LAWSON PARK |

DEDICATION OF THE VICTOR
MONGER MEMORIAL GATES.

There was & very large attendance
yesterday afternoon at the official
opening of Lawson Park by the Hon.

E. A. Buttenshaw {Minister for
Lands), aod the Dedication of the
Victor Monger Memorial Gates. this

coremony being performed by Mr. W,

H. Slmpson
There were many visitors (rom
other towng present, and chlldren

from the Grenfell LH.S, and Convent
were aleo In attendance.

The gates when fully completed
will be a very attractive addition to
the fown. Swinging on massive
hrick pillars, the handsome iron gates
are surmounted by a douole meial arch
bedring the words “Lawson Park.”
Thi:
off and gravelled, and altogether the
entratce {a a credit to those concern-
ftl in the planning and completing of
such. |

e rhe dids erected [or the occa-
gion w ore the Mayor of Grenfel]l (Mr.

J. Thompsoni, Mrs. Monger, Hono
E. A, DButtenshaw (Minister for
Landsi, Major Reld, ML.A., Mr H.
Buatler Prestdent  of  the Grenfell
Suh-brinch HE. & S1L.a ), Cr, Per-

ebrn, Mr, W, H. Simpson, Ald, A. Rab-
hets o Young), Mr, Darch  iTown
Clerisy, Mro J. Bagar (member of the
old Woddin .00, Mr ano Mrs, W
Mo and the Misses Monger, Mr.
and Mrz R Mopger, Miss Hazel Mon
Maater O Mouger, Mres. Graham
pnd Mes. Anderson  (sisters ol the
late Mr. . Monger), Mr. E. . Rumble
ihrdihec-indaw i

AMr. Moore O Presideat,  Grepfell
% was among  thoss present,
Alsn mimbers of the old Weddin C.C.
nnd many present-day cricketers,

Proceedings opened with the Nai
foual Anthem plaved by the Greafell

[ it
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vluirance has also been levelled
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fonal Apthem plaved by the Greufell
Band, under the baton  of Mr, W
Howiril Eray

Tiwe Mavor said 11 wis a very pleas-
ing iy Tor him i< first oficial
acl to preside that alternoon at such |
VeEUY lmportant oeremonios-—t e |
opciing of Lawson Park and rthe dedi- '
cating of the Vietor Monger Memor-
Gl lvs, Hi+ extended a hearly
prevoige (o the Hon E. A Butteua:
sltaw  Major Reid, the visitors, aned
menthers of the Monger Gamlly Ad
floc an-Caston wis the first a0 which he

5

Ly

i

prestioed s Mavor  he hoped they
would iorgive  hinm any  shorteom:
1Mes e 1onk the opporianity of
thunm e those whe  elected him oas

aldermen for
He iristea]
term Ll

1o the
cleeting im us Muavor
that the
tov i oguinple still  hbave con-
fiden o in him, ond thal they wonld
b dilelee to say “well donpe” *

Medogles waere from  Hon,
Huzlh Main, Hon, V Thorby. Ald
Itrad v mnd Sincian (who al
Cowrar, M, A Monger aml Revs N,
Cochoe ind 1 5 Paine

Mejor Itehl sald he o was viry pledis-
P the
fmpitant ceremontes thay afternoom,
and thin the Hono KB A, Butienshaw

alderrvin and

il viid ol his

won il

e
e

wern

Py e associaled  with VETY

ds Minister for Lands and represen-
Ll iy nl the State Grovernment was
Ly fen the Lawson fark It was

firtio s 1@y one who ook =uch 8 greal
fre os=port should have the privi
lege ol fhae aroind
wijds would be o great benefit 1o the
press ot oand futhre generations. Sport

[rard

opening sports

was ve'y beneficial amd  made for a
penciols disposittion  and for better
citigemship The Counch, wis wise

o aoqiire the area, and he was glad
to b acsoeiated with them: he hoped
winld have many very pleasant

[RETERS
tiye o oan their new  groand.

AL Hobbets (Young! sawl e wis
vory  thamkful o recelve the lnvita
Pledl 1o I present as § representative
ol Young. When he heard of the
dite ol the openlbg he determined to
| sviinemmi whatover hannened ns e
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Riler mal T OReDIINS [ CPULEr LLLLLYRy e
b piesont whatever happened, as he
had 3 warm [Iriendship for all mem-
boers of the Monger family. No one
tigd more for crickel in Grenfeill than
the [ate WVictor Monger. He was
elad Grepfell bad  Acquired another
wports groumd, amd rusted i would
be the meeting place for old friends,
amd thal tany good contedts would
he played there, He vcongratulated
Ald, Thompson wpon ovng appointed
Mavor. and aiso feelingly offered him
hils sinceresl sympathy.

i'r Perelrm alsn referred to the
predl asset the new ground would be
ti Grentell, and  sald  the peopls
ghauld be proud of such, and that it
also Wwas named after the greal Aus-
trallan poet who wias  horn there.
Now that the ground was there it
was up lo them to assist in improving
Bde. .

