Tree-planting Cc.ramnny at
Belvidere.

~ Un Saturday, 1st July, a very pleas-
g ceremony lwok place vn the del-

viuere  Ieserve, when o trees ol
hogour were planicd. & amadl  dsud
allruclive park hes been estdblisticd

Uil Lnc 1':5tnr|:, alid The frecs Are n
boihour wi wien ol The disiricl wiiv ..l.Jl-i
scrving o the Lorces.  Lhe Listricl|
Lounct of Strathalbyn sponsored the
Wea, and  have receved the whole
hearted co-operation ur thie Bewvidery
residents.

Lounicibur Le 30 Ly wdsuth, i wiose
WA Ly reserve bs siliialed, presided,
Rid wuelveined the luree gathering ol
Viallors, k0 parrating the sleps lead-
g o the establishiienl el Lne arca,
be sawl the whole ventwure had been
nmiarked by vutstanding enthusiaso, and
be thanked the menibers of the coun-
il and the residents of Uelvidere 1o
Lnew miercst and prn.l;tn:a.l Assistance,
un the advice ol the Director of Parks
and Lardens, Adeppo pnes (pinus hale-
pensis) were bong planted, they were
e miost subable w the area.  The
reserve was silualod adjacent o Lhe
centre ol a vinle and progressive cuui-
midmity, as well as al the junclion of
two main highways, and the Urees
wiuld serve a useiul as well as orna-
mental purpose.  But princpally they
wire trees ol honour—a  gesture  of
appreciation to those who were seiv-
g o the forces ol the king, As
Lthese men were rendering a service
to their King, country, and mankid,
50 these trees would render a quet,
siiall  service to this  community.
Further, the trees were a living and
evergreen aymbol of the spunt in which
they served, and wihich must needs be
kept living and evergreen in the post-
War years.

My, Davidson® paid a4 wribute 1o Lhe
splendid work of Mr, K. sparrow, with-
cul whose practical co-uperation the
scheme would not have been so suc-
cessiul. Also w Mr. A, Vivian, who

had generously ofiercd 1o care for the
trees over the difficult period. He was)
pleased 10 be associated with the vem-
iture, and boped the trees would grow
iamd atdd beauty and usefulues- to the
district.

Mr. E. E. Newell, the district aver-
sver, speaking on behalf of the Chair-
man of rhe Council, poinied out the
debt the communily owed to the men
who were defending this country. He
(stressed  the  syuibolism  that” was
Irrincud im thy establishment o1 1!1@
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:rrincud m the establishment o1 the
arva—the situvation at the junction of
the roads; near by was the bridge,
representing service Lo the community ;
then the hall, representing social hie.
then the church, representing the high-
est plane of the life of the people—
the spiritual: and here, set in the
midst of these was a tribute to the
men who were making the establish-
ment of these privileges sible.

The Mayor of Strathalbyn (Mr. N
[). Richardson, expressed his pleasure
at being associated -with the ceremony,
and co tulated all who had been
connected with it. He paid a tribute
to the sons of Belvidere who were
serving in the forces, apd also to the
high spirit of patriotism of the resi-
dents. He urged the necessity for car-
ing for the trees, so that when the
men retarned they would see a practi-
cal exuression of appreciation. Hée
wished the venture every success, and

puch schemes would be extended.

e President of the Strathalbyn
Sub-Branch i RSSALLA. (Mr
H. A. Dale) tendered the thanks of
his conuniites for the invitation to be
present and ticipate in this pleasing
ceremony. e thought the idea was a
splendid one, and offered any assisi-
ance that might be required. He
stressed the neced for caring ior the
soldiers after the war; the park would
be a worthy tribute to their sacrifice.

Mrs. J. W. Collett, spesking on
behalf of the mothers, wives, and rela-
tives, expressed the wish that when
the boys returned the trees would be
E’::‘inguh ., and would show them

much their service was appre-
ciated. She was very pleased w0 have
the opportunity of taking this part in
the ceremony. : ;

Mr. H. A, Eckert, in accepting the
trees, thanked the District Council and
Mr. Davidson for their ;Ianlgft and
fine gesture in establishing area.
He paid high tribute to the fine work
rendered bv Mr. E. S ow, and
thanked Mr. A Vivian for his offer
m'du"E [nép:ht trecs. . Mt

Mr. E. rrow, in supporung Mr.
Eckert, thanked all those whe had|
‘helped to make the idea possible, in-
| cluding Messrs. Read and Virgo, and
| eapec Messrs. A. B. Eckert and
G. McMillan for their assistance. It
ﬂmph:.z lot ﬁ work, but he had

to it.

The trees were then planted by the
relatives of the servicemen, and after-
wards an adjournment was made to the
hall, where afternoon tea was served
by the ladies, Miss M. Norman sang
Filh.ll._r:. I EII.L';EE““ as accompan-

acibd. B2
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with Mrs. | Blackwell as accompan-
iste, while a trading table did brisk
business. .

The whole aftermoon was a pro-
nounced success, and as a result the
sum of £15/15/- was r to augment
the funds of the Bureau Red Croas.
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