 and 789 respectively,
heing more than the whole of the entries for
the show five years previously. The first
general meeting of the society was held on
10th September, 1874, at the old Temperance
Hall, Terara, when the first Government
grant of £104 was announced, Agricultural
societies ware not then so numerous as now,
and thoy were each grauted a certain sum
every year without any such conditions as
were imposed nowadaye, The first president
of the socisty was Mr Jame= Aldcorn, and
the first secretary Mr Joha M‘Arthur, whe
gratuitously gzave faithfal serviee throughout
its initial diffieulties. Agricultural shows
ware held for a number of years in connec-
tion with the Berry Estate prior to the
establishment of the Shoalhaven society.
The first of these was held at Gerringong on
January 6, 1864 (nearly 41 years ago).
The judges at that time ineluded such
man a8 Lee, Munro, Housten, and others.”
Continuing, Mr Morton said it seemed s fair
increase from 63 to 325 members, but con-
sidering the population 325 was not as large
a membership roll as they should have. He
hoped extra exertions would be made to
enrol members, and that as a result the total
next year would epproximate nearer 500.
Every business man should be a member, as
the shows brought trade to the town. Whaen
the building was finished they should set
apart a room for the holding of quarterly
westings. He would suggest that the com-
| mittee hold these meetings regularly every |
| three maunths, at night time, for the discus-
sion of agricultural subjests. He pointed
out a new feature to ba introducad at the
next Sydney show, a District Societies Grand
Competition, and expressed an earnest desire
that the South Coast Soecieties should com- |
pete. He read the terms and conditions

avarnine tha naminatitian and awnenanad Lis
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poLe. e rona woe Berms ang conditions
governing the eompetition, and expressed his
firm conviction that the South Coast societies
could win the priza. He also referred to the
fact that the Government proposed to estab-
lish a separate Agricultural Department, in
which event they were bound to have legis-
lation affecting their interests as dairy
farmers. Only the previous week a (Fovern-
ment official was speaking in the district in
regard to what was likely to be done. He
was pleased (o see that those who held differ-
ent views to himself on the question of the
relationship of the Government to the dairy
industry were coming round, and were greatly
modifying their view:., The farmers should
have their owan butter exshange in Syduey,
controlled by themselves, and should make
regulations for dealing with their own pro-
duet. That should be done by the farmers
themselves. Jf thev did not do it for them-
'selves the powers that be would do it for
them. He had had the opportunity of seeing
the confidential reports of the commercial
sgent in London regarding the quality of
butter exported, and it was no breach of con-
fidence for him to say that they were not so
bad as made out in some quarters. He held
the opinion that if the Minister received
reports from the commercial agent, it was
his duty to make them pablio, as it was the
public who found the money to pay the
sgent's ealary. They whole reports should
be published, so that those interested could
judge for themselves. Referring to the hiih
prices for New Zealand butter in London, bhe
said that was due, not to Government grad- |

ing, but t» improved transport arrangements,
s better olimate, and a more regular rainfall.

That enabled New Zealand to ensure a cen-
tinuity of supply to the old country. They
could not hold their own in the home market
unless they could forward supplies every
week, The establishment of a butter ex-
change, managed by the farmers thomselves,
wounld enable them better to control the
business, and to secure a high place in the
English market. He hoped the society would
go on and flourish. They now held as

a show as any on the coast, and with the pew
building they should have still better exhi-
bitiuvns. The old pavilion should have been
burnt down long aeo. and no doubt would
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burnt down long ago, and no doubt would
have been, only they eould not get anyone

to insure 1t. With the fine new building

now taking its place the shows should be

more attractive and profitable, and he looked

forward to the society becoming one of the

premier societies in the State. (Applause.)
Some £33 was placed on the stone,

SPORTS.

The following sports programme was then
carried out :—

Boys under 14 years.

Gordon Higgs ... S 1
Cecil Griffiths ... - 2
Boys under 12.

First heat.
(. Campbell ... ove 1

F.Gibson .. .. .. 2
Second heat.
W. Purdie ... 1
E. Hyam Vi iita s 2
Fipal.
C. Campbell .., % 1
K. Hyam 2
Boys under 10 years
E. Gyde e T Sb 1
A. Moore s 2
Girls under 12 years,
Uupa M*Oarthy S 1
Dorothy Symonds x
(3irls under 14 years.
Ethel Richards 1
Effie Gyde ... = P

Girls under 10 years.

Mona Linkenbagh ... s 1

Heather Leeming .., 8
Bicycle Race.

H. Breen 1
J. Smith G 2
Boys’ Bicycle Race.

K. Hyam
F. Brown oy o wis

Wood.- chopping Contest.

W. Harvey (10sec.), 2 44 ..

A. Whatman (48sec.), 3.12 ...

A. James (50sec.), 3 18

G. Armitage(ser.), 3 194-5 ..,
Members’ Race,
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Meombers’ Race,
Jas. Morison ... 1
John Muller ...

Handicap Trot.
J. Ryan, 23sec.

b 1
T. F. Herne, soratch ... 2
Pony Jump.
| J; M'.ﬂ!‘thﬂl‘ M T LT 1
J. Morison oy o 2
440 Yards Boys' Race.
J. Mornssey ... 1
E. Symonds .., 2
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