My, Jomes Eagsr said 1 was A
pleasure for him to be present, though
the pecasion was  tioged with sad-
ness, Lhe passing of Vietor Mooger
eoming as 4 gréal shotk to his many
frivnds., It wags 48 years ago that he
played in a ericket mateh with the
late Victor Monger, when he and Jim
Simpson (Weddin)  put on 21 runs.
From then on he  hoad been closely
ausociated with the Monger family.
Thers was no more honorable man
than his late friend, whose memory
was cherlshed hy a ho#t of friends.
The ground offered splendid oppor-
tunities to the present and coming
generitions and the game would do
much to mould them Into good eiti-
gens.  He would long remember the
presenl occasion, and was very grate-
ful for the Imvitation to be present.

Mr."W. H. Simpson said he felt
particnlarly honored In belng asked
to dedloate the gates erected to the

memory of the late Victor Monger,
who had been a very old friend and
a true sport and comrade. He pro-
bably knew the late gentleman longer
than anyone in Grenofell, as he and

IMaime  wofeme eones b faclibeaon o
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thgn anyoune In Grenfell, as he and

YVictor, were born al Goulburn where

thye familiee were very close friends,

and later on, strange to a'a.y. the faml-

lies had settled close to one another

dl Grenfell. He was a worthy son

of honored parents, and had a good

hopmie training, being taught, ke all

members of the family, to play the |
game, which he did. His memorﬂ
wits worth commemorating, and as
the young people pasecd through the
gates they should remember him to !
whise memory the gates were eregt. |
ed and te pattern their lives upon |
the vxample he sef. He  bad ;:Iua-‘
sure In unveiling the tablet, and in !
did vating the gates, and in present- |
ing the key 1o Mrs, Mouger to rl}l
tuin for all time. He concluded by

linsting the gates over to the Mayor |
for =afe kecping. He also thanked

Mr. barch, Messrs. J. Neagle and

Mr. . Neagle, and Mr. Eppleston far

time putl i in endeavouring to have

thy gates completed and the cere

muny arranged for that day.

The Mayor said he was pleased to
decept the gates on bohall of Lhe
Counell, ang said thal sach would be
wall looked after and maintained.

The inseription oo the lifi humllI
waty posl reads as followsa: — |
MEMORIAL GATES
ta the mémnr}' i
VICTOR MONGER |
itUrickeler and Sportsman)
farveetid by his many Friends anid
Admirers,
beh December, 1934

The Hon K. A DButtesshaw =aid
itowas indecd, with very greal plea-
sure tiat ! owas able, in my official
vipacity as  Minister  (or Lands, to
althorise the purchase of the area of
o avres & oroods 29 perclhis vmbraced
wilhin Lawson Park for th- purpose
ol public recreation Ag you all pro-
bubly know mv Deparimemt provided
the sum of LW for the purchase of
this area, the cary, control and mon-
acement of which hoas beon vested

im e Mranrmadt wf iho WMoamiAieailed.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article112817273



AEIeEnT oF winici nus iron vesgled

in thy Couneil of the Municipality
ol tirenfell nnder the provisions of
Seciion 44 of the Local Government |
A, You have here a wvery fine

v loieed for the varions kinds of
athlotic recreation, and 1 frel sure
thnt the public of Grenfell and dis-
trivt will eo-operate with Lhe Munici-
pal tCouncil in  maintaining and lm-
proving the aren from time to time
for the purpose lor which It was R
seryedl, Une of my very pledasant
butr cxaering and diffiealt coties 3 (o
provide land for  public  recreation,
vither by way of reservipg Crown
Lind or acquiring alienated land hy
purehase for public recreation, parks,

€1 Il i opportune 1o mention,
tleerefove, that  during the lerm of

e preszent State Government, thepa
T reserved or dedicated for
pghdie reereation in the eastern divi-
Flutl oo less than 200 aress aggrega-
Fiog 15115 acres; in the central divi-
Elon Y areas saggregating 1397 acres,
il o the western division 9% areas
agpregating 531 acres.  In all. there-
fore, S48 areas totalling 19043 acres
have heen set apart for publie recrea-
ticn In the eastery, central and west-
vrm IVESIOnE. With very resiricted
finauee and the minimum of Crown
Liriel available or hecoming svallable
suilaiple for  public recreaton, | am
Biare s Giovernment be prood
of achievementi= in rthis respect.
I dape sy there 18 no one in the com-
munity who realises more the value
ol healthy, athletie reereation, for 1
thinlo I have played almost every
thi== of game  favoured by Ausira-
Hans,  'The great need fto-day iz not
only: for bush land reserves, but for
ewel playing fields for the younger
generation, who mnaturally desire 1o

