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~ THIRR UL

{Our Correap 1 I
Unveiling of the ‘lh‘irmrmh‘]‘hurn I

On Suniday afternoon (Anzac Day),
that hmg-hmki-ﬁl forward to eveat, the
unveiling of the memorial monument
and fountain took place.  Near the
bridge at the northern end of the town
a procession was formed up, consisting
of the V_A. Detachment, under Com-
mandant Crossle, in the lead, followed
by the Citizens’ Brass Bamd, under Band*
master (. H. Rowan. This was follow-
ed by over forty returned soldiers un-
der the command of Sergt.-Major Law-
renee, Pride of place was given to Mrs,
Riach senr., known so well as “Gran-
nie,” in her uniform as a life member
of the B.5 A, accompanied by two lads
in blue, representing the Royal Navy.
Following the soldiers and senior ea-
dets came a large number of school ¢hil-
dren most of whom had come from {he
Sunday Schools, under the supervision
of their respective teachers. Many bean-
tiful wreaths were earried, and a very
gignmificant token, a sprig of rosemary,
was worn hy manyv. This noble thought
had been materialised by Mroso Walter
Hughes bringing a bunch down  for
Grannie to distribute. Well to time, the
procession moved off along the main
street to the front of the Hllnn] of Arts
Hall, where the monument stands, A
very large number of residents and
others had already  gatheéred  around
thix centre. As the members of the pro-
cession were taking their places round
the enclosure, it was noticed that a
kookaburra (the Inughing jackass), that
grand quaint hird so typical of Ans-
tralin, had alighted on an cleee b
pole overlooking the scene, as if o
evmbolise  Nature's approval of  what
was to transpire this day.

A platform had been erected near
the building, and Cr. J S Kirton,
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the building, ‘and Cr. 1 S Kirten,
chairman of the exeentive for the Foun-
tain Fumd, was chairman. A selection
was played by the band, and was fol-
lowed by Mr. Kirton briefly mention-
ing the reason of the gathering here.
After reading several apologies, he eall-
ed on Mr. H. Lamond, our Federal
member, to speak. This gentleman, in
the course of a very able spéech, stress-
ed the worthy need of us all never to
forget the debt we owe to the brave
soldiers who lande' at Gallipeli  and
faced the dangers of the Great War,
winning for Australin an enviable po-
sition in the eyves of the workl He
congratulated Thirroul on the suceess
of the effuorts put forth to have a fit-
ting monument to her soldiers.

Cr. Tressider, President of the Bulli
Fhire. was called upon to speak, and
in  well chosen words reminded all
of their duty towards the soldiers who
have returned.

Mr. Price was the next speaker, and
stressed the point of the sacredness of
the ceremony that was to take place
sobn, urging all to look towards the
Almighty God through Whose goodness
all theze things are allowed, apd on
Whom all those who had lost their dear
oner could look for comfort.

Mr. Wright's theme was that the
monument wonld ever remind us that
we all had a duty to perform in uphol-
ding the great name that Australia had
gained through the bravery and noble
epirit of her sons in khaki over the
BEAS-

Mr. McNaughton, hon. secretary for
the fund, explained how the raising of
the money. had not been an easy mat-
fer, how through Mrs. Higgins leaving
the town in the early days of the move-
ment, the work had so nobly been car-
ried on by Mre. M. Riach, who was in-
strumental in gathering in almost all
the money received for this memorial
fountain. The band played “Lead, Kind-
Iy Light.”

The chairman then requested “Gran-
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The chairman then requested “Gran-
mie” to perform the ceremony of um-
veiling the monument. This grand old
lady, of over seventy years, mow had
the proudest moments of her life. She
had labored unceasingly for the past
five years, so that Thirroul wonld have
a fitting memorial for our soldiers, and
here was one that any town might
well envy. With clearly spoken words,
*Qrannie” then said, “Ladies and gen-
tlemen, this memorial has been erect-
ed as a slight token of the esteem in’
which our soldiers and sailors are held.
It will serve to remind everyone of our
®rave heroes who /kept Australin safe
from the horrors ¢of warfare. I have
mow much pleasur® in unveiling this
memorial and T h that the people
of Thirroul will see| that it is kept as
a Eacred memorial to our brave soldi-

et and sailors-of Thirroul” Then the |

large Unio
full-size w
the fountaigi ster Rowan =@
ded the T 3 oall rema
atill with o heads. Mr. W, Ry
president of the R.S.A. Branch, on bhe-
hnlf of the solliers an  sailors thanked
the rcitizens for erecting such a mag-
nificent monument, The tarning on of
the water was performed by little El-
siee Winch, n grand chilidd who had many
times assistedl her grandmother in the
work of eollecting.

As the committee were in need  of
abont £40 to complete the coxt of the
monument, a eollection tuken up by the
V.A s brought in over £ and after
an appeal hy the ehairman, the libernl
response  was such that it wa-  an-
nounceed that Trom now  nothine wouald
be owing, The full cost will be well
over £2000 Mrs. J. Hyan, of the Bualli
Pass Hotel, presented o Miss  Flsie Ri-
ach with u silver eup, suitably inserib-
el The Nativnal Anthem, pliyel by
the Raml. broneht oroceedines to a
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the Baml, brought procesdings  to ﬂ|
close.

The monument is 18 feet high, of
freestone. On either side of the base-
ment block (a portion that alone weigh-
ed two tons), is the drinking reeeptacled
Above this is  arranged  cienl white
marble panels round the octazonal pil-
lar. on which me inseribed cver 290
naumea of soliizsrs apd saiars. Sin oooch
tablet, above the names, are the waoils
“They answered the eall” and helos
are “Ciodd bless them all” Surmonnting
all i= an infantryman, natural size, with
rifle at the stamd at ease position. This
is & very clever piece of sculpture, the
countenanee of which i~ most lifelike,
sculptored from a large block of white
freestone, by Mr. Cassingandra, of Syd-
peve The foundation stone shows  that
it was lail by Mr<. Arnold Higgins:
and opposite tell= that it was un eiled
by Grannie Riach. The whaole i= in a
conspicuons  position in fromt of  the
School of Arts Hall And is a cpedit not
only to this town, but to the whole
district.
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