favarn

tan

It

play mgames rather than he  spec-
tatars.  The amount voted by Par
lment for park acquisition during

the vurrent finaocial vear is C10,000,
whoreds 8 sum of  €250.000 would

harily be sufficient to meet all appli- |

wilione for park acguisition which
have been favourably reported upon

National Library of Australia
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have been l.‘_a.murnh]y reported upon

toome. 1 might say that the Field Ofi-
cors of my Department have standing
instructions 1o give due consideras
tion, when dealing with the classif-
cation of Crown lands, to the ques-
tion of providing for the reservation
0F torest clad gorges and other places
of najural beauty which might i the
public interest be  retained, particu-
larly from a tourigts’ polnt of view, 1
would like to congratulate you upon
voup =election of a name for this park
—tliat i, Lawson Park. which doubit-
lews is intended to perpeivate the me-
muorys of the late Heory Lawson,
whuse name will forever live for the
lypheal Australlan sentimenl express-
vil In lhils werses, The sum of £27
was made wvallable during Jupe last to
assi:t In the eost of improving this
park. Mr. Buttenshaw further stated
that William Monger (father of Vie-
tori, was born at Feltham, Middlesex,
England, in 1840, and came to Bria.
hane in 1868  He reached Sydney
in 1871 and marrled Miss Skinner,
King's County, Ireland. A gardener
by profession, he for seven years held
the positlon of head gardeper to the
Hon. W P. Fafthtull al Springsdale,
Goulburn, In 1879 he /selected land
al Weddin, and brought his wife
and family by borge and dray from
CGoulburn an 16th January, 1880, The
journey oeccupled elght daye. The
first wheat crop of four acres was
reaped with a sickle, threshed with a
bail and cleaned in the wind. In
1884, In conjunction with Andrew
Bhaw, he became the owner of the
stripper, and winnower at Weddin,
and they had many visitors to see the
wonderiul machinery., The drought
of 1888 proved a severe trial to the
Monger family, waler having to be
carted from the Company's Dam,
Grenfell, a distance of eight miles.
His wife died in 1890, which was a
heavy blow to the family. Willlam

Monger was an ardent follower of
politics, a keen politiclan, and an
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politice, a keen politiclan, and an
ardent follower of the late R, M.
Yuuhan. Hir was a keen cricketer,

and father of the well known Ffamily
which helped o make the famous
Weddin cricket team. The names
of the family &Bre  Allie, Willlam,
Reginuld, Clssle and Mionie. He
died in 1907 in his 68th year. He
contluded hy stating how pleased be
vwas o he present to pay & tribute
to the memory of Victor Monger, and
congratulated the Council upon the
forvthoughn in naming the park after
the Australian poet,

Mi. Butrepshaw then unvelled the
tablot which bearg the inscription:—
THIS PARK
Was Oflcially Opened by
E. A. BUTTENSHAW
i Minister for Lands),

Sth Decemhber, 1934,

Mpr ) Eagar responded on behalf of
Mre. Monger, and members of the
Movieger family, who asked him to ex-
frress thelr sipcere pratitude and ap-
pies dition for the way in which the
Lute Viclor had been aonored, and
fop the Kindly words spoken that at.
Lernoon,

Mvys, Monger then opencd the gates
amd led by the Grenfell Baod the
gcheol children apd puablic entered,

The remainder of the afternoon
wa= elven over to a cricket match
—anme of the local cricketers and a
ladivs' team, which comprised some
forn. idable  lriers

- - [ ]
Results of sports: —

Liwson Park Champtonship, 50

yards: Ald. W. Douglass 1, Ald. I. V.

Thompson (Mayory, 2, Won by in-
ches only,
Congolution  Stakes 30 yards—A,

E. Maber 1, W, Thompson 2 Waon
o protest Mom  “Beega’ Howard,
Muoflitt Stakes, boyag under 10 vears
St Bensley 1, Jan Carter =,
Itors 100 ta 11 wears, o vards:
Artiiar Nicholls 1. Ivan Caunr 2
under 14 Linrel Bean 1,

T o, 3

fhii'ds
| e B
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Lill'is UmgErT  avwg LalnTe]  1sean 1,
Luliy Rlowes 2.
Ghols nnder 14
Hifthope 2,
Crivketers” Hace, G0 vards
ereaves 1, I, Sherty I,
Kol Race, 2 miles:
I Fred., Nieholls 2

Euwies Caum 1. I
H. Har-
Fred, Murray

The response 1o the Vietor Monger
Memorial Appeal was very generous,

amd the snecess of the appeal was in
a viry large measure due 1o the en-

thusiasm ol Mr. Wil. Aston (hono.
SECTCLATY ). Froom the very first
mes ng too consider the  matter he
Wik oo the warpath  and  he never
missod an opportunity of collecting
a =uh, Mr. Aston reports that the

subseriptions were given with a very
EELLTDERS  Spir,
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